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SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Members  are  reminded  that  subscriptions  are  due  on  January  1st 
of  each  year  and  should  be  paid  to  the  Hon.  Treasurer,  Mr.  F.  T.  Baker, 
City  and  County  Museum,  Lincoln,  who  will  send  membership  cards 
as  receipt. 

The  minimum  annual  subscription  is  15/-  payable  in  advance. 
A  second  member  of  a  family  will  pay  10/-;  Junior  Members  5  - 
per  annum.  Affiliated  Groups  and  societies  may  join  on  payment  of 
£1  Is.  Od.  Payment  of  one  sum  of  £10  10s.  Od.  constitutes  Life 
Membership. 

TRANSACTIONS  AND  BROCHURES 

It  is  very  desirable  that  much  information  regarding  the  Natural 
History  of  Lincolnshire  which  is  in  the  hands  of  the  recorders,  should 
be  published  as  soon  as  funds  permit.  No.  1  and  No.  2  of  a  series  of 
brochures  have  been  published :  The  Geology  of  Lincolnshire  by  Professor 
H.  H.  Swinnerton  and  Dr.  P.  E.  Kent  (out  of  print)  and  The  Birds  of 
Lincolnshire  by  A.  E.  Smith  and  R.  K.  Cornwallis,  price  5/-  and  15/- 
bound  and  inter-leaved. 

A  limited  number  of  back  parts  of  Transactions  are  available  at 
10/-  each.  Application  should  be  made  to  the  Hon.  Secretary. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  will  be  pleased  to  hear  of  any  issues  of  the 
Transactions  that  members  may  be  disposed  to  sell. 

OBJECTS  AND  RULES 

The  Lincolnshire  Naturalists’  Union  was  formed  to  promote  the 
thorough  investigation  of  the  fauna,  flora,  and  physical  features  of  the 
County,  to  bring  together  workers  following  the  same  pursuits,  to  in¬ 
crease  the  interest  in,  and  study  of,  every  branch  of  Natural  History. 

Field  Meetings  are  held  six  or  more  times  a  year.  Lectures  and 
demonstrations  are  arranged  at  Lincoln  during  the  winter.  There  is 
also  the  annual  general  meeting  held  at  Lincoln,  for  the  transaction  of 
the  business  of  the  Society,  and  for  the  President’s  address. 

At  ordinary  Field  Meetings,  when  the  Union  is  not  entertained, 
members  may  introduce  friends. 

Ladies  and  gentlemen  desirous  of  becoming  members  of  the 
Union,  should  apply  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  for  nomination  papers.  A 
new  member  requires  to  be  proposed  and  seconded  and  the  paper  must 
be  countersigned  by  the  President  or  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents  of  the 
Union. 

It  is  hoped  that  all  members  will  interest  themselves  in  the  work  of 
the  Union,  especially  by  obtaining  new  members  and  communicating 
with  the  Sectional  Officers  respecting  new  records,  etc. 

Resignation. — Any  person  wishing  to  withdraw  from  member¬ 
ship  must  give  notice  in  writing  to  the  Hon.  Secretary.  Such  person  will 
be  liable  for  the  current  year’s  subscription  and  any  arrears  that  may 
be  owing. 
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Presidential  Address 

Delivered  at  Lincoln,  7th  March,  1959 

by 

Mr.  HAROLD  AUGER 

SOME  ASPECTS  OF  THE  PHOTOGRAPHIC  PORTRAITURE 

OF  WILD  BIRDS 

It  is  generally  believed  that  the  first  photographic  portrait  of  a 
wild  bird  was  made  in  1895.  The  camera  was  set  up  near  the  nest  of 
a  lapwing,  the  photographer  watched  from  a  distance  and  when  the 
bird  had  settled  on  its  eggs  the  camera  shutter  was  tripped  electrically 
by  remote  control.  This  landmark  in  natural  history  photography 
was  made  by  R.  B.  Lodge  who,  incidentally,  was  born  at  Louth  in 
1853  and  was  the  elder  son  of  a  Lincolnshire  rector. 

The  shortcomings  and  limitations  of  bird  photography  by  remote 
control  were  quickly  realized  and  some  two  years  later  the  close 
approach  to  a  nest  by  the  photographer  was  achieved  by  means  of  a 
hide.  Credit  for  the  development  and  exploitation  of  the  hide  goes 
to  the  Kearton  brothers  who  were  pioneering  bird  photography 
parallel  with  Lodge.  The  first  hides  were  made  from  bullock  skins 
and  sheep  skins  filled-out  to  resemble  living  animals  and  with  the 
photographer  operating  from  inside.  From  the  use  of  these  it  was 
subsequently  found  that  any  stationary  opaque  tent-like  covering 
concealing  a  photographer  would  be  tolerated  by  most  birds,  providing 
it  was  introduced  gradually  into  the  vicinity  of  the  nest. 

These  first  bird  photographs  were  taken  for  illustrating  articles  and 
books  on  Natural  History  and  with  publication  as  the  primary  reason 
in  mind.  Because  of  the  very  slow  speed  of  photographic  emulsions 
at  that  time,  necessitating  rather  long  exposures,  birds  in  stationary 
attitudes  were  the  only  practical  subjects.  Thus,  almost  the  complete 
output  of  the  first  decade  of  bird  photography  was  of  a  portrait  nature. 
Working  from  a  hide  became  the  standard  procedure  and  although 
most  birds  were  photographed  at  the  nest  the  use  of  natural  feeding 
places  and  bait  were  not  overlooked  as  a  means  of  introducing  variety. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  present  century,  developments  and 
advances  in  photographic  equipment,  and  sensitive  materials  in 
particular,  have  made  bird  photography  much  easier  than  it  was  to 
the  pioneers.  Following  the  last  war,  the  spectacular  possibilities 
offered  by  the  electronic  high  speed  flashlamp  have  been  well  exploited 
by  bird  photographers.  This  electrical  gadget  gives  an  intense  light 
of  extremely  short  duration  and  is  capable  of  completely  arresting  all 
movement,  even  of  such  fast  moving  details  as  the  wing  feathers  of 
small  birds  in  flight.  As  movement  of  the  bird  during  exposure  of 
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the  negative  is  the  greatest  single  cause  of  failure  in  bird  photography 
the  welcome  that  the  high  speed  flash  unit  received  can  be  imagined. 
Unfortunately.,  there  are  many  birds  which,  because  of  their  habitat, 
look  as  if  photographed  at  night  when  subjected  to  high  speed  flash. 
Even  in  the  hands  of  experts  this  equipment  needs  extreme  care  and 
skill  in  application  if  the  result  is  not  to  appear  unnatural  in  the  final 
print.  This  fact  has  to  a  very  large  extent  severely  limited  the  adoption 
of  high  speed  flash  in  bird  portraiture,  and  photographers  have  tended 
to  make  use  of  its  possibilities  more  in  the  field  of  scientific  bird 
photography. 

One  of  the  sharpest  criticisms  levelled  at  bird  photography  to-day 
is  that  it  is  in  a  rut.  This  of  course  is  as  true  of  bird  photography, 
as  it  is  of  any  other  branch  of  photography  or  picture-making  in 
general,  and  it  does  remain  a  striking  fact  that  a  large  proportion  of 
photographs  to-day  are  attempts  at  emulating  photographs  taken  50 
years  ago.  There  is  a  monotonous  repetition  of  style,  pose  and 
procedure. 

Apart  from  the  three  or  four  professional  bird  photographers 
whose  work  may  to  some  extent  be  controlled  by  the  consideration 
of  saleability  of  the  result,  the  remaining  amateurs  aim  at  satisfying 
only  themselves.  I  think  it  is  important  to  realize  what  comprises 
this  satisfaction,  because,  in  practically  all  cases,  the  finished  photograph 
is  only  a  token.  The  real  satisfaction  is  derived  in  tramping  the  wild 
places  where  birds  live,  hearing  their  songs  and  calls,  watching  them 
in  their  chosen  habitat,  tracking  down  their  nests,  and  building  or 
placing  a  hide  artfully  enough  to  deceive  the  bird  and  to  permit  watch¬ 
ing  it  at  close  quarters.  To  see  a  wild  bird  in  its  natural  haunt  at 
little  more  than  arm’s  length  and  for  it  to  behave  naturally,  and 
unconscious  that  it  is  being  watched,  is  to  experience  the  climax  of 
bird  watching.  The  photograph  is  little  more  than  an  attempt  to 
perpetuate  this  delightful  experience  which,  to  the  bird  photographer, 
is  the  culmination  of  his  watching,  finding,  and  for  a  short  time, 
living  with  the  bird. 

Naturally  the  desire  is  to  portray  the  bird  at  its  best,  it  must  be 
characteristic,  as  sharp  in  outline  and  detail  as  seen  from  the  close 
proximity  of  the  hide  and  to  retain  and  convey  something  of  the 
atmosphere  and  habitat  which  are  so  important  to  the  complete 
impression. 

About  90%  of  all  wild  bird  photographs  may  be  classed  as  portraits ; 
the  remaining  10%  being  made  up  of  scientific  and  incident-recording 
illustrations. 

Why  then  do  so  many  bird  photographers  concentrate  on  portraits 
especially  when  the  vast  majority  of  results  achieved  are  only  repetitions 
of  what  many  other  photographers  have  already  obtained?  The 
large  majority  of  British  birds  had  been  photographed,  and  photo¬ 
graphed  well,  prior  to  the  first  world  war.  The  reason  is  the  same 
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as  that  which  makes  an  egg  collector  collect  eggs  and  the  entomologist 
collect  butterflies  and  moths,  knowing  that  museums  and  others 
already  possess  almost  identical  specimens.  It  is  something  that 
keeps  alive  the  sense  of  satisfaction  that  is  derived  at  the  end  of  a 
successful  chase.  These  trophies  must  inevitably  mean  most  to  those 
who  take  them  and  to  those  who  follow,  or  have  at  some  time  been 
involved,  in  the  same  pursuit.  It  is  to  those  who  have  not  been 
involved  in  attempts  at  bird  photography  that  the  following  points  of 
view  are  offered  in  the  hope  that,  by  outlining  some  of  the  subtleties 
involved,  a  more  discriminating  and  perhaps  a  more  appreciative  eye 
may  be  cast  over  the  many  bird  photographs  that  one  sees  from  time 
to  time.  The  difference  between  the  best  bird  photographs  taken 
to-day  and  those  taken  50  years  ago  is  only  detectable  by  assessing 
the  degree  to  which  these  finer  points  have  been  mastered. 

What  does  the  bird  photographer  try  to  get  into  his  portrait  ? 
First  of  all  it  must  do  credit  to  the  subject,  it  must  be  instantly 
recognisable.  The  pose  and  setting  should  be  characteristic  of  the 
species.  These  factors  might  be  classed  as  the  field  considerations. 
Then  there  are  the  photographic  demands.  The  subject  must  be 
sharp  and  clear,  free  from  distortion,  and  the  tone  values  should  be 
correctly  scaled. 

We  will  take  stock  of  the  photographic  ingredients  first  as  these 
are  all  visible  and  measurable  in  the  finished  result.  They  are  factors 
which  anyone  looking  at  a  photograph  recognises  unconsciously  as  a 
standard  of  acceptance  and  are  distinct  from  any  ornithological  or 
aesthetic  appeal.  They  are  also  by  far  the  easiest  factors  to  control. 

Tone  values  for  instance  are  the  product  of  exposure  and  develop¬ 
ment,  these  can  be  fairly  accurately  determined  by  any  exposure 
meter,  and  subsequent  reference  to  developing  tables  supplied  with 
the  developer.  A  black  and  white  bird  should  have  a  range  of  tone 
in  both  black  and  white  areas,  neither  area  should  be  solid  black  or 
white.  This  demand  for  a  full  tone-range  forces  a  tendency  to  work 
for  what  is  known  as  a  soft  negative  or  one  without  strong  contrast, 
and  is  generally  achieved  by  giving  more  exposure  and  less  develop¬ 
ment  than  is  usual  with  general  photography.  This  consideration  of 
tone  has  fostered  a  tendency  for  bird  photographers  to  avoid  natural 
contrast  by  shunning  strong  sunlight  as  much  as  possible. 

Distortion  in  bird  photographs  is  not  often  objectionable  as  the 
majority  of  birds  are  relatively  compact  creatures.  When  objections 
are  raised  it  is  generally  with  those  birds  which  have  long  bills,  necks, 
or  legs,  and  the  fault  is  almost  always  caused  by  the  camera  being 
placed  too  near  or  too  high  above  the  subject.  A  bird  like  a  curlew 
can  be  given  an  extraordinary  long  bill  in  proportion  to  its  body  if  it 
happens  to  be  taken  at  close  range  when  walking  more  or  less  toward 
the  camera.  Such  birds  are  best  photographed  with  their  attenuated 
portions  across  the  field  of  view  rather  than  in  line  with  the  lens. 
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PLATE  1 

GREENSHANK — habitual  approach  to  nest 


PLATE  2 

PTARMIGAN — a  natural  perch 


PLATE  3 


SHAG — a  combination  of  bird  and  habitat 
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PLATE  4 


GOLDEN  EAGLE — its  gaze  just  off  the  lens 
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The  most  frequent  form  of  distortion  is  that  arising  from  too  high 
a  viewpoint  when  photographing  birds  standing  on  the  ground.  It  is 
remarkably  easy  in  a  photograph  unconsciously  to  replace  the  long 
legs  of  a  wader  like  the  Ringed  Plover  with  legs  more  appropriate  to 
a  Nightjar.  The  too  high  viewpoint  criticism  is  rarely  attributable  to 
the  work  of  a  beginner.  It  is  generally  found  in  the  work  of  someone 
who  has  met  with  the  difficulty  of  out-of-focus  foreground  and  is 
using  the  high  viewpoint  as  a  solution. 

Now  we  come  to  the  third  and  by  far  the  most  troublesome  of 
the  photographic  factors,  definition,  or  the  sharpness  of  the  photo¬ 
graphic  image.  When  a  photographer  first  tries  his  hand  at  wild 
birds  he  is  nearly  always  disappointed  by  the  relatively  small  size  of 
the  image  on  his  negative  so  that  in  the  final  print  the  degree  of  en¬ 
largement  has  to  be  so  great  that  definition  and  quality  have  to  be 
sacrificed  in  order  to  achieve  a  satisfactory  size  of  bird.  One  quickly 
realizes  the  necessity  for  an  initial  large  image  of  the  bird  on  the 
negative,  thus  minimising  the  degree  of  enlargement  and  consequent 
loss  in  definition.  This  can  be  achieved  in  two  ways — (1)  getting 
closer  to  the  bird  when  exposing  and  (2)  by  using  a  longer  focus  lens. 
Both  have  disadvantages.  Too  close  an  approach  to  a  bird  may 
scare  it,  and  if  it  is  being  worked  at  the  nest  this  can  be  disastrous. 
Whereas  a  too  long  focus  lens  gives  false  perspective  and  lack  of  depth — 
like  the  shrunken  cricket  pitches  one  sees  on  television  and  which  are 
due  to  using  long  focus  lenses.  The  result  is  that  we  see  at  close 
range  objects  having  long  range  perspective. 

It  has  been  found  that  the  best  compromise  is  that  obtained  by 
using  a  lens  of  focal  length  1J  times  normal  for  the  negative  size  in 
use  and  locating  the  camera  at  a  distance  from  the  bird  which  gives 
an  image  length  of  the  bird  about  J  of  the  negative  length.  This  is 
of  course  an  approximate  ideal  and  cannot  always  be  achieved. 

Reference  was  made  to  1 J  times  the  normal  focal  length  of  lens 
for  the  negative  size  in  use.  The  normal  focal  length  lens  for  a 
camera  is  generally  assumed  to  be  the  same  length  as  the  diagonal 
of  the  negative.  Using  a  lens  1  \  times  the  normal  for  the  negative  size, 
results  in  working  distances  of  about  3  feet  for  warbler- size  birds  to 
about  14 — 15  feet  for  the  largest  birds  like  Herons. 

Earlier  reference  was  made  to  using  a  high  viewpoint  as  a  means 
of  achieving  foreground  focus  and  of  its  attendant  faults.  Some 
cameras  are  fitted  with  tilting  fronts  or  backs  which  permit  of  focussing 
on  a  plane  not  parallel  to  the  plane  of  the  plate  or  film.  Careful  and 
restrained  use  of  this  feature  can  permit  of  sharp  bird  and  foreground 
focus  without  resort  to  a  high  viewpoint  and  its  apparent  distortion 
of  the  bird.  Restrained  use  of  these  camera  movements  is  mentioned 
because  it  is  all  too  easy  to  have  a  slice  of  horizontal  focus  running 
through  the  middle  of  the  bird,  leaving  the  legs  and  head  out  of 
focus. 
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British  bird  photographers  have  developed  a  preference  for 
pictures  that  show  all  the  bird  in  focus  together  with  all  the  surround 
in  front  of  the  bird  clearly  defined;  the  background  is  allowed,  to  a 
large  extent,  to  look  after  itself  with  regard  to  focus.  We  will  assume 
that  our  camera  is  rigidly  mounted  on  a  firm  tripod  or  other  support 
and  the  bird  is  perfectly  still,  that  the  wind  is  not  blowing  the  sur¬ 
rounding  vegetation,  and  that  if  the  bird  is  on  a  branch  it  has  stopped 
swaying.  In  other  words  there  is  no  movement  in  either  subject  or 
camera.  If  our  image  is  still  blurred  the  reason  is  because  our  lens 
has  not  been,  or  cannot  be,  focussed  on  the  amount  of  subject  we 
desire  to  show  clearly.  The  fact  that  the  depth  of  focus  given  by  a 
lens  decreases  as  the  camera  is  brought  closer  to  the  bird  is  very  soon 
realized  when  watching  the  focussing  screen. 

The  degree  of  what  should  be  in  sharp  focus  together  with  the  lens’ 
ability  to  give  only  a  relatively  narrow  band  of  focus  at  our  working 
distance  dictates  that  our  subject  and  its  attendant  surround  when 
viewed  from  the  camera  position  must  be  in  a  fairly  flat  plane.  This 
means  searching  for  a  nest  fulfilling  these  conditions  or  one  that  may 
be  adapted  without  undue  risk  or  disturbance  to  the  bird  and  nest. 

This  process  of  adapting  or  tampering  with  a  nest  and  its  natural 
surround  to  make  it  more  suitable  for  photography  is  referred  to  as 
“  gardening,”  but  more  about  this  later.  At  this  stage  we  have  catered 
for  most  of  the  foreseeable  photographic  factors  affecting  the  success 
of  our  photograph  and  the  remaining  factors  may  be  classed  as  field 
considerations. 

Few  nests  are  naturally  arranged  ideally  for  photography  and  a 
certain  amount  of  arranging  of  the  surrounds  is  generally  desirable 
and  frequently  necessary  in  order  to  obtain  either  a  reasonable  view 
of  the  bird  or  to  assist  in  making  the  site  more  presentable  photo¬ 
graphically.  This  “  gardening  ”  of  a  site  is  perhaps  one  of  the  most 
difficult  and  from  the  safety  of  the  nest  point  of  view,  the  most 
dangerous  phase  of  the  proceedings.  This  process  of  opening-up  a 
nest  is,  justifiably,  where  the  bird  photographer  meets  some  of  the 
aversionist’s  heaviest  criticism. 

Lank  herbage  can  be  very  easily  tramped  down  near  the  nest 
and  around  the  hide  until  when  the  hide  is  removed  the  site  looks 
like  a  miniature  plane  crash.  On  the  other  hand  it  is  surprising  how 
natural  a  site  can  be  left  by  being  conscious  of  the  danger  when  re¬ 
moving  or  displacing  cover  and  when  moving  around  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  nest  and  hide. 

Offending  cover  should  be  displaced  or  adjusted  rather  than  cut 
or  removed,  any  cutting  has  to  be  done  carefully  if  it  is  not  to  be 
offensively  obvious  in  the  photograph.  Briefly,  “  gardening  ”  serves 
three  purposes,  providing  a  viewing  channel,  arranging  the  site  in  the 
focal  plane,  and  removing  distracting  highlights  such  as  the  odd  dead 
grass  stalk  that  cuts  across  the  back  of  the  nest,  or  things  like  daisy- 
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heads  in  the  background  which  would  show  up  as  unsightly  lines 
or  offensive  blobs  in  the  finished  print.  There  are  many  subtleties 
in  “  gardening  ”  which  vary  from  nest  to  nest.  One  must  be  able 
to  see  the  finished  print  in  ones  mind,  where  the  bird  will  stand, 
what  the  background  to  the  bird  will  be  when  it  is  at  the  nest,  or  how 
the  surround  would  be  best  placed  to  balance  the  position  of  the  bird. 
But  all  this  of  course  is  useless  unless  the  bird  poses  where  you  hope 
it  will.  Skilled  “  gardening  ”  can  enhance  a  good  shot  of  the  bird 
itself;  bad  “  gardening  ”  can  ruin  it. 

Having  found  or  prepared  a  nest  so  that  it  presents  a  relatively 
flat  plane,  all  that  remains  is  to  focus  on  this  plane  and  wait  until  such 
time  as  the  bird  also  lines  itself  up  in  the  same  plane.  ( Plate  1)  The 
frequency  with  which  the  bird  will  oblige  in  this  manner  can  often 
be  increased  by  studying  the  bird’s  natural  approach  and  attitude  at 
the  nest  prior  to  any  photographic  preparations.  This  can  be  done 
with  the  aid  of  binoculars.  Most  birds  have  set  habits  in  their  approach 
to  the  nest.  Preliminary  watching  can  often  avoid  the  siting  of  the 
hide  so  that  the  bird  annoyingly  comes  up  from  the  back  of  the  nest 
facing  the  camera  head-on. 

A  bird  portrait  should  not  need  the  name  of  the  species  printing 
below  it  to  ascertain  its  identity.  Yet  it  is  very  easy  to  snap  a  bird 
in  an  uncharacteristic  attitude  which  may  tend  to  link  it  with  another 
species.  A  portrait  of  a  species  is  always  more  satisfying  and  accept¬ 
able  if  it  shows  clearly  the  bird’s  main  distinguishing  features,  not 
forgetting  its  stance.  ( Frontispiece )  For  instance  an  owl  should  show 
both  eyes,  and  preferably  its  feet  too,  whereas  most  other  birds 
look  best  with  the  bill  in  profile  as  it  is  generally  one  of  the  most 
distinguishing  features.  A  bird’s  head  is  often  in  good  profile  when 
it  is  looking  square  at  the  lens  and  very  often  if  it  is  looking  at  the 
lens  it  is  in  a  momentary  pause — ideal  for  a  snap.  All  too  often 
when  taken  like  this  the  bird  looks  camera  conscious  and  uncomfortably 
tense.  Results  look  much  more  pleasing  and  relaxed  with  the  bird’s 
gaze  focussed  just  off  the  lens.  {Plate  4) 

Choosing  a  site  in  an  unusual  habitat  for  a  particular  species  may 
also  detract  from  instant  identification,  whereas  a  typical  site  may 
enhance  the  result  quite  a  lot,  rather  like  the  photograph  of  a  lady  in 
evening  dress  leaving  a  Rolls  Royce  as  opposed  to  one  of  her  in  the 
same  dress  dismounting  from  a  bicycle.  One  picture  bufids  up  the 
atmosphere  in  the  viewer’s  mind;  the  other  destroys  it.  After  all  it 
is  not  only  what  one  permits  the  viewer  to  see  in  the  print  that  matters, 
but  how  effective  it  is  in  making  his  mind  imagine  far  more,  in  other 
words,  by  conveying  an  atmosphere.  It  is  often  this  consideration 
which  controls  the  viewpoint  and  also  what  is  included  or  excluded 
in  the  photograph  of  the  nest-surrounds.  {Plate  3) 

The  nest  site  itself  is  not  always  conducive  to  ideal  portraiture, 
the  background  may  be  hopeless  or  the  conditions  may  force  a  bird 
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to  perch  awkwardly.  In  some  cases  this  may  suggest  the  use  of  a 
perch,  especially  where  the  species  naturally  makes  use  of  perches 
in  passing  to  and  from  the  nest.  ( Plate  2)  Some  species  may  be 
induced  to  take  bait  as  a  feasible  alternative.  A  lot  depends  on  the 
rarity  of  the  bird,  one  may  have  to  accept  a  photographically  poor 
site  of  a  rare  species  but  with  the  common  varieties  the  chance  of 
finding  an  ideal  site  over  say  two  or  three  seasons  leaves  no  excuse 
for  trying  to  make  use  of  awkward  sites.  {Plate  5) 

One  of  the  most  difficult  impressions  to  convey  reliably  in  a  bird 
photograph  is  scale.  A  number  of  species  register  their  size  un¬ 
consciously  because  a  person  is  familiar  with  the  bird,  or  the  bird 
happens  to  be  sited  alongside  a  well-known  plant  or  leaf.  When  a 
bird  is  shown  among  unfamiliar  vegetation  or  on  cliffs  the  photograph 
may  fail  entirely  to  give  even  an  approximate  guide  to  the  bird’s  size. 
Unfortunately  there  does  not  appear  to  be  a  satisfactory  solution  to 
this  weakness.  The  desire  to  fill  the  picture  space  with  a  reasonable 
sized  image  of  the  bird  irrespective  of  species  tends  toward  uniformity 
of  bird-size  in  the  print.  An  eagle  would  be  shown  occupying  the 
same  area  as  a  merlin  and  vice  versa.  Quite  frequently  nothing  in 
the  photograph  indicates  at  what  range  the  bird  was  viewed  when 
taken  or  what  subsequent  degree  of  enlargement  was  effected  by  the 
photographer  in  making  the  print. 

We  have  skimmed  over  some  of  the  photographic  and  field 
considerations  which  affect  the  success  of  a  bird  portrait,  there  are 
one  or  two  other  details  which  may  be  said  to  effect  the  aesthetic 
appeal  of  the  picture.  These  are  trivial  in  themselves  but  work 
unconsciously  on  the  viewer — rather  like  the  coloured  foil  round  a 
chocolate.  For  instance  a  small  dainty  bird  is  accepted  far  more 
readily  if  it  is  shown  in  dainty  surroundings  and  if  the  print  is  fight 
and  airy,  similarly  bolder  treatment  will  enhance  a  large  and  powerful 
bird.  Placing  the  bird  in  the  most  acceptable  part  of  the  picture 
space  can  also  repay  consideration  when  making  the  final  print.  Bad 
placing  may  detract  from  a  good  portrait  although  good  placing  will 
not  redeem  a  bad  one. 

I  hope  what  has  been  said  hasn’t  tended  to  make  bird  portraiture 
sound  complicated  or  difficult;  in  fact  it  is  neither.  What  has  been 
said  represents,  I  believe,  the  accepted  general  ideas  of  the  majority 
of  bird  photographers  in  this  country,  but  it  by  no  means  represents 
those  of  Continental  and  American  photographers.  There,  the  main 
desire  seems  to  be  to  fill  the  picture  with  bird;  the  depth  of  focus, 
distortion,  and  the  elimination  of  everything  except  bird,  combine  to 
give  an  impression  of  coarseness  when  compared  with  the  general 
British  practice. 

I  would  like  to  conclude  by  taking  this  opportunity  to  acknowledge 
most  gratefully  the  generous  and  unstinting  help  I  have  received  from 
others.  Without  this  help  most  of  my  photographs  could  not  have 
been  taken.  Whilst  I  derive  the  greatest  personal  pleasure  in  bird 
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photography  from  the  actual  bird-nesting,  I  have  occasionally  been 
very  pleased  to  have  the  privilege  of  photographing  birds  at  nests 
found  by  someone  else.  The  physical  demands  of  hide  building 
have  often  called  for  asssitance  and  many  hundreds  of  miles  must 
have  been  trudged  by  those  who  have  put  me  in  and  let  me  out  of 
hides.  I  can  only  hope  they  too  have  shared  in  the  pleasure. 

THE  MACRO-LEPIDOPTERA  OF  THE  LINCOLNSHIRE 

FENS  AND  MARSHES 

by 

R.  E.  M.  PILCHER,  m.a.,  f.r.e.s. 

Introduction 

With  the  final  retreat  of  the  ice  after  the  last  glaciation  of  the 
Pleistocene  Period,  the  climate  of  the  British  Isles  gradually  became 
warmer  and  encouraged  the  spread  of  the  Holocene  colonisers  along 
the  land  bridge  which  still  joined  Britain  with  the  mainland  of  Europe. 
The  majority  of  species  of  lepidoptera  which  inhabit  Britain  in 
present  times  arrived  in  this  way  although  a  few  of  the  cold-loving 
species  which  had  flourished  in  the  sub-arctic  conditions  of  the  Ice 
Age  followed  in  the  wake  of  the  retreating  ice  and  survive  as  relict 
fauna,  mostly  on  the  mountains  of  Northern  Britain.  Other  sur¬ 
vivors  from  a  warmer  interstadial  period  were  able  to  find  refuge  in 
the  warmer  areas  on  the  coasts,  probably  of  land  now  submerged 
beneath  the  sea,  and  in  the  south  and  west  of  Britain.  None  of  the 
species  under  consideration  in  this  Paper  represent  glacial  relicts, 
which  require  conditions  very  different  from  those  existing  in  the  fens. 
Much  of  the  palaeontology  of  lepidoptera  must  be  conjectural  for 
insects  leave  few  fossils  and  there  is  considerable  difference  of  opinion 
as  to  which  species  represent  interstadial  survivors,  and  which  glac¬ 
iation  they  have  survived,  but  it  is  very  probable  that  one  species, 
the  Rosy  Wave  (S copula  emutaria ),  is  a  survivor  at  least  of  the  warm 
period  preceding  the  fourth  and  last  glaciation  of  the  last  Ice  Age. 

The  Rosy  Wave  alone  of  the  species  under  consideration  has 
shown  evidence  of  sub-species  formation.  On  the  coast  it  exists  in 
the  form  subroseata  (Haworth),  while  a  grey  race  is  found  in  some 
inland  localities,  similar  to  the  continental  race.  The  Holocene 
Period  began  after  the  retreat  of  the  ice  some  nine  thousand  years  ago ; 
the  land  connection  between  Britain  and  the  continent  disappeared 
finally  near  the  Straits  of  Dover  between  seven  and  five  thousand 
years  ago.  The  land  of  the  Dogger  Bank  had  been  lost  under  the 
sea  possibly  a  thousand  years  previously  (Zeuner,  1946).  The  Holo¬ 
cene  colonists  have  therefore  lived  in  geographical  isolation  only  a 
relatively  short  time  for  it  is  suggested  by  Beirne  (1947)  that  at  least 
fifty  thousand  years  is  required  for  the  development  of  a  full  sub¬ 
species.  Such  a  period  of  time  would  certainly  require  interstadial 
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survival.  It  would  appear  therefore  that  to  the  Rosy  Wave  belongs 
the  honour  of  being  the  oldest  inhabitant  of  the  Fens. 

With  the  retreat  of  the  ice  there  was  a  marked  amelioration  of  the 
climate  and  an  arctic-alpine  vegetation  was  followed  by  large  areas  of 
grassland  and  forest,  which  being  geographically  continuous  were  no 
ecological  barrier  to  the  spread  of  the  insects  which  favour  those 
conditions.  The  large  area  of  moorland  which  at  one  time  covered 
Britain,  moved  northwards  and  enabled  insects  favouring  this  habitat 
to  spread  over  the  country.  Fens  and  marshes  however  were  and 
still  are  discontinuous  and  colonisers  had  to  fly  over  ecologically 
unsuitable  country  in  order  to  find  new  habitats.  It  is  suggested  by 
Beirne  (1953)  that  a  broad  outcrop  of  oolite  and  an  almost  continuous 
range  of  low  hills  extending  from  Yorkshire  to  Devonshire  has  confined 
the  marsh  and  fen  lepidoptera  to  a  triangle  in  the  south  and  east  of 
Britain  and  prevented  their  inhabiting  what  would  appear  to  be 
perfectly  suitable  areas  elsewhere,  as  for  example  in  the  Lake  District 
and  near  Lough  Neagh.  Seme  species  with  greater  powers  of  flight 
and  more  vigorous  migratory  habits  did  overcome  this  barrier,  but 
the  majority  are  confined  to  this  triangle  of  which  Lincolnshire 
represents  the  northern  and  eastern  corner. 

The  influence  on  the  numbers  and  distribution  of  the  insects  of 
the  fens  had  so  far  been  entirely  climatic  and  geographical,  and  in 
only  the  last  eighteen  hundred  years  have  man’s  activities  had  any 
effect.  At  first  his  efforts  were  probably  wholly  beneficial.  The 
Romans  drained  the  Fens  in  the  first  century  A.D.  and  it  became  a 
rich  agricultural  region  only  to  return  to  fenland  conditions  in  Anglo- 
Saxon  and  later  times.  The  great  sea-bank  begun  in  the  Middle 
Ages  and  followed  by  the  making  of  further  banks  and  walls  and  the 
erection  of  sluices  helped  to  prevent  the  frequent  inundation  of  salt 
water  over  the  freshwater  marshes  and  the  grassland.  Such  inun¬ 
dations,  sometimes  from  accident  and  sometimes  from  frank  sabotage, 
spelt  disaster  to  the  old  inhabitants  of  the  fens  with  the  destruction  of 
their  grazing  and  the  fish  in  the  freshwater  pools  (Wheeler,  1868). 
It  was  equally  a  disaster  to  the  freshwater  vegetation  and  its  asso¬ 
ciated  insects.  With  the  completion  of  the  sea-banks  vast  areas  of 
mere,  pool  and  reed-beds  developed  in  the  fens  of  Lincolnshire  and 
probably  the  bird  and  insect  life  was  then  at  its  zenith.  No  doubt 
at  this  time  typical  fen  insects  such  as  the  Large  Copper  ( Lycaena 
dispar )  and  the  Reed  Tussock  (Laelia  caenosa )  were  common  and 
widely  distributed.  This  was  however  a  short  period;  progressive 
drainage  of  the  fens  in  Lincolnshire  and  elsewhere  in  the  country  over 
the  last  two  hundred  years,  culminating  in  the  disappearance  in  1850 
of  the  last  great  piece  of  inland  water  at  Whittlesea  Mere,  has  led  to 
a  progressive  decline  in  the  fauna  of  the  fens.  The  last  Large  Copper 
was  taken  in  Holme  Fen  in  1847  or  1848  (Ford,  1945)  and  the  last 
Reed  Tussock  in  Wicken  Fen  some  thirty  years  later  (South,  1907). 
Drainage  becomes  increasingly  more  efficient  and  more  effective  and 
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many  species  are  in  danger  of  joining  the  growing  list  of  extinct  species. 
Ponds  are  being  filled  in  with  refuse  or  bulldozed  with  earth;  the 
banks  of  drains  and  streams  are  more  efficiently  roded  and  cleaned 
and  the  weed-killer  completes  the  deadly  work.  It  would  appear 
that  the  present  time,  the  eleventh  hour,  is  an  appropriate  moment  to 
assess  the  present  status  of  the  marsh  and  fen  lepidoptera — while 
there  are  still  lepidoptera  to  assess. 

Salt-marsh  Lepidoptera 

The  Lincolnshire  coast  of  the  Wash  consists  of  saltings  of  varying 
depth,  usually  covered  by  spring  tides  and  uncovered  by  neaps.  The 
marsh  varies  to  some  extent  from  year  to  year  and  is  on  the  whole 
accreting  although  the  actual  area  is  being  reduced  by  reclamation  at 
intervals,  and  subsequent  cultivation,  of  large  areas.  There  are  other 
smaller  and  less  constant  areas  of  salt-marsh  at  the  base  of  the  sandhills 
further  north.  Such  ecological  conditions  limit  the  variety  of  both 
vegetation  and  lepidoptera. 

Mention  has  already  been  made  of  the  Rosy  Wave  (S copula 
emutaria).  This  moth,  the  larva  of  which  feeds  on  Sea  Lavender 
( Limonium  vulgar e)  could  be  found  at  Saltfleetby  in  the  1920’s,  but 
nothing  appears  to  have  been  heard  of  it  there  recently.  It  was  not 
uncommon  at  Gibraltar  Point  after  the  last  war,  but  in  recent  years, 
and  notably  after  the  1953  floods,  it  has  become  very  much  scarcer. 
The  beds  of  Limonium  have,  however,  never  been  healthier  and  this 
pretty  moth  should  survive  in  this  the  extreme  northern  limit  of  its 
range  in  Britain. 

The  Scarce  Pug  ( Eupithecia  extensaria )  extends  from  the  Norfolk 
coast  to  south  Yorkshire  and  it  is  widely  spread  and  common  on  the 
Lincolnshire  salt-marshes.  The  larva  feeds  on  Sea  Wormwood 
(. Artemisia  absinthium).  Intensive  grazing  by  cattle,  especially  during 
the  dry  summer  of  1959,  greatly  reduced  the  quantity  of  the  foodplant 
and  this  together  with  the  high  incidence  of  parasitism — about  60% 
of  larvae  are  infected  with  a  dipterous  parasite — endanger  the  survival 
of  this  species. 

Only  two  other  species  are  true  inhabitants  of  salt-marsh — the 
Saltern  Ear  ( Hydraecia  paludis)  and  the  Starwort  ( Cucullia  asteris ). 
The  latter  is  found  more  commonly  as  a  larva,  and  often  abundantly, 
feeding  on  Sea  Aster  (Aster  tripolium).  The  former  is  also  common. 
The  larva  feeds  within  the  roots  of  a  variety  of  plants,  including 
Limonium.  The  imagines  of  both  species  stray  considerable  distances 
and  are  not  infrequent  inland. 

Freshwater  Marsh  and  Fen  Lepidoptera 

“  The  difference  between  a  marsh  and  a  fen  is  that  the  former 
has  a  soil  of  an  inorganic  (mineral)  basis  whereas  a  fen  has  a  soil  of 
an  organic  (peaty)  basis.  There  appears  to  be  little  difference  between 
the  composition  of  the  lepidopterous  fauna  of  a  fen,  as  such,  and 
that  of  a  marsh  ”  (Beirne,  1953). 
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The  term  “  Marsh  and  Fen  ”  includes  a  variety  of  habitats,  and 
some  sub-division  is  necessary.  First  to  be  considered  are  reed- 
swamps,  where  the  bases  of  the  reeds  are  continually  under  water, 
the  water  level  being  above  ground  level;  and  reed-beds,  where  there 
is  more  or  less  complete  drying  out  in  summer. 

None  of  the  British  macro-lepidoptera  are  wholly  confined  to  an 
aquatic  habitat  and  exclusive  to  reed-swamps,  such  as  the  little 
“  micro  ”  ( Scoenobius  gigantellus )  whose  larva,  after  finishing  with  a 
young  shoot  of  a  reed,  bites  a  piece  off  for  a  raft  and  drifts  on  this  to 
a  fresh  feeding  place.  Certain  species  however  show  a  preference 
for  reed-swamps  and  are  found  only  there  and  in  reed-beds.  Such 
species  are  the  Bulrush  Moth  ( Nonagria  typhae );  Brown- veined 
Wainscot  (TV-,  dissoluta) ;  Twin-spotted  Wainscot  (TV.  geminipuncta ); 
and  the  Silky  Wainscot  ( Chilodes  maritima). 

The  Bulrush  Moth  is  a  great  wanderer  and  it  will  rapidly  colonise 
any  reed-bed  if  its  foodplant,  Typha  latifolia ,  is  present  or  planted 
there.  It  is  common  in  the  County.  The  Brown-veined  Wainscot 
is  also  widely  distributed  in  the  south  of  the  County  and  it  is  not 
uncommon  round  Boston.  The  larva  feeds  on  Phragmites  and  prefers 
the  larger  reed-beds.  It  is  becoming  rarer  only  because  its  habitat 
is  becoming  rarer.  The  Twin-spotted  Wainscot  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  recorded  from  the  County  until  1957,  when  I  took  two 
specimens  in  my  garden  in  Boston,  followed  by  four  in  1958,  and 
fourteen  in  1959.  This  species  prefers  large  reed-beds,  especially 
reed-swamps,  for  the  larva  feeds  within  the  reed  stem  and  pupates 
there.  The  water  probably  gives  it  some  measure  of  protection  from 
predators.  The  number  taken  suggests  that  a  recent  colony  has  been 
established  successfully  near  my  garden,  although  I  have  been  unable 
to  find  a  site  which  would  appear  to  satisfy  its  ecological  requirements. 
The  Silky  Wainscot,  like  the  Twin-spotted  Wainscot,  is  not  included 
in  Mason’s  List  (1906-10),  but  this  list  is  often  inaccurate  and  certainly 
incomplete.  It  has  always  been  widely  distributed  and  not  rare  in 
the  county  and  until  the  area  was  drained  and  subsequently  cultivated 
during  the  1914  war,  it  was  common  within  the  borough  boundary 
of  Boston.  Like  the  Brown-veined  Wainscot  its  future  depends 
however  on  the  survival  of  suitable  reed-beds  with  a  high  water-table. 

Of  the  species  that  are  characteristic  of  reed-beds  in  drier  situations, 
where  pupation  occurs  either  in  the  ground  or  amongst  reed  litter, 
the  Obscure  Wainscot  ( Leucania  obsoleta )  is  the  rarest.  There  is  a 
single  record  of  a  specimen  taken  by  the  late  Mr.  C.  P.  Arnold  near 
Lincoln  (Mason,  1908),  but  no  other  specimen  appears  to  have  been 
recorded.  Yet  it  still  exists  at  Kyme,  although  not  commonly,  where 
being  very  near  the  old  Car  Dyke,  it  may  represent  a  relict  of  the  old 
fen  fauna,  for  its  present  habitat  is  a  comparatively  recent  brick-pit, 
lying  almost  on  the  banks  of  the  Dyke.  I  have  taken  this  species  in 
my  garden,  a  single  specimen  in  1959,  and  two  in  1960,  and  it  may 
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therefore  have  a  wider  distribution  than  is  realised.  I  do  not  however 
think  it  is  common  anywhere. 

The  Fen  Wainscot  ( Arenostola  phragmitidis )  is  somewhat  local  but 
it  is  common  enough  where  it  occurs.  The  larva  of  this  species  and 
of  the  Obscure  Wainscot  feed  on  the  leaves  of  reeds  in  the  open  and 
prefer  a  drier  situation  where  a  fall  on  to  the  ground  would  not  be 
the  disaster  of  a  fall  into  water.  The  Southern  Wainscot  ( Leucania 
straminea ),  which  Barrett  describes  as  very  local  in  Lincolnshire  and 
is  so  quoted  by  Mason,  who  also  mentions  two  specimens  taken  at 
unusually  late  date  in  Lincoln  Fen  in  1899,  is  also  an  inhabitant  of  the 
drier  reed-beds.  It  occurs  at  Kyme  and  I  took  a  single  specimen  in 
my  garden  in  1959.  The  Large  Wainscot  ( Rhizedra  Intosa)  also 
typically  an  inhabitant  of  the  drier  reed-beds,  is  common  almost 
everywhere. 

The  above  are  species  which  are  restricted  to  or  typical  of  reed- 
swamps  and  reed-beds.  The  presence  of  many  of  the  other  species 
is  governed  by  the  occurence  of  the  foodplant.  The  Marsh  Carpet 
( Perizoma  sagittata )  was  taken  freely  at  Haverholme  up  to  about  1910 
by  the  late  Mr.  J.  D.  Coward  and  more  extensively  throughout  the 
county  in  the  latter  part  of  the  last  century.  Its  larval  food  plant, 
Thalictrum  flavum ,  still  occurs  in  the  county  and  this  pretty  moth 
may  still  survive  in  some  unworked  part  of  the  Fens,  although  nothing 
has  been  heard  of  it  since  the  beginning  of  the  first  world  war. 

The  Gold-spot  ( Plusia  festucae ),  particularly  common  in  the 
second  brood  in  1959,  prefers  Iris  pseudacorus  as  a  larval  food  plant, 
although  it  will  feed  on  Iris  spp.  in  general.  The  Double-lobed 
Moth  ( Hydraecia  ophiogramma )  occurs  wherever  there  is  a  good  growth 
of  Phalaris  spp.  Both  moths  are  widely  distributed  and  common. 

Another  Wainscot  preferring  dry  situations  and  rather  local  in 
the  county,  although  I  take  it  at  Boston,  is  the  Striped  Wainscot 
{Leucania  pudorina ).  It  is  rather  catholic  in  its  tastes,  feeding  on  a 
variety  of  species  of  Cladium ,  Carex  and  Phragmites. 

The  Marsh  Moth  ( Hydrilla  palustris)  is  a  typical  marsh  and  fen 
insect,  the  larva  feeding  on  Spiraea  Ulmaria.  There  is  a  record  of  a 
single  specimen  taken  in  1902  on  the  coast  sandhills  (Mason,  1908). 
It  is  a  most  retiring  insect  and  a  late  flyer.  It  may  well  exist  in  some 
locality  and  have  escaped  notice. 

Certain  species  seem  to  show  a  definite  preference  for  freshwater 
marshes  near  the  sea.  Amongst  these  are  the  Dog’s  tooth  ( Hadena 
suasa ),  Crescent-striped  {Apamea  oblonga )  and  Round-winged  Muslin 
( Comacla  senex).  All  are  common  in  the  Reserves  at  Gibraltar  Point 
and  Saltfleetby. 

In  general  it  may  be  said  that  most  species  which  inhabit  a  typical 
open  grassland  country  in  Lincolnshire  are  especially  abundant  in 
fens  and  marshes,  where  the  vegetation  is  more  lush  and  the  flora 
generally  more  varied.  For  that  reason  certain  species  such  as  the 
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Common  Wainscot  ( Leucania  pallens ),  Smoky  Wainscot  (L.  impura), 
Shoulder-striped  Wainscot  (L.  comma),  Shuttle-shaped  Dart  ( Agrotis 
puta ),  Small  Clouded-buff  ( Petilampa  arcuosa ),  Lesser  Cream  Wave 
{Scopula  immutata ),  White-line  Dart  ( Euxoa  tritici)  and  its  form, 
possibly  a  true  species,  aquilina ,  are  especially  common  in  these  moist 
situtations. 

Carr 

Although  no  species  is  entirely  restricted  to  carr,  many  are  so 
closely  associated  with  it  and  are  seldom  found  far  from  such  situations. 
The  characteristic  trees  are  Salix  spp.,  alder  and  birch.  Typical  carr 
species  are  the  Green  Pea  ( Earias  clorana)  feeding  on  a  Broad-leaved 
Willow;  and  the  Small  Chocolate-tip  ( Clostera  pigra ),  feeding  on 
Dwarf  Willow.  The  former  is  common  in  the  south  of  the  county 
in  suitable  country;  the  latter  in  the  north. 

The  Water  Ermine  ( Spilosoma  urticae )  is  a  carr  species  whose 
larva  has  a  variety  of  low-growing  food  plants  but  always  prefers  those 
growing  under  bushes.  There  is  a  good  record  for  it  at  Haverholme 
early  in  the  present  century  and  another  for  East  Ferry  Common 
(Mason,  1907)  about  1892.  Other  records  are  almost  certainly  in¬ 
accurate.  I  have  never  seen  this  moth  in  Lincolnshire  but  it  may 
well  still  occur.  It  is  a  moth  of  wide  distribution  and  is  common 
although  local  in  Norfolk. 

The  Dingy  Footman  ( Eilema  griseola ),  together  with  its  form, 
flava  ( stramineola )  feeds  as  a  larva  on  the  lichens  characteristic  of  carr 
and  it  is  common  in  the  county. 

The  Silver  Hook  ( Eustrotia  uncula ),  commoner  in  the  north  and 
centre  of  the  county  and  possibly  most  frequent  in  the  Isle  of  Axholme, 
is  charactersitically  although  not  essentially  a  carr  species. 

Damp  Margins  of  Woods 

There  are  a  few  species  which  appear  to  be  charactersitic  of  this 
situation.  The  Mere  Wainscot  {Arenostola  fluxa  (Jiellmamii))  prefers 
this  situation  and  is  common  locally,  as  at  Woodhall  Spa.  The  Small 
Wainscot  (A.  pygmina )  is  generally  abundant  at  Lin  wood.  The 
Blackneck  ( Lygephila  pastinum ),  rare  in  the  County,  occurs  in  this 
type  of  habitat  and  in  carr,  it  occurs  in  a  few  rather  isolated  localities 
in  the  county  and  I  have  taken  a  single  specimen  in  my  garden.  The 
Scarce  Footman  {Eilema  complana )  appears  to  enjoy  the  same  type  of 
habitat. 

Banks  of  Rivers,  Streams  and  Drains 

A  typical  inhabitant  of  this  type  of  country  is  the  Butterbur 
(Hydraecia  petasitis).  I  have  only  one  record  and  it  is  not  mentioned 
by  Mason.  Yet  there  are  large  beds  of  the  foodplant  in  the  county 
and  this  rather  secretive  moth  is  probably  quite  common  if  one  knew 
where  to  look  for  it. 
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In  general  the  lepidoptera  of  this  habitat  are  typical  of  the  trees 
that  grow  on  the  banks — the  Poplars,  the  Willows,  the  Alders  and  the 
Sallows.  Typical  species  are  the  Pebble  Prominent  ( Notodonta  ziczac) 
and  Pale  Prominent  ( Pterostoma  palpina ),  both  common  in  the  county. 
The  Minor  Shoulder-knot  ( Bombycia  viminalis)  and  Double  Kidney 
( Zenobia  retusa )  are  common  locally,  as  are  the  Ruddy  Highflyer 
( Hydriomena  ruber  at  a)  on  alder,  and  Aapamea  ypsilon  with  its  larva 
hiding  under  the  bark  of  large  Aspens. 

The  ecological  requirements  of  certain  species  are  most  effectively 
satisfied  by  the  conditions  obtaining  on  river  banks.  Amongst  these 
are  the  Common  Sallow  ( Citria  lutea )  and  Pink-barred  Sallow  (C. 
icteritia).  In  the  early  stages  the  larvae  feed  on  low-growing  plants 
and  later  on  the  leaves  of  Salix.  The  control  of  weeds  (wild  flowers) 
is  generally  less  strict  on  river  banks  and  many  species  not  necessarily 
characteristic  of  such  situations  may  at  this  date  only  be  found  there 
owing  to  the  extinction  of  the  larval  foodplant  elsewhere. 

Conclusions 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  is  still  surviving  a  rich  and  varied  lepi- 
dopterous  fauna  in  Lincolnshire,  which  has  survived  in  spite  of  a 
gradual  and  increasing  destruction  of  the  natural  habitat. 

It  is  probable  that  those  species  which  inhabit  salt-marshes  or 
have  a  predilection  for  maritime  freshwater  marshes  are  satisfactorily 
cared  for  by  the  Lincolnshire  Naturalists’  Trust  in  their  Reserves  at 
Gibraltar  Point  and  Saltfleetby-Theddlethorpe.  These  have  been 
listed  in  a  previous  paper  (Pilcher,  1955).  Those  inhabiting  the 
margins  of  woods  and  carr  have  also  a  considerable  measure  of  pro¬ 
tection.  The  river  bank  species  do  not  appear  to  be  in  immediate 
danger. 

Species  however  which  require  a  considerable  area  of  reed- 
swamp  and  reed-bed  would  appear  to  be  in  great  danger  and  the 
possibility  of  obtaining  and  maintaining  such  an  area  in  the  county 
should  be  carefully  considered.  The  ecological  requirements  of  these 
insects  do  not  demand  a  Woodwalton  or  a  Wicken  Fen  and  it  is  probable 
that  a  disused  brick  or  gravel  pit,  in  a  suitable  area  and  provided  it 
was  not  too  deep,  would  be  suitable.  The  siting  of  such  a  reserve 
would  require  careful  consideration,  but  on  the  whole  the  balance 
of  evidence  is  that  at  the  present  the  greatest  concentration  of  marsh 
and  fen  lepidoptera,  including  the  rarer  species,  is  in  the  Haverholme- 
Heckington,  Kyme-Billinghay  region.  An  alternative  is  an  area  in 
Cowbit  Wash,  but  in  the  past,  probably  because  it  was  completely 
flooded  for  long  periods  in  the  winter,  the  fauna  of  this  area  was 
remarkably  poor. 

List  of  Species 

The  following  species  are  mentioned  in  the  text.  The  List  is 
not  intended  to  be  exhaustive.  • 
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1.  Species  extinct  in  the  Lincolnshire  Fens  (and  in  Britain). 

Lycaena  dispar ,  Linn.  The  Large  Copper. 

Laelia  caenosa ,  Linn.  The  Reed  Tussock. 

2.  Species  possibly  still  surviving  in  Lincolnshire,  present  status 

unknown  (still  occurring  elsewhere  in  Britain). 

Spilsoma  urticae.  Esp.  The  Water  Ermine. 

Hydrilla  palustris.  Hubn.  The  Marsh  Moth. 

Perizoma  sagittata.  Fabr.  The  Marsh  Carpet. 

3.  Species  still  occurring  in  the  County,  the  majority  commonly  or 

not  uncommonly. 

Cerura  furcula  Linn.  Sallow  Kitten. 

Notodonta  ziczac  Linn.  Pebble  Prominent. 

N.  dromedarius.  Linn.  Iron  Prominent. 

Pterostoma  palpina  Linn.  Pale  Prominent. 

Clostera  pigra  Hufn.  Small  Chocolate-tip. 

Tethea  ociogesima  Hunn.  Figure-of-Eighty. 

Earias  clorana  Linn.  Green  Pea. 

Comacla  senex  Hubn.  Round-winged  Muslin. 

Eilema  griseola  Hubn.  and  f.  stramineola  Doubleday.  Dingy  Foot¬ 
man. 

Eilema  complana  Linn.  Scarce  Footman. 

Euxoa  tritici  Linn,  and  the  form  aquilina  ( ? distinct  species).  White¬ 
line  Dart. 

Hadena  suasa  Schiff  ( dissimilis  Knoch).  Dog’s-tooth. 

Apamea  oblong  a  Haw  (abject  a  Hubn.).  Crescent-striped. 

Apamea  ypsilon  Bork  (fissipuncta  Haw).  Dismal. 

Hydraecia  ophiogramma  Esp.  Double-lobed. 

Hydraecia  petasitis  Hub.  Butterbur. 

Hydraecia  paludis  Tutt.  Saltern  Ear. 

Chilodes  maritima  Tausch.  Silky  Wainscot. 

Arenostola  pygmina  Haw  (fulva  Hubn.).  Small  Wainscot. 

fluxa  Hubn.  (hellmanni  Ev.).  Mere  Wainscot. 
phragmitidis  Hubn.  Fen  Wainscot. 

Rhizedra  lutosa  Hubn.  Large  Wainscot. 

Leucania  pallens  Linn.  Common  Wainscot. 
impura  Hubn.  Smoky  Wainscot. 
straminea  Treits.  Southern  Wainscot. 
pudorina  Schiff  ( impudens  FXubn.).  Striped  Wainscot. 
obsoleta  Hubn.  Obscure  Wainscot. 
comma  Linn.  Shoulder-striped  Wainscot. 

Petilampa  arcuosa  Haw  (minima  Haw).  Small  Dotted-buff. 

Zenobia  retusa  Linn.  Double  Kidney. 

Cirrhia  icteritia  Hufn.  (fulvago  auct.).  Pink-barred  Sallow. 

Citria  lutea  Stroe.  (flavago  Fabr.).  Common  Sallow. 

Cucullia  as  ter  is  Schiff.  Starwort. 

Eustrotia  uncula  Clerch.  Silver  Hook. 
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Lygephila  pastinum  Treits.  Blackneck. 

Hydriomena  ruberata.  Frey.  Ruddy  Highflyer. 

Eupithecia  extensaria  Frey.  Scarce  Pug. 

Scopula  emutaria.  Hubn.  Rosy  Wave. 

Scopula  immutata  Linn.  Lesser  Cream  Wave. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  HONORARY  GENERAL  SECRETARY- 

TREASURER,  1959 

In  these  days  of  increased  leisure  for  many  people,  natural  history 
continues  to  attract  an  ever-growing  stream  of  adherents.  Some  find 
relaxation  and  enjoyment  in  the  countryside  with  its  variety  of  plants 
and  animals;  others,  with  more  serious  intent,  devote  their  leisure 
hours  to  the  serious  study  of  some  special  branch  of  local  natural 
history  and  a  few  give  their  undivided  attention  to  the  scientific 
problems  of  taxonomy,  ecology  and  nature  conservation.  It  is  true 
that  the  greater  number  of  new  members  of  the  Lincolnshire  Naturalists' 
Union  express  general  interest  and  fall  into  the  first  category.  It  has, 
however,  been  encouraging  to  note  this  year  that  more  members  are 
to  be  found  in  the  second  group.  In  the  past,  repeated  appeals  have 
been  made  to  those  with  general  interests  to  specialise  and  to  undertake 
specific  work  for  ultimate  publication.  Our  ranks  of  specialists  have 
been  heavily  depleted  during  the  past  few  years.  I  hope  still  more 
will  come  forward  to  fill  the  gaps  in  our  sectional  activities.  It  will 
always  be  a  pleasure  to  indicate  lines  of  study  that  require  attention. 

Membership  this  year  has  reached  an  all-time  record  figure  of 
416.  This  has  been  due  largely  to  the  expansion  of  junior  membership 
which  at  the  end  of  1959  was  86,  an  increase  of  65%  from  the  time  a 
separate  junior  programme  was  commenced  two  years  ago.  And  it  is 
still  growing  and  attracting  not  only  individual  members  but  new' 
groups  from  schools  in  the  County.  This  is  a  great  tribute  to  its 
energetic  officers  and  committee  whose  report  will  be  presented 
shortly.  Adult  membership  has  increased  to  301. 

The  work  on  the  proposed  County  Flora  has  made  progress 
during  the  year.  Our  member,  Mr.  Mark  R.  D.  Seaward  of  Birming¬ 
ham  University,  with  botanical  and  editorial  experience,  came  forward 
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to  assist  Miss  E.  J.  Gibbons  to  collate  and  prepare  her  records  for 
publication.  Many  hours  of  devoted  work  have  gone  into  the  project 
and  the  first  sheets  in  typescript  are  now  available  for  detailed  con¬ 
sideration  by  the  Committee.  Mr.  Seaward,  in  addition  to  his  work 
on  the  flora,  has  reclassified  and  arranged  the  Union’s  extensive  moss 
herbarium  and  has  taken  initial  steps  to  promote  research  in  bryology 
in  the  County. 

Another  new  and  far-reaching  contribution  has  been  made  by 
Mr.  Peter  J.  Wilson  in  the  field  of  natural  history  photography.  His 
close-up  slides  in  colour  are  spectacular  and  of  the  greatest  scientific 
interest.  His  recent  lecture  to  the  members  of  the  Union  and  the 
Trust  bore  testimony  to  the  value  of  his  work  in  many  fields  of  research. 

The  work  of  “  The  Council  for  Nature  ”  has  made  substantial 
progress  during  the  year.  Two  issues  of  “  News  for  Naturalists  ” 
have  been  supplied  free  to  our  members  this  year  and  the  activities 
of  the  Council  have  been  recognised  by  the  B.B.C.  which  has  given  a 
substantial  grant  to  establish  and  maintain  an  Intelligence  Unit  to 
collect  and  index  information  on  the  work  being  undertaken  by 
member  societies,  groups  and  individuals  in  the  whole  field  of  natural 
history  and  nature  conservation.  Mr.  R.  S.  R.  Fitter  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  Director  and  will  be  assisted  by  a  Films  Officer  and  other 
members  of  staff.  The  most  recent  information  is  that  a  “  Nature 
News  ”  programme  for  naturalists  will  be  started  by  the  B.B.C.  in 
April,  1960  under  the  editorship  of  Mr.  John  Hillaby.  The  Council’s 
Conservation  Corps  did  splendid  work  at  Gibraltar  Point  Nature 
Reserve  in  controlling  the  spread  of  Townsend’s  Cordgrass  in  the 
marsh. 

The  finances  of  the  Union  have  improved  during  the  year.  In¬ 
come  exceeded  expenditure  by  £19  6s.  6d.  Membership  subscriptions 
totalled  £224  6s.  2d.,  an  increase  of  £11  8s.  2d.  on  the  previous  year. 
Balances  at  the  end  of  the  year  totalled  £613  2s.  9d. 

The  Union  and  the  Trust  have  jointly  arranged  two  lectures 
during  1959.  In  January,  Mr.  Kenneth  Williamson,  Migration 
Research  Officer  of  the  British  Trust  for  Ornithology,  gave  an  illustrated 
lecture  on  “  St.  Kilda  in  November,  Mr.  E.  C.  Riggall  spoke  about 
“  Insect  migration — with  special  reference  to  the  movements  of 
beetles.”  This  again  was  a  most  instructive  lecture  with  colour-slides. 
The  Union  also  collaborated  with  the  Trust  in  the  presentation  of  the 
Royal  Society  for  the  Protection  of  Birds’  colour-film  “  Highland 
Birds  ”  which  was  shown  in  Lincoln,  Grantham  and  Louth  in  April. 
The  meeting  to  receive  Sectional  Officers’  reports  in  December  again 
proved  most  stimulating  and  promoted  much  discussion.  The 
Annual  General  Meeting  was  held  in  Lincoln  on  7th  March,  1959. 
Mr.  Harold  Auger  presided;  there  were  105  members  present. 
Mr.  G.  W.  Whatmough  of  Lincoln  was  elected  President  for  1959-60 
and  Mr.  G.  A.  T.  Jeffs  of  Grimsby,  President-elect.  The  Hon. 
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General  Secretary-Treasurer  Mr.  F.  T.  Baker,  was  re-elected.  Mr.  B.  C. 
James  and  Mr.  Philip  E.  Gipps  were  appointed  Hon.  Field  Secretaries. 
Mr.  Robert  Withers  was  re-elected  as  Hon.  Auditor  and  thanked  for 
his  services.  The  Sectional  Officers  were  re-elected  en  bloc  with  the 
addition  of  Mr.  A.  D.  Townsend  as  Assistant  Ornithological  Secretary. 
Officers  for  the  Junior  Section  were  appointed  as  follows :  Hon.  General 
Secretary,  Mr.  E.  V.  Wray;  Hon.  Field  Secretary,  Mr.  G.  S.  Seal; 
Committee:  Miss  E.  J.  Gibbons  and  Mr.  H.  S.  Proctor.  The  following 
six  representatives  were  elected  to  serve  on  the  Council  of  the  Lincoln¬ 
shire  Naturalists’  Trust  for  1959-60:  Professor  C.  G.  C.  Chesters, 
Dr.  R.  Hull,  Mr.  R.  K.  Cornwallis,  Miss  E.  J.  Gibbons,  Mr.  A.  D. 
Townsend  and  Mr.  L.  Watkinson.  Dr.  S.  H.  Robinson  was  re¬ 
appointed  as  representative  on  the  Lindsey  and  Holland  Rural  Com¬ 
munity  Council;  Miss  E.  J.  Gibbons  on  the  Wild  Plant  Conservation 
Board  and  Mr.  A.  E.  Smith  on  the  Council  for  the  Preservation  of 
Rural  England — Lincolnshire  Branch.  It  was  agreed  to  provide  £5 
to  enable  prizes  to  be  awarded  for  the  competitions  organised  by  the 
Junior  Section.  It  was  agreed  to  seek  advice  and  help  regarding  the 
publication  of  a  County  Flora.  The  President  delivered  his  address 
on  “  Some  aspects  of  the  photographic  portraiture  of  wild  birds.” 
He  was  thanked  by  Mr.  R.  Wood  Powell  who  spoke  appreciatively  of 
the  excellent  quality  of  the  photographs  used  to  illustrate  the  lecture 
and  referred  to  Mr.  Auger’s  place  nationally  as  one  of  our  leading  bird 
photographers.  He  was  also  thanked  for  his  leadership  of  the  Union 
throughout  the  year.  A  Microscope  Symposium  was  arranged  in 
February.  The  contributions  covered  a  wide  field  of  interest  and 
there  was  a  large  attendance  of  members. 

Membership.  The  total  membership  showed  an  increase  of  21 
on  last  year.  The  details  are  as  follows : 

Life  Members  23  "1 

Ordinary  Members  301  \ 

Junior  Members  86  f 

Groups  in  Membership  6  J 

22  Ordinary  Members,  26  Junior  Members  and  3  Groups  have  joined 
during  the  year.  There  have  been  30  losses  by  death,  resignations 
and  lapsed  subscriptions.  The  following  were  elected  during  1959: 

Ordinary  Members 

Allwood,  Mrs.  M.,  j.p.,  36  Broadbank,  Louth. 

Atkin,  G.,  b.a.,  Osbournby  House,  Osbournby,  Sleaford. 

Cunnington,  B.  J.,  140  Nettleham  Road,  Lincoln. 

Denny,  Miss  M.  J.,  B.sc.,  120  Doddington  Road,  Lincoln. 

Fothergill,  Miss  L.,  m.sc..  The  Training  College,  Lincoln. 

Hart,  Miss  G.,  Roselea,  Timberland,  Lincoln. 

Hirst,  R.  C.,  B.sc.,  206  Ashby  Road,  Scunthorpe. 

Harrison,  S.,  Yew  Tree  Farm,  Skellingthorpe,  Lincoln. 

Harrison,  Mrs.  S.,  Yew  Tree  Farm,  Skellingthorpe,  Lincoln. 
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Howe,  Mrs.  M.  F.,  Welney,  Keddington  Road,  Louth. 

O’Flynn,  Miss  V.  M.,  Flat  3,  58b  Pasture  Street,  Grimsby. 

Parker,  R.,  East  Marsh  Farm,  Goxhill,  Barrow-on-Humber. 
Robbins,  J.,  B.A.,  m.b.o.u.,  65  Powis  Road,  Ashton-on-Ribble, 
Preston. 

Sayner,  Mrs.  The  Dell,  Sudbrooke  Park,  Lincoln. 

Stollery,  D.  G.,  m.a.,  43  Yarborough  Crescent,  Lincoln. 

Stollery,  Mrs.  O.  F.  M.,  43  Yarborough  Crescent,  Lincoln. 
Watson,  Mrs.  D.  A.,  173  Lincoln  Road,  Branston. 

Watson,  Miss  N.,  Orchard  House,  Beckingham,  Doncaster. 
Wilkinson,  M.,  Eversley,  Bridge  Street,  Louth. 

Wilkinson,  Mrs.  C.,  B.sc.,  Eversley,  Bridge  Street,  Louth. 

Wilson,  P.  J.,  Westons  Caravan  Park,  Thorpe  Lane,  South  Hyke- 
ham. 

Winskill,  J.  W.,  23  Holydyke,  Barton-on-Humber. 

Junior  Members 

Allison,  Janet,  366  Hainton  Avenue,  Grimsby. 

Austin,  Jeffrey  M.,  40  St.  Giles  Avenue,  Scartho,  Grimsby. 
Balson,  Patricia  A.,  14  Minster  Yard,  Lincoln. 

Bluefield,  Andrew,  10  Main  Avenue,  Bracebridge  Heath,  Lincoln. 
Brodie,  Paul  C.,  15  Geneva  Avenue,  Lincoln. 

Dalton,  David  R.,  1 1  Kingsley  Street,  Lincoln. 

Dickson,  Alan,  3  Durban  Road,  Grimsby. 

Esling,  Mary  E.,  14  Minster  Yard,  Lincoln. 

Fox,  Richard  C.  J.,  South  Lodge,  Riseholme,  Lincoln. 

Garton,  Rex.  56  Hamilton  Road,  Old  Brumby,  Scunthorpe. 
Green,  Dorothy  L.,  26  Weelsby  Avenue,  Grimsby. 

Green,  Norman  E.,  26  Weelsby  Avenue,  Grimsby. 

Harrison,  John  S.,  209  Ashby  Road,  Scunthorpe. 

Humphrey,  Elizabeth  L.,  Reeds  Farm,  53  Monks  Dyke  Road, 
Louth. 

Johnson,  Keith  R.,  32  Uffington  Avenue,  Lincoln. 

Leachman,  James  G.,  19  Main  waring  Road,  Lincoln. 

Longden,  Rosemary,  81  Yarborough  Crescent,  Lincoln. 

Matthews,  Margaret,  97  Portland  Street,  Lincoln. 

Monk,  Stephanie  J.,  Roughton  Hall,  Roughton,  Woodhall  Spa. 
Reid,  Roderick  A.,  152  Lea  Road,  Gainsborough. 

Roberts,  Neil,  42  Burton  Road,  Lincoln. 

Smale,  Colin  J.,  164  Lovett  Street,  Cleethorpes. 

Stollery,  Jane,  43  Yarborough  Crescent,  Lincoln. 

Straw,  John  R.,  2  Oakleigh  Terrace,  Long  Leys  Road,  Lincoln. 
Turner,  J.  T.,  30  Crosby  Road,  Scunthorpe. 

White,  Paul  PL,  191  Doddington  Road,  Lincoln. 

Group  Members 

Deeping  St.  James  School  Society,  Deeping  St.  James  County 
Mixed  School,  Peterborough. 
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High  Holme  County  Secondary  Field  Club,  High  Holme  Road, 
Louth. 

The  Training  College,  Lincoln. 

We  have  lost  two  of  our  members  by  death  during  the  year. 
Mr.  R.  J.  Mason  of  Lincoln  died  in  August;  he  was  an  artist  and 
naturalist  and  will  be  remembered  by  his  many  delightful  water¬ 
colours  of  natural  history  subjects:  he  contributed  notes  to  our  records 
mainly  in  entomology  and  ornithology.  Mr.  F.  L.  Kirk  of  Woodhall 
Spa  died  in  October.  He  was  President  of  the  Union  in  1 946  and  few 
members  had  been  more  devoted  to  its  activities.  He  was  regularly 
present  at  field  meetings  and  contributed  sectional  reports  as  ento¬ 
mological  secretary  from  1938-1949.  His  frequent  observations  in 
other  departments  of  study  are  reflected  in  the  pages  of  the  Transactions. 
Mr.  Kirk  was  one  of  the  specialists  whose  loss  we  feel  so  keenly;  he 
was  always  ready  to  impart  his  knowledge  to  others  and  had  a  great 
interest  in  the  junior  members  of  the  Union. 
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Six  meetings  were  held  in  the  field  during  the  year. 

The  303rd  field  meeting  was  held  on  the  9th  May,  at  Peakirk 
Wildfowl  Gardens  which  are  just  out  of  the  County.  The  gardens 
are  administered  by  the  Wildfowl  Trust  and  run  on  the  lines  of  Slim- 
bridge.  Mr.  R.  E.  M.  Pilcher,  f.r.c.s.,  the  Chairman  of  the  Peakirk 
Wildfowl  Garden  Committee,  conducted  the  party  round  the  ponds 
in  brilliant  sunlight,  pointing  out  the  many  species  which  could  be 
watched  at  very  close  quarters.  This  comprehensive  collection  of 
ducks  and  geese  from  all  parts  of  the  world  is  only  surpassed  by  the 
parent  collection  at  Slimbridge  in  Gloucestershire. 

The  next  meeting  took  place  on  6th  June,  when  Miss  M.  N.  Read 
led  a  party  at  Stourton  Park,  near  Horncastle.  The  weather  was 
rather  windy  with  little  sunshine.  The  woodland  around  the  three 
lakes  received  most  study.  No  outstanding  find  was  made.  Various 
birds’  nests  were  noted  including  the  Willow  Warbler,  Tree  Creeper, 
Long- tailed  Tit  and  Goldfinch.  One  unusual  observation  was  an 
albino  Mallard. 

Mr.  G.  Hossack  and  Mr.  W.  M.  Peet  led  a  meeting  at  Martin 
on  4th  July.  The  weather  was  so  very  hot  that  members’  activities 
were  somewhat  restricted.  The  botanists  were  very  pleased  to  find 
a  Small  Teasle. 

On  22nd  August,  Scotton  Common  Nature  Reserve  was  visited. 
Mr.  F.  Norris,  F.c.c.s.,  m.b.o.u.  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Cox,  showed  members 
around  the  Reserve.  The  weather  was  glorious  and  much  of  interest 
seen.  Members  were  much  impressed  by  the  division  of  the  reserve 
for  ecological  purposes  into  hundred  foot  squares,  each  corner  being 
marked  by  a  numbered  stake.  Also  of  interest  were  the  several  nest- 
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boxes  which  had  been  made  and  set  up  by  Mr.  F.  Brasier.  All  boxes 
had  been  occupied  during  the  nesting  season.  Otherwise  the  chief 
interest  was  botanical.  Miss  E.  J.  Gibbons  in  her  report  after  the 
field  tea  mentioned  three  species  of  Sundew,  three  species  of  Heather 
and  Bog  Asphodel  in  its  only  known  Lincolnshire  locality. 

The  Autumn  bird-watching  meeting  took  place  at  Grainthorpe 
Haven  on  12th  September.  Mr.  L.  Watkinson  took  members  over 
the  land  of  Messrs.  H.  R.  and  S.  Mossop  and  on  to  the  shore  where 
about  1,500  Knots  and  1,000  Oyster  Catchers  were  seen.  Other  bird 
observations  included  Short-eared  Owl,  Golden  Plover  and  Dunlin. 
In  all  twenty-eight  species  of  birds  were  observed.  Botanists  found 
forty-three  species  of  plants,  the  most  notable  being  the  Hoary  Cress 
which  is  spreading  in  Eastern  England. 

The  308th  and  last  field  meeting  of  the  year  was  the  Annual 
Fungus  Foray  held  at  South  Elkington,  on  the  17th  October  and  led 
by  Miss  G.  M.  Waterhouse,  m.sc.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  Dobson  of 
Elkington  Hall  kindly  granted  permission  for  the  visit  to  be  made. 
About  sixty-five  members  attended  the  meeting  at  which  over  thirty 
species  of  fungi  were  found;  a  good  record  considering  the  very  dry 
season.  The  best  find  of  the  day  was  a  Bird’s-nest  Fungus.  The 
President  entertained  members  to  tea  at  Louth  and  the  meeting 
expressed  its  deep  appreciation  of  the  hospitality  he  had  shown. 

The  Hon.  Field  Secretaries  wish  to  thank  landowners,  leaders 
and  helpers  for  making  the  meetings  so  successful  in  the  magnificent 
summer  of  1959. 

JUNIOR  SECTION  REPORT,  1959 

From  a  Secretary’s  point  of  view  the  first  year  of  our  Junior 
Section  has  been  a  very  eventful  and  pleasant  one.  Early  in  the  year 
the  Directors  of  Education  for  Lindsey,  Kesteven  and  Grimsby,  the 
Chief  Education  Officers  of  Holland  and  Lincoln,  and  the  Divisional 
Education  Officer  for  Scunthorpe  were  contacted  with  the  view  to 
publishing  details  of  our  inauguration  and  activities  in  their  respective 
educational  circulars  to  schools.  The  response  to  these  requests  was 
very  gratifying,  and  as  a  result  of  the  interest  and  co-operation  which 
ensued,  three  school  societies  or  clubs  have  become  affiliated  during 
the  year,  and  a  number  of  enquiries  received. 

There  has  also  been  considerable  progress  made  with  individual 
junior  membership  which  shows  an  increase  of  26  for  the  year.  These 
numbers  have  been  attracted  to  us  by  our  various  activities  during 
the  year. 

The  year’s  activities  appear  to  have  been  appreciated  and  enjoyed, 
and  although  attendance  at  some  meetings  was  light,  I  do  not  think 
that  we  should  be  discouraged.  Transport  to  some  meetings  can 
constitute  quite  a  problem,  a  fact  to  which  we  have  already  given 
considerable  thought  and  attention. 
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I  would  like  to  put  on  record  my  very  sincere  thanks  to  Mr.  Baker, 
Mr.  Seal,  Miss  Gibbons  and  Mr.  Proctor  for  all  they  have  done  for 
the  Section  during  the  year.  It  has  been  indeed  a  most  happy 
experience  to  work  with  such  helpful,  forbearing  and  generous 
colleagues. 

To  sum  up  I  feel  that  we  can  say  that  we  have  achieved  our 
initial  object  of  establishing  a  Junior  Section,  and  now  our  task  is  to 
consolidate  and  gradually  expand,  bearing  in  mind  the  high  standard 
which  we  have  already  set  ourselves. 

Results  of  1959  Junior  Members’  Competitions 

JUNIOR  SECTION 

Drawing  Competition 

Prize.  Martyn  Hannath,  Cleethorpes. 

Highly  Commended.  Rex  Garton,  Scunthorpe. 

Commended.  Michael  Doherty,  Cleethorpes. 

Painting  Competition 

Prize.  David  Eddington,  Cleethorpes. 

Highly  Commended.  Stephen  Mills,  Cleethorpes. 

Commended.  Paul  Boswell,  Cleethorpes. 

Plaster  Cast  Competition 

Prize.  Margaret  Hill,  Louth. 

Highly  Commended.  Graham  Tilley,  Hallington,  Nr.  Louth. 

SENIOR  SECTION 

Pressed  Flowers 

Prize.  Gillian  Blair,  Scartho,  Grimsby. 

Commended.  Geoffrey  Chapman,  Keelby. 

Photograph 

Prize.  David  Gibbins,  Louth. 

Commended.  Geoffrey  Ballons,  Waltham. 

Junior  Silver  Cup 

Margaret  Hill  and  Martyn  Hannath. 

Senior  Silver  Cup 

Gillian  Blair  and  David  Gibbins. 

BOTANY 

Miss  E.  J.  Gibbons 

The  following  are  brief  notes  on  the  Field  Meetings : 

Stourton  Park — although  the  Hall  is  demolished,  the  lake  provided 
a  pleasant  background  to  an  enjoyable  field  meeting.  However,  much 
tree  felling  was  taking  place  and  presumably  it  will  not  be  long  before 
all  traces  of  the  Park  disappear.  Some  plants  observed  were  of 
course  introduced;  including  various  trees,  the  water  lilies  and  Sweet 
Sedge  ( Acorus ).  Caper  Spurge  ( Euphobia  lathyrus )  was  flourishing  in 
the  derelict  garden. 
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Martin  Wood — is  an  isolated  wood  on  the  edge  of  the  Fens  on  a 
low  gravel  ridge.  It  is  skirted  by  the  Car  Dyke  which  has  an  un¬ 
accountable  kink  at  this  particular  spot.  The  flora  proved  most 
interesting,  but  had  obviously  suffered  from  the  hot  dry  weather. 
Small  Teasel  ( Dipsacus  pilosus ),  Giant  Bellflower  ( Campanula  latifolia) 
and  Water  Stitchwort  ( Myosoton )  proved  to  be  the  most  interesting 
finds  of  the  day. 

Scotter — but  for  the  drought  there  would  have  been  many  more 
flowers  recorded  at  this  reserve.  A  few  Marsh  Gentians  were  observed, 
and  the  seed  heads  of  the  Bog  Asphodel  were  still  visible.  Marsh  St. 
John’s  Wort  (. Hypericum  elodes ),  Butterwort  and  Bog  Myrtle,  recently 
introduced,  were  pointed  out  to  those  present. 


Grainthorpe — with  its  salt-marshes  and  South  Elkington,  with 
its  gravel  pits,  woodlands  and  lake,  produced  a  wonderful  variety 
of  plants.  However,  nothing  unusual  was  reported  for  either  of  these 
field  meetings. 

The  following  new  records  have  been  added  to  the  County  flora 


in  the  years  indicated: 

County  Records: 

330/6. 

Ulmus  plotii  Druce 

15  &  16  J.H.C.  (1959) 

392/3. 

*  Symphytum  orientate  L. 

16 

J.H.C.  (1959) 

676/3. 

Poa  bulbosa  L. 

4 

G.  Seal  (1959) 

676/14. 

Poa  palustris  L. 

14 

R.L.H.  (1959) 

Vice-county  Records: 

90/2. 

*Bunias  orientalis  L. 

15 

J.H.C.  (1957) 

127/8. 

Dianthus  deltoides  L. 

13 

W.M.P.  (1959) 

597/1. 

Gagea  lutea  (L.)  Ker-Gawl. 

2 

T.S.  (1959) 

654/4. 

Eriophorum  vaginatum  L. 

13 

I.M.A.  (1959) 

Divisional  Records: 

4/10. 

Equisetum  telmateia  Ehrh 

16 

J.H.C.  (1958) 

15/1. 

Asplenium  adiantum-nigrum  L. 

16 

J.H.C.  (1958) 

15/5. 

Asplenium  trichomanes  L. 

16 

J.H.C.  (1959) 

97/4. 

Cardamine  flexuosa  With. 

16 

J.H.C.  (1959) 

108/4. 

*  Sisymbrium  orientate  L. 

16 

J.H.C.  (1957) 

109/1. 

Arabidopsis  thaiiana  (L.)  Heynh. 

16 

J.H.C.  (1959) 

111/1. 

Descurainia  sophia  (L.)  Webb  ex  Prantl 

16 

J.H.C.  (1957) 

154/9. 

Chenopodium  ficifotium  Sm. 

16 

J.H.C.  (1959) 

154/13. 

*Chenopodium  hybridum  L. 

16 

J.H.C.  (1959) 

430/6. 

Veronica  montana  L. 

16 

J.H.C.  (1959) 

430/24. 

*  Veronica  filiformis  Sm. 

16 

J.H.C.  (1959) 

462/3. 

Lamium  hybridum  Vill. 

18 

J.H.C.  (1959) 

506/7. 

Senecio  viscosus  L. 

16 

J.H.C.  (1957) 

533/5. 

Chrysanthemum  vutgare  (L.)  Bernh. 

16 

J.H.C.  (1958) 
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554/1. 

Lactuca  serriola  L. 

16 

J.H.C.  (1956) 

555/1. 

Mycelis  muralis  (L.)  Dumort. 

16 

J.H.C.  (1958) 

606/9. 

Luzula  multiflora  (Retz.)  Lejeune 

16 

J.H.C.  (1955) 

650/1. 

Lemna  polyrhiza  L. 

18 

J.H.C.  (1959) 

663/5. 

Car  ex  binervis  Sm. 

15 

J.H.C.  (1959) 

663/74. 

Car  ex  ovalis  Gooden. 

16 

J.H.C.  (1955) 

*  Alien  species — believed  to  have  been  introduced  into  the  British 

Isles  by  man. 

I. M.A.  —  I.  M.  Antoine. 

J. H.C.  —  J.  H.  Chandler. 

R.L.H.  —  R.  L.  Howitt. 

W.M.P.  —  W.  M.  Peet. 

T.S.  —  T.  Stones. 

Nomenclature  and  reference  numbers  according  to  Dandy,  J.E.,  List 
of  British  Vascular  Plants ,  London  (1958). 

Erratum:  The  Vice-county  record  for  309/3  Peucedanum  ostruthium 

(L.)  Koch,  which  was  given  for  Div.  16  in  the  1958  Transactions , 

should  read  Div.  18  (Spalding). 

BRYOLOGY 

Mark  R.  D.  Seaward,  b.sc. 

The  new  Bryophyte  Herbarium  at  the  City  and  County  Museum, 
Lincoln  has  been  widely  publicised  during  the  past  year.  Reports  of 
this  may  be  found  in  the  Lines.  Nat.  Union  Trans.,  14,  pp.  229-231, 
(1958),  the  Naturalist,  (1959),  p.  139  and  the  Country-Side,  Winter 
1959,  pp.  506-7. 

The  nomenclature  and  classification  of  the  entire  collection  has 
now  been  thoroughly  revised  according  to  the  modern  trends,  and 
much  of  the  doubtful  material  has  been  ratified  and  identified  by 
leading  authorities.  Thanks  here  must  go  to  the  British  Bryological 
Society,  especially  to  Miss  E.  M.  Lobley  for  her  work  on  the  Sphag- 
nales,  Mrs.  J.  Appleyard  and  Dr.  M.  C.  F.  Proctor  for  their  work  on 
the  Hypnobryales,  Dr.  E.  V.  Watson,  Dr.  E.  F.  Warburg,  Dr.  F.  Rose, 
E.  C.  Wallace  and  F.  A.  Sowter,  f.l.s.  Thanks  also  must  go  to  Mr. 
H.  R.  Fletcher,  the  Regius  Keeper  of  the  Royal  Botanic  Garden, 
Edinburgh,  who  has  generously  helped  me  in  my  investigations  by 
placing  at  my  disposal  some  data  concerning  the  Lincolnshire  bryo- 
phytes  in  the  Edinburgh  Herbarium. 

Numerous  enquiries  have  been  made  concerning  the  collection, 
and  many  members  have  contributed  further  material.  I  should  like 
to  express  my  thanks  to  Miss  W.  Heath  of  Nettleham  and  Mr.  J.  H. 
Chandler  of  Stamford  for  their  work  in  this  direction.  More  recently, 
a  collection  of  mosses,  entrusted  to  the  Museum  by  the  late  Dr.  H.  B. 
Willoughby  Smith  in  1933,  has  come  to  fight.  The  specimens, 
collected  by  his  Grandfather  in  the  mid-nineteenth  century  from  the 
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North  of  England,  are  in  an  excellent  state  of  preservation.  A  further 
collection  of  mosses,  taken  in  the  Louth  area  by  Mr.  J.  Larder  in 
1892  and  1893,  has  also  been  entrusted  to  the  Museum  by  Mr.  E.  C. 
Riggall  of  Louth.  These  specimens  coincide  with  those  recorded  in 
the  Naturalist  in  1898. 

Since  the  publication  of  Allison’s  Check-list  of  Lincolnshire 
Mosses  in  these  Transactions  for  1931  and  1932,  the  divisional  records 
have  more  than  doubled  and  35  new  species  and  varieties  have  been 
added.  Unfortunately  Allison  omitted  Dicranum  rugosum  Brid., 
Bryum  obconicum  Hornsch.,  Homalia  trichomanoides  (Hedw.)  B.  &  S., 
and  Eurhynchium  speciosum  (Brid.)  Milde.  Nevertheless,  the  number 
of  species  in  many  of  the  divisions  does  not  reach  up  to  expectations, 
and  can  be  doubled  in  certain  instances.  The  distribution  of  the  moss 
species  and  varieties  throughout  the  County  divisions  may  be  expressed 
histographically  as  follows : 


•  2  S  4  s  U  n  3  y  10  n  U  13  1^  IS  l<0  if  ts 

DIVISIONS. 


Moss  Records  up  to  the  end  of  1959. 

County  Records: 

1/16.  Sphagnum  tenellum  Pers. 

Scotton,  1958,  F.  Rose. 

46/1.  Gyroweissia  tenuis  (Hedw.)Schp. 

Weelsby  Hall,  1911,  J.  J.  Marshall,  (det.  F.  A.  Sowter) 

73/8.  Pohlia  rothii  (Correns)  Broth. 

Manton,  1911,  G.  H.  Allison,  (det.  E.  V.  Watson) 

Scawby,  June  1913,  J.J.M.  (det.  E.  V.  Watson) 

Incorrectly  named  Webera  annotina  (Hedw.)  Bruch  var. 
bulbifera  (Warnst.)  Dix.  in  the  Allison  Moss  List,  (see 
L.N.U.  Trans.,  8,  p.  83,  (1932).) 
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131/2.  Drepanocladus  sendtneri  (Schp.)  Warnst. 

Scotton,  Aug.  1959,  M.  Seaward,  (det.  E.  C.  Wallace) 

A  specimen  taken  by  G.  H.  Allison  at  Irby  in  1910  and 
named  D.  sendtneri ,  proved  to  be  D.  aduncus.  (E.  C.  Wallace) 

Vice-county  Records: 

1/9.  Sphagnum  squarrosum  Pers.  ex  Crome 

V.C.  53.  Woolsthorpe,  Sept.  1959,  E.  J.  Gibbons,  (det. 
E.  M.  Lobley) 

1/13.  Sphagnum  recurvum  P.  Beauv. 

V.C.  53.  Woolsthorpe,  Apr.  1958,  M.  Seaward,  (det. 
E.  M.  Lobley) 

138/6.  Brachythecium  rivulare  (Bruch)  B.  &  S. 

V.C.  53.  Wyville,  1949,  F.  Rose. 

Divisional  Records: 

1/9.  Sphagnum  squarrosum  Pers.  ex  Crome 

Div.  6.  Torksey,  Sept.  1959,  E.  J.  Gibbons,  (det.  E.  M. 
Lobley) 

1/14.  Sphagnum  pulchrum  (Lindb.)  Warnst. 

Div.  1.  Isle  of  Axholme,  1934,  G.H.A. 

Div.  7.  Linwood,  June  1934,  G.H.A. 

1/19.  Sphagnum  suhsecundum  Nees. 

Div.  1.  Epworth,  July  1937,  G.H.A.  (det.  E.  M.  Lobley) 

1/20.  Sphagnum  fimbriatum  Wils. 

Div.  1.  Epworth,  1948,  F.  Rose. 

1/28.  Sphagnum  plumulosum  Roll 

Div.  5.  Scotton,  1931,  G.H.A. 

5/9.  Poly  trichum  gracile  Sm. 

Div.  3.  Wrawby,  1925,  G.H.A. 

5/11.  Poly  trichum  commune  Hedw. 

Div.  6.  Torksey,  Sept.  1959,  E.  J.  Gibbons. 

8/11.  Fissidens  exilis  Hedw. 

Div.  11.  Welton-le-Marsh,  1912,  G.H.A. 

11/1.  Pleuridium  acuminatum  Lindb. 

Div.  2.  Broughton,  1934,  G.H.A. 

Div.  11.  Partney  and  Harrington,  1933,  G.H.A. 

22/4.  Dicranella  varia  (Hedw.)  Schp. 

Div.  10.  Horncastle,  1892,  J.  Larder. 

34/5.  Encalypta  streptocarpa  Hedw. 

Div.  14.  Haydor,  1949,  F.  Rose. 

35/1.  Tortula  ruralis  (Hedw.)  Crome 

Div.  6.  Scampton,  Apr.  1958,  M.  Seaward. 
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36/2.  Aloina  rigida  (Hedw.)  Kindb. 

Div.  8.  Welton-le-Wold,  1933,  G.H.A. 

41/1.  Phascum  curvicollum  Hedw. 

Div.  1.  Epworth,  1934,  G.H.A. 

Div.  14.  Sleaford,  1933,  G.H.A. 

44/1.  Barbula  convoluta  Hedw. 

Div.  6.  Welton,  1933,  G.H.A. 

44/6.  Barbula  acuta  (Brid.)  Brid. 

Div.  1.  Epworth,  1934,  G.H.A. 

44/16.  Barbula  cylindrica  (Tayl.)  Schp. 

Div.  13.  Hough-cn-the-Hill,  1930,  G.H.A. 

49/2.  Tortella  tortuosa  (Hedw.)  Limpr. 

Div.  14.  Hay  dor,  1949,  F.  Rose. 

52/1.  Weissia  controversa  Hedw. 

Div.  14.  Haydor,  1949,  F.  Rose. 

62/6.  Ephemerum  serratum  (Hedw.)  Hampe 

Div.  8.  Withcall,  1930,  G.H.A.  (on  chalk  ground) 

77/21.  Bryum  intermedium  (Ludw.)  Brid. 

Div.  6.  Lincoln,  1930,  G.H.A.  (on  gravel) 

77/25.  Bryum  bicoior  Dicks. 

Div.  16.  Langtoft,  Dec.  1959,  J.  H.  Chandler,  (det. 
E.  V.  Watson) 

79/1.  Mnium  hornum  Hedw. 

Div.  6.  South  Carlton,  Feb.  1959,  M.  Seaward. 

99/3.  Ulota  crispa  (Hedw.)  Brid. 

Div.  4.  Little  Coates,  1913,  J.  J.  Marshall,  (on  ash 
sapling  with  Ulota  bruchii.) 

126/1.  Campylium  stellatum  (Hedw.)  Lange  &  C.  Jens. 

Div.  1.  Epworth,  1948,  F.  Rose. 

129/4.  Amblystegium  varium  (Hedw.)  Lindb. 

Div.  4.  Irby,  1953,  G.H.A. 

131/1.  Drepanocladus  aduncus  (Hedw.)  Warnst. 

Div.  4.  Irby,  1910,  G.H.A.  (det.  E.  C.  Wallace) 

Div.  16.  Uffington,  May  1958,  J.  H.  Chandler. 

131/4.  Drepanocladus  fluitans  (Hedw.)  Warnst. 

Div.  2.  Manton,  Marsh  1930,  G.H.A.  (det.  M.  C.  F. 
Proctor) 

Div.  5.  Laughton,  Oct.  1936,  G.H.A. 

134/4.  Acrocladium  giganteum  (Schp.)  Richards  &  Wallace,  comb.  nov. 
Div.  1.  Epworth,  1948,  F.  Rose. 

137/1.  Camptothecium  sericeum  (Hedw.)  Kindb. 

Div.  11.  Calceby,  Aug.  1892,  J.  Larder. 
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149/6.  Plagiothecium  undulatum  (Hedw.)  B.  &  S. 

Div.  7.  Linwood  Warren,  April  1959,  M.  Seaward. 

153/1.  Hypnum  cupressiforme  Hedw.  var .  filiforme  Brid. 

Div.  8.  Wold  Newton,  Dec.  1930,  G.H.A.  (det.  J.  Apple- 
yard) 

153/1.  Hypnum  cupressiforme  Hedw.  var.  ericetorum  B.  &  S. 

Div.  11.  Gibraltar  Point,  March  1959,  A.  D.  Townsend. 

155/1.  Ctenidium  molluscum  (Hedw.)  Mitt. 

Div.  14.  Haydor,  1949,  F.  Rose. 

Nomenclature  and  index  number  according  to  Richards,  P.  W.  and 
Wallace,  E.  C.,  “An  Annotated  List  of  British  Mosses,”  Trans.  Brit. 
Bryol.  Soc.,  appendix  to  Vol.  1,  Part  4  (1950). 

In  a  letter  to  the  Naturalist  in  1901  (p.  156),  the  great  Lincolnshire 
botanist,  the  Rev.  E.  A.  Woodruffe-Peacock,  stated  that  “  it  is  pleasant 
to  know  that  in  the  most  beastly  weather  one’s  outdoor  industry  is 
not  altogether  thrown  away.”  He  was  of  course  referring  to  the  col¬ 
lection  of  Bryophytes.  With  the  winter  months  ahead,  the  botanist 
is  apt  to  close  his  shutters  and  wait  for  the  better  weather  heralded 
by  the  spring.  May  I  take  this  opportunity  of  suggesting  a  little 
bryology  for  the  Phaenerogamic  botanist  during  the  “  closed  season.” 

MYCOLOGY 

Miss  G.  M.  Waterhouse,  m.sc. 

With  the  driest  summer  for  half  a  century  and  the  drought 
extending  into  October  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  fungi  would  be 
in  abundance  or  even  in  evidence.  Nevertheless,  the  foray  on  17th 
October  was  quite  a  success,  one  of  the  reasons  being  that  we  had 
luckily  chosen  a  fairly  damp  place.  The  site,  the  grounds  of  S. 
Elkington  Hall,  visited  by  the  kind  premission  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dobson, 
was  suggested  by  Miss  M.  Tyson,  and  proved  to  be  a  good  suggestion. 
In  a  normal  year  it  must  be  a  very  fruitful  spot. 

The  principal  topographical  feature  of  the  grounds  is  a  long 
wooded  valley  called  “  the  Vale  ”  at  one  end  of  which  is  a  lake.  The 
natural  wood  flora  has  been  supplemented  over  the  years  by  the  planting 
of  trees  and  shrubs.  It  was  therefore  an  interesting  area  and  the 
fungus  flora  was  very  varied.  Surprisingly  enough,  there  were  few 
fungi  on  the  banks  of  the  lake,  possibly  because  they  were  somewhat 
raised  and  there  was  little  marginal  marsh.  We  had  better  luck  up 
the  vale  which  was  very  damp  owing  to  drainage  from  the  steep  sides 
and  from  the  shade  of  the  trees.  Altogether  we  must  have  found 
over  60  spp.  though  I  was  able  to  name  only  50.  Two  were  new 
records  for  the  county  (one  microscopic  and  the  other  a  brown  conical 
Panaeolus — P.  acuminatus)  and  22  new  records  for  Div.  8.  This  was 
quite  an  achievement  as  the  Division  has  been  well  worked  in  the  past. 
More  than  half  the  species  found  were  on  trees  or  wood  where  moisture 
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is  retained  in  a  dry  spell.  They  were  the  largest  species,  too,  the 
commonest  being  the  honey  agaric,  Armillaria  mellea.  We  found 
both  stinkhorns,  a  bird’s  nest  fungus,  and  four  different  ink  caps. 

The  foray  seems  as  popular  as  ever,  there  were  many  old  friends, 
a  number  of  newcomers  and  quite  a  crowd  of  youngsters,  I  was  glad 
to  see. 

Only  two  members  have  sent  in  specimens  during  the  year. 
Mr.  E.  V.  Wray  sent  Polyporus  squamosus  from  an  elm  tree  at  Humber- 
stone.  Mr.  H.  J.  Houghton  and  his  two  sons  sent  15  at  different  times 
from  the  Gainsborough  area.  Three  of  them  were  new  Division  records. 
It  is  useful  to  have  somebody  in  that  area  to  carry  on  the  good  work 
of  Dr.  Willoughby  Smith.  I  am  grateful  to  these  keen  members 
who  have  added  to  the  records.  The  other  new  records  were  en¬ 
countered  in  publications. 


FUNGUS  FORAY,  SOUTH  ELKINGTON 

October  17th,  1959 

New  records  for  the  County: 

Panaeolus  acuminatus  (SchaefF.)  Fr.  sensu  Ricken 
Nectria  mammoidea  Phill.  &  Plowr.  on  oak 

New  records  for  Division  8: 

Mycena  metata  Fr. 

Clitocybe  gigantea  (Sow.)  Quel. 

Hygrophorus  nigrescens  Quel. 

Tricholoma  rutilans  (SchaefF.)  Fr. 

Marasmius  epiphyllus  Fr.  on  beech  mast 
Pholiota  aurivella  (Batsch)  Fr. 

Crepidotus  mollis  (ShaefF.)  Fr. 

Hypholoma  hydrophilum  (Bull.)  Fr. 

Coprinus  lagopus  Fr. 

Trametes  mollis  (Sommerf.)  Fr. 

Irpex  obliquus  (Schrad.)  Fr. 

Polyporus  varius  Fr. 

Polyporus  sulphureus  (Bull.)  Fr. 

Pomes  annosus  Fr. 

Ganoderma  applanatum  (Pers.)  Pat.  on  oak. 

Crucibulum  vulgar e  Tul. 

Mutinus  caninus  (Huds.)  Fr. 

Ustilago  violacea  (Pers.)  Fuck,  on  Melandrium  rubrum 
Cyathicula  coronata  (Bull,  ex  Fr.)  de  Not. 

Nectria  cinnabarina  (Fr.)  Fr. 

Hypoxylon  fuscum  (Fr.)  Fr. 

Trichoderma  viride  Pers.  ex  Fr. 
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Other  identifications — not  new  records: 

Armillaria  mellea  (Vahl.  ex  Fr.)  Rummer 
Mycena  galericulata  (Scop.)  Fr. 

Mycena  galopus  (Pers.)  Fr. 

Lactarius  torminosus  (SchaefF.)  Fr. 

Pluteus  cervinus  (SchaefF.)  Fr. 

Pholiota  mutabilis  (SchaefF.)  Fr. 

Hebeloma  crustuliniforme  (Bull.)  Fr. 
Hypholoma  fasciculare  (Huds.)  Fr. 
Panaeolus  campanulatus  (L.)  Fr. 

Coprinus  plicatilis  (Curt.)  Fr. 

Coprinus  ephemerus  (Bull.)  Fr. 

Coprinus  atramentarius  (Bull.)  Fr. 
Polyporus  betulinus  (Bull.)  Fr. 

Polystictus  versicolor  (L.)  Fr. 

Daedalea  quercina  (L.)  Fr. 

Stereum  hirsutum  (Willd.)  Fr. 

Calocera  viscosa  (Pers.)  Fr. 

Auricularia  auricula-judae  (L.)  Schroet. 
Scleroderma  vulgare  (Hornem.)  Fr. 
Phallus  impudicus  (L.)  Pers. 

Coryne  sarcoides  (Jacq.)  Tul. 

Rhytisma  acerinum  Pers.  ex.  Fr 
Xylaria  hypoxylon  (Fr.)  Grev. 

Xylaria  polymorpha  (Fr.)  Grev. 

Erysiphe  polygoni  D.C.  on  angelica 


OTHER  NEW  RECORDS,  1959 
New  records  for  the  county: 

Alternaria  dauci  (Kuhn)  Groves  &  Skolko  (in  Plant  Pathology , 
vol.  8,  p.  76,  1959) 

New  divisional  records: 

Pluteus  cervinus  (SchaefF.)  Fr.  5 

Entoloma  sericeum  (Bull.)  Fr.  5 

Pleurotus  ulmarius  (Bull.)  Fr.  3 

Ophiobolus  graminis  Sacc.  (1957)  on  Dactylis  glomerata ,  Phleum 
pratense ,  Bromus  sterilis  and  Lolium  perenne.  (in  Plant  Pathology , 
vol.  8,  p.  73,  1959) 

Leocarpus  fragilis  Rost.  (L.N.U.  foray,  1958)  10 
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Lepidoptera 

G.  A.  T.  Jeffs,  f.r.e.s. 

Although  the  summer  of  1959  was  the  best  for  many  years  and 
expectations  ran  high,  it  did  not  after  all  prove  to  be  a  particularly 
good  season  for  Lepidoptera.  The  appearance  of  migrants  was  most 
disappointing.  Perhaps  the  wide-spread  drought  contributed  to  this 
state  of  affairs,  certainly  after  mid-summer,  larvae  were  very  scarce 
and  pupae  digging,  often  quite  productive,  was  almost  impossible 
owing  to  the  very  dry  and  hard  conditions  of  the  ground. 

First  let  us  consider  the  butterflies.  The  migratory  Red  Admiral 
(V.  atalanta  L.)  was  widespread  and  quite  common,  particularly 
during  September.  The  first  was  noted  by  Mr.  G.  N.  Holland  at 
Sleaford  on  May  4th.  This  I  feel  must  surely  have  been  one  of  the 
few  successful  adults  to  have  hibernated  and  survived  our  winter; 
normally  of  course  they  nearly  all  perish  and  are  only  maintained  by 
regular  immigrations  from  the  continent.  The  last  one  of  the  year 
was  seen  in  Scunthorpe  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Duddington  on  October  22nd. 

Another  migrant,  although  by  no  means  so  regular  and  again 
unable  to  maintain  itself  in  our  country,  is  the  Painted  Lady  (V. 
cardui  L.).  Last  year  this  species  was  very  plentiful,  but  I  have 
received  only  four  records  this  season:  from  Gibraltar  Point,  Salt- 
fleetby,  Scunthorpe  and  Lincoln  where  it  was  reported  on  April  23rd, 
a  very  early  date.  Again  it  seems  almost  certain  that  the  latter  must 
have  found  some  suitable  place  to  hibernate.  The  Saltfleetby  speci¬ 
men  was  seen  by  Rev.  Canon  G.  Houlden  on  September  15th. 

Reports  of  another  very  interesting  migrant,  the  Clouded  Yellow 
(C.  croceus  Fourc.)  came  from  Mr.  J.  R.  Suggitt  who  captured  a  female 
on  the  Humberstone  foreshore  on  August  18th  and  Mr.  C.  L.  Ottaway 
who  noted  a  specimen  at  Tothill  Wood  on  September  20th.  It  was 
1954  when  this  species  was  last  reported  in  the  County. 

The  resident  species  which  are  sometimes  increased  by  immi¬ 
grations  have  been  seen  in  fair  numbers.  These  include  Large  White 
(p-  brassicae  L.),  Small  White  (P.  rapae  L.),  Green-veined  White 
(P.  napi  L.),  Small  Tortoishell  (A.  urticae  L.)  and  Peacock  ( N .  io  L.). 
The  first  P.  brassicae  L.  was  seen  on  the  Saltfleetby  and  Theddlethorpe 
Dunes  by  Mr.  C.  L.  Ottaway  on  April  12th  and  the  first  P.  rapae  L. 
by  Mr.  J.  H.  Duddington  at  Scunthorpe  on  the  very  early  date  April  3rd. 

Once  again  I  have  no  reports  of  the  Comma  (P.  c-album  L.). 
I  made  an  extensive  search  in  one  locality  which  I  believe  to  be  one 
of  its  few  remaining  haunts  but  had  no  success  with  either  brood. 

The  appearance  of  Fritillaries  has  been  most  disappointing. 
Only  one  species,  the  Dark  Green  (A.  aglaia  L.)  was  noted.  It  was 
reported  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Duddington  from  the  Scunthorpe  area  and 
from  Saltfleet  by  Rev.  Canon  G.  Houlden  who  observed  one  at  rest 
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on  Knapweed  on  July  22nd.  Reports  have  again  been  received  of 
the  colony  of  the  Chalk  Hill  Blues  (L.  coridon  Poda.)  at  Ancaster. 
In  the  past  I  have  always  received  notes  on  this  species  from  the  late 
Mr.  F.  L.  Kirk,  a  most  keen  and  observant  naturalist,  whose  death 
was  not  only  a  sad  loss  to  the  entomological  section,  but  to  all  members. 
It  was,  therefore,  very  pleasant  to  receive  a  report  from  his  widow 
noting  that  they  had  been  seen  again  in  profusion  during  August. 

The  Holly  Blue  (C.  argiolus  L.)  has  been  noted  on  several  occasions 
in  Lincoln  by  Mr.  E.  Mason,  also  at  Louth  and  Saltfleet  by  Rev. 
Canon  G.  Houlden.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  this  is  the  first 
year  they  have  been  seen  in  any  numbers  since  1952.  The  Common 
Blue  (P.  icarus  Rott.)  has  also  been  reasonably  plentiful  this  year. 
Reports  of  the  White  Admiral  (L.  Camilla  L.)  have  again  come  from 
Skellingthorpe,  where  the  Rev.  Canon  G.  Houlden  states  that  it  seems 
to  be  holding  its  own.  He  noted  four  or  five  specimens  there  in  good 
condition  on  June  26th.  I  have  not  received  any  other  reports  of 
this  beautiful  insect  from  elsewhere  in  the  County. 

The  five  species  of  Skippers  have  again  been  noted,  although  that 
essentially  woodland  and  very  local  species  the  Chequered  Skipper 
(C.  palaemon  Pall.)  has  only  once  been  recorded.  The  Rev.  Canon 
G.  Houlden  remarked  that  it  was  scarcer  than  usual;  he  saw  only  three 
at  Skellingthorpe  on  June  2nd  where  they  usually  fly  so  freely.  He 
went  on  to  note  that  the  clearing  up  of  the  woodland  rides  and  the 
making  of  roads  must  have  destroyed  many  of  the  larvae. 

The  only  report  of  Hairstreaks  comes  from  Mr.  J.  H.  Duddington 
who  noted  the  Green  Hairstreak  (C.  rubi  L.)  at  Man  ton  Common, 
Gibraltar  Point  and  Laughton. 

Walls  (Z).  megera  L.),  Gate  Keepers  ( M .  tithonus  L.),  Meadow 
Browns  (M.  jurtina  L.)  and  Speckled  Woods  (P.  aegeria  L.)  have  all 
been  observed  in  their  usual  numbers  and  the  Grayling  (P.  semele  L.) 
has  again  been  seen  in  the  Scunthorpe  area. 

The  palm  for  this  year’s  butterfly  record  must  go  to  the  Rev.  P.  C. 
Hawker,  who  noted  a  specimen  of  the  Marbled  White  (A.  galathea  L.) 
in  Scotgrove  Wood  on  July  19th.  Although  this  species  occurs  just 
over  the  southern  border  of  the  County,  there  are  only  twelve  records 
of  its  appearance  in  Lincolnshire  since  1890  and,  with  the  exception 
of  one  taken  at  Goulceby  in  1914,  all  are  from  the  south  of  the  County. 

For  some  unaccountable  reason  moths  have  not  been  as  plentiful 
as  one  would  have  thought  despite  the  wonderful  summer.  The 
total  numbers  of  insects  visiting  light  and  sugar  were  often  poor, 
nevertheless,  throughout  the  whole  season,  over  300  different  species 
have  been  recorded  and  several  species  not  seen  for  many  years  have 
turned  up  once  more. 

Certain  of  the  Hawk  Moths,  notably  the  Elephant  Hawk  (D. 
elpenor  L.),  Poplar  Hawk  (L.  populi  L.)  and  Eyed  Hawk  (S.  ocellatus  L.) 
have  been  plentiful,  but  the  Lime  Hawk  ( D .  tiliae  L.)  has  only  been 
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seen  once,  the  Small  Elephant  Hawk  ( D .  porcellus  L.)  twice  and  the 
Broad-bordered  Bee  Hawk  (H.  fuciformis  L.)  was  seen  only  at  Dodd- 
ington  and  Woodhall.  The  Death’s  Head  Hawk  (A.  atropos  L.)  has 
again  turned  up  in  Lincoln,  and  six  larvae  wTere  found  in  the  Scun¬ 
thorpe  area.  The  Convolulus  Hawk  (H.  convolvuli  L.),  which  is  not 
often  seen  in  our  County,  has  been  reported  this  year  from  Immingham 
and  Canwick  and  I  have  a  specimen  in  my  collection  which  was  caught 
during  October  on  board  a  small  fishing  vessel  out  at  sea  some  50 
miles  S.E.  of  Grimsby.  Humming-bird  Hawks  (M.  stellatarum  L.) 
have  been  seen  in  good  numbers,  in  fact  during  October  they  were 
often  quite  common.  Not  since  1950  have  they  been  noted  in  anything 
like  such  numbers. 

Other  migratory  species  reported  were  the  Silver  Y  (P.  gamma  L.), 
first  noted  by  Mr.  G.  N.  Holland  at  Sleaford  on  February  17th,  and 
during  September  and  October  it  became  quite  common  nearly  every¬ 
where.  A  specimen  of  the  Great  Brocade  {E.  occulta  L.)  was  taken  bv 
Mr.  J.  H.  Duddington  at  Scunthorpe  on  August  7th;  the  only  one 
reported  this  year. 

As  usual,  the  Angle  Shades  (P.  meticulosa  L.),  another  migrant, 
has  been  fairly  scarce  and  was  seen  only  at  Sleaford  and  Laughton. 
The  Dark  Swordgrass  (A.  ypsilon  Rott.)  was  also  seen  at  Laughton, 
and  again  at  Grimsby  and  Pelham’s  Pillar. 

The  micro  Rush  Veneer  ( Nomophila  noctuella  Schiff.),  a  well- 
known  migrant  which  fluctuates  considerably  in  numbers  from  year 
to  year,  has  been  very  plentiful.  It  is  found  in  all  parts  of  the  British 
Isles,  but  particularly  in  coastal  districts.  The  other  well-known 
micro-migrant  the  Diamond-back  Moth  (. Plutella  maculipennis  Curt.) 
which  was  seen  in  vast  numbers  last  year  has  been  much  less  common. 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  total  number  of  British  moths,  other 
than  the  Hawks,  which  are  suspected  migrants  is  very  considerable, 
perhaps  over  150  species,  but  only  22,  including  the  micros,  are 
definitely  known  to  be  migrants  (C.  B.  Williams,  1958). 

Out  of  the  list  of  some  300  species  of  moths  noted  this  season 
many  interesting  records  have  turned  up.  The  Alder  Moth  (A.  alni  L.) 
has  been  reported  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Duddington,  who  stated  that  Mr. 
Hyde  took  a  specimen  at  Laughton  on  June  19th.  This  moth  has 
been  taken  very  occasionally  in  the  County  and  then  only  single 
specimens.  The  last  record  I  have  is  1928.  South  states  “  anyone 
who  may  obtain  even  a  single  specimen  in  a  season  may  congratulate 
himself  on  a  good  find.”  Other  records  from  Laughton  include 
Angle-striped  Sallow  (E.  paleacea  Esp.)  reported  by  Rear  Admiral 
D.  Torlesse  on  August  3rd.  Mr.  J.  H.  Duddington  and  myself  took  four 
specimens  at  sugar  on  September  9th,  and  on  the  same  night  recorded 
several  Autumnal  Rustics  (A.  depuncta  L.),  but  the  best  capture  of 
the  evening  was  a  Black  Rustic  (A.  nigra  Haw.).  From  the  same 
locality  there  are  reports  of  the  Copper  Underwing  (A.  pyramidis  L.), 
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Merveille-du-Jour  (G.  aprilina  L.)  and  the  Tawny  Speckled  Pug 
(. E .  s.  subfulvata  Haw.). 

Linwood  has  been  worked  well  this  season  and  has  provided  some 
interesting  records.  Out  of  a  total  of  over  one  hundred  species  for 
the  year,  the  list  includes  Barred  Red  (P.  prosapiaria  L.),  Birch  Mocha 
(C.  pendularia  Clerck),  Blotched  Emerald  (C.  pustulata  Hufn.),  Four- 
dotted  Footman  (C.  mesomelia  L.),  Brown  Rustic  (P.  testacea  Schiff.), 
Clouded  Buff  (D.  sannio  L.),  Early  Tooth  Striped  (T.  corpinata  Borkh.), 
Shoulder  Stripe  (P.  badiata  Schiff.),  Small  Quaker  (O.  cruda  Schiff.), 
Grass  Emerald  (P.  pruinata  Hufn.).  On  June  25th  several  Great  Oak 
Beauties  (P.  roborana  Schiff.)  came  to  light  and  on  this  same  evening 
some  Rosy  Footmen  (M.  miniata  Forst.)  turned  up.  Earlier  in  the 
season  on  April  14th  Mr.  J.  H.  Duddington  took  a  single  specimen 
of  the  Pine  Beauty  (P.  griseovariegata  Goeze).  We  had  visited  Lin¬ 
wood  on  several  occasions  specially  to  look  for  this  insect,  but  this 
was  the  only  one  to  be  seen.  Records  show  that  the  last  capture  was 
in  1902  at  Haverholme  Priory.  On  May  8th  I  had  the  good  fortune 
to  take  a  single  specimen  of  the  very  scarce  Great  Prominent  (N.  anceps 
Goeze),  this  has  only  been  recorded  once  before  in  the  County  and 
that  was  in  1916. 

Gibraltar  Point  also  produced  three  good  records.  On  July  6th, 
when  I  visited  the  area,  a  single  specimen  of  the  Lyme  Grass  (A.  elymi 
Treits.)  came  to  light,  also  the  Rosy  Wave  (S.  emutaria  Hubn.)  and 
two  specimens  of  the  Dogs  Tooth  (P.  suasa  Schiff.)  came  to  sugar. 

From  Scunthorpe  Mr.  J.  H.  Duddington  reported  the  Brindled 
Ochre  ( D .  templi  Thumb.)  and  some  interesting  Pugs :  the  Wormwood 
Pug  (P.  absinthiata  Clerck),  Ash  Pug  (P.  5.  fraxinata  Crewe),  Tawny 
Speckled  Pug  (P.  5.  subfulvata  Haw.)  and  Toadflax  Pug  (P.  linariata 
Schiff.)  and  last  but  by  no  means  least  on  August  15th  the  very  beautiful 
Portland  Moth  (A.  praecox  L.).  Mr.  M.  P.  Gooseman  also  reported 
taking  four  specimens  of  A.  praecox  L.  at  light  during  August  at 
Bottesford. 

Two  interesting  species  taken  in  my  M.V.  trap  at  Grimsby 
during  the  year  were  the  Fen  Wainscot  (A.  phragmitidis  Hubn.)  on 
August  3rd,  which  is  very  rare  indeed  in  the  County,  and  the  Lunar 
Marbled  Brown  (D.  ruficornis  Hufn.)  on  May  9th. 

Two  other  species  worthy  of  record  are  the  Lappet  Moth  (G. 
quercifolia  L.)  reported  by  Rev.  Canon  G.  Houlden  from  North 
Somercotes,  and  the  Goat  Moth  (C.  cossus  L.)  from  Sleaford  by  Mr. 
G.  N.  Holland. 

In  conclusion  may  I  thank  the  following  members  for  kindly 
sending  me  their  records  and  observations — Mr.  F.  T.  Baker,  Mr. 
J.  H.  Duddington,  Rev.  P.  C.  Hawker,  Rev.  Canon  G.  Houlden, 
Mr.  G.  N.  Holland,  Rear  Admiral  D.  Torlesse  and  Mr.  L.  Ottaway. 

The  nomenclature  follows  that  of  Kloet  &  Hincks,  1945. 
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E.  C.  Riggall 

During  the  past  year  the  study  of  county  coleoptera  has  revealed 
some  interesting  problems.  The  mixed  swarms  of  beetles  and  other 
insects  which  have  visited  our  coast  for  many  successive  years  have 
apparently  failed  to  appear.  If  there  has  been  any  migration  in 
coastal  areas  it  has  been  too  thin  to  attract  attention.  Another  note¬ 
worthy  fact  is  that  beetles  have  been  scarce  where  herbage,  moisture 
and  other  conditions  which  usually  indicate  a  favourable  collecting 
ground  seemed  likely  to  ensure  a  good  representation  of  species. 

Through  the  good  offices  of  friends  I  have  been  able  to  examine 
several  live  Dytiscines.  This  year  some  specimens  of  Dytiscus  margin- 
alis  have  had  a  fungus  disease  possibly  arising  from  plant  parasites. 
I  have  never  previously  seen  any  sign  of  fungus  on  these  large  water 
beetles.  I  have  always  believed  that  a  fungus  disease  in  fish  resulted 
from  bad  conditions.  In  the  past  Dytiscines  have  seemed  unaffected 
by  bad  conditions.  In  his  book  “  British  Water  Beetles  ”  Professor 
Balfour-Browne  writes  of  Dytiscines:  “The  condition  of  the  water 
does  not  seem  to  affect  some  species  and  I  have  found  beetles  in  water 
stinking  from  excess  of  sewage  and  in  the  flax-retting  ponds  of 
Northern  Ireland.”  The  writer  goes  on  to  describe  how  some  speci¬ 
mens  of  Dytiscus  marginalis  were  found  in  water  associated  with  an 
old  gasometer.  These  specimens  carried  with  them  a  strong  odour 
of  gas,  and  the  grooves  of  the  elytra  of  the  female  were  filled  with  a 
ferruginous  mud  difficult  to  remove.  The  fungus  disease  on  the 
Lincolnshire  beetles  appeared  to  have  a  focus  inside  the  wing  cases 
and  ultimately  proved  fatal. 

During  the  year  I  saw  evidence  of  disaster  to  hibernating  lady¬ 
birds.  My  wife  lifted  some  loose  bark  on  a  hedgerow  tree  near 
Woodhall,  and  revealed  an  assembly  of  Adalia  bipunctata.  The 
ladybirds  were  in  several  groups  in  the  usual  assembly  formations,  and 
at  first  sight  appeared  to  be  a  normal  colony.  Close  examination 
revealed  that  all  the  specimens  were  dead,  and  it  appears  likely  that 
they  had  been  overwhelmed  by  a  poison  spray. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  was  a  noticeable  scarcity  of  species 
usually  to  be  found  hibernating  in  moss. 

Setting  aside  these  problems,  I  am  able  to  report  that  some  very 
good  species  have  been  found  during  1959,  and  these  include  eight 
additional  to  the  county  lists. 

When  the  Union  visited  Peakirk  during  May  I  did  some  collecting 
in  the  extreme  south  of  the  county  between  Market  Deeping  and 
Stamford.  By  sweeping  reeds  I  took  the  small  brachelytron  Hygronoma 
dimidiata.  This  beetle,  the  only  European  species  of  the  genus,  is 
easy  to  identify  being  a  parallel-sided  insect,  black  with  half  the  wing 
cases  abruptly  yellow.  The  species  inhabits  the  stems  of  reeds.  It 
is  additional  to  county  records. 
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During  the  following  month  the  Union  visited  Stourton  Park. 
I  used  the  sweeping  net  on  herbage  around  the  shore  of  the  lake 
without  obtaining  a  bettle  of  any  kind.  The  complete  absence  of 
coleoptera  from  such  a  promising  habitat  is  difficult  to  understand. 
Beetles  were  found  beneath  the  bark  of  felled  trees,  the  best  species 
seen  being  the  Clavicorne  Triplax  russica.  This  species  is  a  new 
record  for  the  north  of  the  county.  There  is  a  single  record  from 
Holywell  in  1959,  and  as  several  examples  of  the  beetle  were  seen 
at  Stourton  the  species  is  probably  well  established  in  Lincolnshire. 

In  July  the  Union  visited  Martin.  An  interesting  area  of  wood¬ 
land  with  a  large  pond  formed  an  oasis  in  a  district  otherwise  intensively 
cultivated.  Unfortunately  insects  were  extremely  scarce,  and  this  was 
probably  due  to  the  drought.  The  best  beetle  seen  was  the  ground 
beetle  Agonurn  marginatum.  The  species  does  not  appear  common  in 
the  county,  but  sometimes  turns  up  in  numbers  in  a  suitable  locality. 

Owing  to  the  drought  it  was  possible  to  find  water  beetles  trapped 
where  a  normally  good  supply  of  water  had  shrunk  to  a  series  of 
puddles,  or  even  beneath  the  debris  of  a  dried-out  pond.  Helpers 
sent  me  more  water  beetles  than  in  any  previous  year.  Mr.  W.  C. 
Robinson  contributed  three  different  species,  the  most  interesting 
being  Rantus  pulverosus.  This  species  was  unknown  in  the  county 
prior  to  1940  when  a  single  specimen  was  found  in  brackish  water  at 
Saltfleet.  There  have  since  been  records  of  single  specimens,  all, 
with  one  exception,  from  localities  very  near  to  the  sea.  These  in¬ 
cluded  two  dead  specimens,  one  from  tidal  fitter,  and  one  from  a  tidal 
pool.  Records  over  the  past  nineteen  years  suggested  that  the  species 
was  trying  to  establish  itself  in  Lincolnshire,  but  never  getting  far 
inland.  This  year  Mr.  Robinson  collected  three  five  specimens  at 
Scothern,  which  seems  to  indicate  that  the  beetle  has  successfully 
colonized.  The  opportunity  to  examine  five  specimens  of  this  rare 
beetle  enabled  me  to  discover  that  the  insect  can  stridulate. 

In  August  I  visited  Revesby,  and  found  the  reservoir  greatly 
shrunken  and  exposing  a  wide  area  of  shore.  The  most  interesting 
beetle  found  by  exploring  the  exposed  bed  of  the  reservoir  was  the 
ground  beetle  Patrobus  atrorufus.  This  beetle  is  a  black,  wingless 
species,  with  red  legs  and  antennae.  It  is  not  common  in  Lincoln¬ 
shire.  A  number  of  larvae  of  the  Ladybird  Coccinella  septempunctata 
had  crossed  an  area  of  mud  and  pupated  on  some  large  stones  near 
the  drought  margin.  The  yellowish-testaceous  pupae  were  extremely 
conspicuous  against  a  background  of  water-green  stone.  The  beetle 
is  from  a  habitat  group  associated  with  herbaceous  plants  and  in  his 
book  “  Insect  Natural  History,”  Imms  has  a  photograph  showing  a 
pupa  attached  to  a  leaf.  It  seems  unusual  for  the  pupa  to  be  attached 
to  stones  which,  during  a  normal  rainfall,  would  be  below  water  level. 
Apparently  the  larvae  had  undertaken  a  considerable  pilgrimage  to 
pupate  where  there  was  sufficient  moisture. 
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August  is  the  worst  month  in  all  the  twelve  for  beetles,  but  during 
1959  some  of  the  best  records  were  obtained  in  this  usually  unfavour¬ 
able  period. 

Mr.  P.  J.  Wilson  recorded  a  specimen  of  the  Clavicorne  Endomychus 
coccineus  from  South  Hykeham.  This  brightly  coloured  insect  has 
some  resemblance  to  a  ladybird  beetle,  and  also  closely  resembles  the 
Red  Bug  Pyrrhocoris  apterus.  It  is  said  to  be  found  under  bark 
where  there  is  a  fungoid  growth.  The  specimen  from  South  Hykeham 
was  found  on  some  washing  hung  out  to  dry.  This  beetle  is  a  very 
interesting  addition  to  the  county  records. 

In  the  same  month  Mr.  W.  C.  Robinson  sent  specimens  of  the 
Clavicorne  beetle  Carcinops  quattuordecimstriata.  The  first  of  these 
beetles  died  during  transit  and,  being  very  small,  were  difficult  to  set 
and  determine.  I  asked  Mr.  Robinson  if  he  could  possibly  find  some 
more.  Although  the  species  is  rare  and  new  to  the  county  Mr. 
Robinson  collected  further  examples  which  enabled  me  to  make  a 
positive  determination. 

On  August  25th  Mr.  M.  A.  Young  found  a  specimen  of  the  rare 
weevil  Platyrhinus  resinosus  at  Bracebridge  Heath.  There  is  a  single 
record  from  South  Lines,  concerning  a  specimen  found  inside  a 
building.  The  beetle  collected  by  Mr.  Young  was  in  its  proper 
habitat  on  a  patch  of  fungus,  and  seems  to  confirm  that  the  species 
is  a  resident. 

In  September  Mr.  F.  T.  Baker  sent  specimens  of  the  Clavicorne 
beetle  Attagenus  pellio  which  had  been  found  in  Lincoln.  This  small 
dark  beetle  with  a  white  spot  on  each  wing-case,  is  disliked  by  natural¬ 
ists  because  it  intrudes  into  collections. 

Welton  Vale  is  an  interesting  wooded  valley  which  appears  to 
have  escaped  the  attention  of  coleopterists.  When  the  Union  visited 
this  area  in  October  I  hoped  to  find  some  species  additional  to  the 
county  records.  By  searching  moss  I  found  a  single  female  of  the 
Clavicorne  pselaphid  Bryaxis  macropalpus.  This  beetle  is  new  to  the 
county.  I  also  found  a  single  specimen  of  Ptinella  aptera  which  is 
also  additional  to  Lincolnshire  records.  This  species  is  usually  found 
under  bark  of  dead  trees,  or  in  decaying  wood.  Ptnedium  nitidum 
was  another  species  not  previously  recorded.  In  this  locality  I  also 
found  specimens  of  Acrotrichis.  This  genus  contains  the  most 
minute  of  all  coleoptera.  Some  species  possess  remarkable  wings. 
The  wing  of  an  Acrotrichis  is  very  narrow,  composed  of  a  thin  neck 
and  broader  plate  fringed  with  long  closely  planted  hairs,  and  some¬ 
what  resembles  the  wing  of  a  Plume  Moth.  For  a  precise  determin¬ 
ation  of  these  species  the  genitalia  should  be  dissected  out  and  examined. 
As  there  is  no  one  in  this  country  able  to  determine  the  species  I  had 
to  send  my  specimens  to  Norway  where  Dr.  Evind  Sundt  was  kind 
enough  to  name  them.  The  specimens  found  in  Welton  Vale  were 
Acrotrichis  atomaria  and  Acrotrichis  intermedia ,  both  additional  to 
county  lists. 
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I  also  obtained  a  single  specimen  of  the  weevil  Phytobius  quad- 
rituberculatus.  The  various  species  of  the  genus  are  sub-aquatic  in 
their  habitats,  but  do  not  live  or  undergo  their  transformations  beneath 
water.  I  can  find  no  mention  of  quadrituberculatus  being  noted  for 
jumping,  but  my  specimen  eluded  me  several  times,  leaping  to  a 
considerable  distance.  It  also  possessed  the  protective  habit  of  the 
Ceuthorrhynchina,  which  is  to  shut  the  legs  and  rostrum  beneath  the 
body  and  remain  motionless.  The  power  of  jumping  seems  dia¬ 
metrically  opposed  to  the  protective  habit  referred  to.  There  is  a 
solitary  record  of  the  species  from  Cadney.  As  the  beetle  can  jump 
away  from  an  approaching  enemy,  land  upsidedown,  displaying  a 
different  colouration,  and  then  proceed  to  alter  shape  by  closing  legs 
and  rostrum,  there  is  small  wonder  that  its  presence  in  Lincolnshire 
has  been  almost  unnoticed. 


ARACHNOLOGY 

G.  W.  Whatmough,  m.p.s. 

The  almost  unprecedented  dryness  of  the  summer  of  1959 
naturally  affected  the  arachnid  population.  Harvest-spiders  have 
been  greatly  reduced  in  number  and  one  particular  spider  Theridion 
ovatum  (Clerck),  normally  one  of  the  most  plentiful  in  Lincolnshire, 
has  been  hard  to  find.  I  had  thought  that  the  common  orb-spinners 
were  less  plentiful  than  usual  but  several  members  have  told  me 
otherwise  having  seen  plenty  of  evidence  of  their  handiwork  on  dewy 
autumn  mornings. 

I  have  been  asked  if  an  excessively  dry  summer  affects  the  general 
colouration  of  spiders.  I  have  thought  this  out  and  in  the  absence 
of  an  expert  opinion  I  think  the  answer  must  be  no.  The  questioner 
probably  had  in  mind  the  change  in  appearance  of  grass  and  other 
vegetation  from  the  normal  lush  greens  to  browns  and  yellows  and 
wondered  if  spiders  adapted  themselves  accordingly.  We  have  one 
spider  at  least  which  possesses  transient  colouration.  This  is  Misumena 
vatia  (Clerck)  which  can  change  gradually  from  almost  white  to  a  pale 
green  or  a  pale  pink  to  suit  its  surroundings,  but  this  spider  is  not 
often  seen  in  our  county.  General  living  conditions  affect  the  pig¬ 
mentation  of  some  of  our  orb-spinners.  Meta  segmentata  (Clerck),  a 
spider  which  normally  exhibits  great  variation  in  colour,  is  an  example. 
It  is  possible  that  lighter  and  brighter  forms  have  been  dominant  this 
year.  Dark  specimens  would  be  easy  prey  for  birds  in  straw- like 
grass.  A  few  successive  years  like  1959  might  bring  about  changes 
in  the  general  colour  of  spiders.  I  have  noticed  that  spiders  such  as 
Araneus  diadematus  which  have  lived  for  generations  in  hot-houses 
are  often  lighter  in  colour  than  their  outdoor  brethren.  If  we  do  have 
more  of  these  sub-tropical  summers  I  shall  certainly  try  to  collect 
evidence  on  possible  changes  in  colouration. 
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Order  Arane^e  Spiders 
Family  Thomisidas  Crab-spiders 
Thanatus  striatus  C.  L.  Koch 

A  female  of  this  uncommon  species  was  taken  by  Mr.  J.  H. 
Duddington  at  Manton  in  May. 

Misumena  vatia  (Clerck) 

This  beautiful  spider  turns  up  occasionally,  usually  solitary 
specimens  and  always  in  the  southern  half  of  the  county.  Mr.  Dud¬ 
dington  found  this  one  at  Market  Deeping  in  May. 

Xyticus  ulmi  (Hahn) 

Two  females  attracted  to  Mr.  Duddington’s  M.V.  lamp  at  Lin- 
wood  Warren. 

Family  Lycosidae  Hunting-spiders. 

Lycosa  pullata  (Clerck) 

Lycos  a  prativaga  L.  Koch 

These  two  species  have  been  found  together  at  Sturton  Park 
and  other  places  in  N.W.  Lincolnshire  by  Mr.  H.  J.  Houghton.  The 
females  are  not  always  easy  to  separate  and  the  two  species  almost 
certainly  interbreed  in  nature  as  they  have  been  shown  to  do  in 
captivity.  Some  of  Mr.  Houghton’s  specimens  show  intermediate 
characteristics. 

Lycosa  ament  at  a  (Clerck) 

A  very  common  spider  but  captured  for  the  first  time  at  Lin  wood 
Warren  by  Mr.  Houghton. 

Family  Theridiidae  Tangle- web  spiders. 

Theridion  varians  Hahn 

A  fairly  common  spider  of  fences,  railings  and  bushes  such  as 
holly.  This  specimen,  taken  by  Mr.  Houghton,  means  a  new  record 
for  Laughton  Common  and  Division  5. 

Family  Tetragnathidae 

Tetragnatha  montana  Simon 

Both  sexes  of  this  plentiful  spider  taken  by  Mr.  Duddington  in 
Dunsby  Wood  near  Bourne.  The  fact  that  this  is  a  new  record  for 
Division  16  shows  how  little  work  has  been  done  in  this  part  of  the 
County. 

Family  Argyopidae  Orb-spinners. 

Meta  merianae  (Scop.) 

Found  on  Laughton  Common  in  April  by  Mr.  Houghton,  this 
spider  which  normally  lives  in  darker  habitats  than  the  commoner 
Meta  segmentata ,  is  a  new  record  for  Division  5. 
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Araneus  marmoreus  Clerck 

In  Lincolnshire,  as  in  most  parts  of  Britain,  the  variety  A.  mar¬ 
moreus  pyramidatus  is  much  more  plentiful  than  the  type.  Several 
of  our  members  found  the  type  at  the  Scotton  Common  field  meeting. 
The  snares  were  seen  on  the  lower  branches  of  birch  and  oak. 

Araneus  patagiatus  Clerck 

More  plentiful  this  year  on  gorse  bushes  near  the  gravel  pits  at 
Boultham  Moor,  Lincoln.  An  adult  female  was  seen  to  attack  and 
begin  to  devour  a  young  male  of  the  same  species. 

Araneus  quadratus  Clerck. 

This  species  has  also  been  more  plentiful  this  year.  Several  fine 
specimens,  mostly  females,  have  been  sent  to  me  and  many  have  been 
seen  in  their  retreats  of  curled  leaves  keeping  close  guard  on  their 
orb  snares.  It  is  unusual  to  see  this  spider  resting  in  the  middle  of 
the  web  like  Araneus  diadematus. 

Cercidia  prominens  (Westr.) 

An  immature  araneid  with  spines  on  the  anterior  edge  of  the 
abdomen,  believed  to  be  the  above  species,  was  found  in  short  grass 
at  Linwood  Warren.  It  will  be  necessary  to  examine  an  adult  specimen 
before  it  can  be  claimed  as  a  new  County  record  even  though  it  is 
hard  to  believe  to  what  other  species  the  present  immature  spider 
could  be  referred. 

Family  Linyphiidae  Money-spiders. 

Oedothorax  apicatus  (Bl.) 

A  mature  male  spider  found  at  the  roots  of  a  marram  clump 
confirms  the  identity  of  several  females  found  at  Gibraltar  Point  in 
recent  years.  The  females  of  this  genus  are  not  easy  to  separate, 
the  males  however  can  be  readily  identified. 

Bolyphantes  alticeps  (Sund.) 

Bolyphantes  luteolus  (Bl.) 

The  male  of  the  former  species  and  the  female  of  the  latter  were 
taken  in  grass  roots  at  Linwood  Warren  in  August.  The  identity  of 
each  has  been  confirmed  by  Dr.  A.  F.  Millidge.  There  are  very  few 
local  records  of  B.  alticeps  while  B.  luteolus  is  new  to  Lincolnshire. 
It  is  possible  that  Bolyphantes  spp.  have  been  mistaken  for  the  com¬ 
moner  Stemonyphantes  lineatus  (which  they  superficially  resemble)  in 
the  past  and  if  so  the  genus  might  be  better  represented  in  the  County 
than  would  appear  at  present. 

Walkenaera  acuminata  Bl. 

The  discovery  of  this  tiny  reddish  spider  in  short  grass  near  a 
sandy  valley  at  the  South  Elkington  field  meeting  was  probably  the 
best  of  the  day.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  it  has  been  taken  only 
once  before,  in  Lincolnshire,  in  a  chalk  pit — also  in  Division  8 — by 
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H.  Wallis  Kew  as  long  ago  as  1886.  The  specimen  found  at  South 
Elkington  is  a  female.  The  male  is  a  most  striking  animal  with  its 
eyes  situated  on  an  extremely  high  turret  quite  unlike  any  other 
British  species. 

Order  Opiliones  Harvest-spiders. 

No  remarkable  discoveries  have  been  made  in  this  Order  this 
year  but  Nemastoma  lugubre  has  been  added  to  the  records  for  Division 
5  on  the  strength  of  a  specimen  found  at  Laughton  by  Mr.  Houghton. 
One  of  the  signs  of  the  drought  was  the  almost  complete  lack  of  harvest- 
spiders  at  Scotton  Common  in  August  and  only  three  species  Nem- 
astroma  lugubre ,  Leiobunum  blackwalli  and  Mitopus  morio  were  found 
during  the  fungus  foray.  Striking  absentees  from  the  list  of  captures 
being  the  oligolophines. 

Correction 

In  my  report  for  1957,  in  referring  to  the  discovery  of  Pirata 
uliginosus  at  Woodhall  Spa,  I  stated  that  the  spider  had  first  been 
added  to  the  British  list  when  a  specimen  was  found  in  Suffolk.  In 
fact  it  was  first  found  in  Berkshire  by  Dr.  Duffey  of  the  Nature 
Conservancy.  I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  Duffey’s  office  for  the  correct 
information  on  this  point. 


LINCOLNSHIRE  BIRD  REPORT,  1959 

R.  K.  Cornwallis,  b.a.,  m.b.o.u.  and  A.  D.  Townsend,  m.b.o.u. 

Narrative  accounts  of  migration  at  Gibraltar  Point  and  Bardney 
Sugar  Beet  Factory;  a  summary  of  ten  years’  ringing  at  Gibraltar 
Point  Bird  Observatory;  a  report  on  the  use  of  an  industrial  site  by 
waders;  recoveries  of  nearly  80  ringed  birds  of  35  species,  many  of 
them  from  abroad;  a  systematic  list  compiled  from  an  ever-increasing 
volume  of  reports;  all  these  features  of  the  present  Report  bear  witness 
to  the  indefatigable  efforts  of  a  growing  band  of  enthusiasts. 

Highlights  of  the  year  have  been  the  addition  of  the  Broad-billed 
Sandpiper  to  the  county  list;  unusual  numbers  of  Garganey,  Dotterel 
and  Barred  Warblers;  the  fourth  successive  invasion  of  Waxwings; 
another  breeding  record  of  Grey  Wagtail  and  attempted  breeding  by 
Crossbills.  Other  rarities  include  Red-crested  Pochard,  Ferruginous 
Duck,  two  Ospreys,  Kentish  Plover,  both  Phalaropes,  a  White-winged 
Black  Tern  in  breeding  plumage,  a  new  breeding  locality  for  the 
Collared  Dove,  Bearded  Tit,  the  first  inland  record  of  a  Bluethroat, 
Red-breasted  Flycatcher  and  Water  Pipit.  Once  again  we  are  greatly 
indebted  to  the  Rare  Birds  Committee  of  British  Birds  to  whom 
records  of  rarities  have  been  submitted. 

The  conventions  adopted  in  previous  reports  are  repeated:  i.e, 
B.O.U.  Checklist  order  with  numbers  in  that  list  as  reference;  all 
records  to  be  taken  as  of  a  single  bird  unless  otherwise  stated;  GP — 
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Gibraltar  Point;  LSF — Lincoln  Sewage  Farm,  Canwick;  Bardney — 
the  settling  ponds  at  Bardney  Sugar  Beet  Factory;  S-T  Reserve — 
Saltfleetby-Theddlethorpe  Reserve;  S.F. — Sewage  Farm;  G.P. — 
Gravel  Pit;  CBC — Cambridge  Bird  Club  Report  (obtainable,  price  5/-, 
from  A.  E.  Vine,  101  Victoria  Street,  Littleport,  Cambs.). 

In  addition  to  those  in  the  List  the  following  occurred  in  the 
county  in  1959  (breeding  species  in  italics):  Gannet,  Red-legged 
Partridge ,  Partridge ,  Pheasant ,  Moorhen ,  Coot ,  Jack  Snipe,  Herring 
Gull,  Common  Gull,  Stock  Dove ,  Turtle  Dove ,  Barn  Owl ,  Little  Owl , 
Tawny  Owl ,  Kingfisher ,  Gree;?  Woodpecker ,  Gmz£  Spotted  Woodpecker , 
Skylark ,  House  Martin,  Jackdazv,  Magpie,  Jay,  Great  Tit,  Long-tailed 
Tit ,  Treecreeper,  Wren,  Mistle  Thrush,  Sedge  Warbler,  Blackcap, 
Whitethroat,  Lesser  Whitethroat,  Willow  Warbler,  Spotted  Flycatcher , 
Dunnock,  Meadow  Pipit,  Greenfinch,  Goldfinch,  Linnet,  Y ellowhammer , 
Corn  Bunting,  House  Sparrow. 

MIGRATION  AT  GIBRALTAR  POINT 


March. 

A  Black  Redstart  and  four  Wheatears  appeared  on  24th  and  the 
following  evening  ca.  50,000  Knot  were  observed  flying  N.  Several 
Lapwings  flew  S.W.  on  25th-26th,  and  on  28th  a  small  S.W.  movement 
of  Pied  Wagtails,  Corn  Buntings  and  Chaffinches  took  place.  Chaf¬ 
finches,  in  parties  of  30-50,  were  moving  S.W.  early  on  29th. 

April. 

Six  Wheatears  were  seen  on  6th,  and  a  Ring  Ousel  on  7th.  The 
first  Willow  Warbler  was  heard  on  9th  and  a  Whitethroat  was  trapped 
on  13th.  The  number  of  Willow  Warblers  had  increased  next  day 
and  40  Grey  Geese  were  seen.  A  Whinchat  occurred  on  25th  and  on 
26th  a  steady  S.W.  movement  of  Swallows  took  place  with  smaller 
numbers  of  House  and  Sand  Martins  and  Yellow  Wagtails.  New 
arrivals  were  Woodlark,  Little  Gull,  Little  Tern,  Swift  and  Cuckoo. 

May. 

A  passage  of  Whimbrel  occurred  on  9th/ 10th,  when  Dunlin  and 
Ringed  Plovers  were  very  numerous  with  smaller  parties  of  Bar¬ 
tailed  Godwits,  Turnstones  and  several  Grey  Plovers.  No  migration 
occurred  on  15th/ 16th  but  a  Redstart,  Common  Sandpiper  and  two 
Sandwich  Terns  were  seen  next  day,  a  Merlin  on  18th,  and  20  Scoter, 
two  Black  Terns,  seven  Razorbills  and  10  Kittiwakes  on  19th.  Mi¬ 
grants  on  20th  were  three  Spotted  Flycatchers,  Redstart,  Redwing 
and  Fieldfare.  Kittiwakes  were  very  numerous  on  21st/23rd  while 
a  small  northward  passage  of  Fulmars  took  place.  A  Puffin  appeared 
on  23rd,  and  passerines  included  Redstarts  and  Willow  Warblers. 
The  former  increased  in  numbers  next  day,  when  two  Stonechats  were 
also  recorded. 
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June. 

A  steady  S.W.  passage  of  Swifts  developed  on  17th- 18th  with 
several  Pied  Wagtails  and  Turtle  Doves.  On  18th  a  Hen  Harrier 
flew  to  N.E.  and  a  Coal  Tit  occurred  next  day.  Small  numbers  of 
Swifts  were  flying  S.W.  on  almost  every  remaining  day  of  the  month, 
and  from  16th-26th  there  was  a  small  passage  of  House  Martins. 
A  Ruff  was  seen  on  24th,  a  Redstart  on  28th  and  a  Merlin  on  29th. 

July- 

Swifts  were  moving  S.  and  S.W.  almost  continually  during  the 
month,  usually  in  small  numbers,  but  on  12th  the  passage  intensified 
and  during  the  morning  averaged  2,000  per  hour;  the  same  day  a 
juvenile  Crossbill  flew  S.W.  A  Marsh  Tit  and  a  Great  Spotted 
Woodpecker  occurred  on  4th,  a  Blackcap  next  day;  and  on  17th  a 
small  S.W.  passage  of  Sand  Martins  developed.  The  passage  increased 
the  following  day  when  30  Scoter  and  30  Knot  were  seen.  A  pair  of 
Garganey,  300  Sandwich  Terns  and  20  Kittiwakes  were  recorded  on 
20th.  A  Wood  Sandpiper  was  seen  on  21st,  and  a  Chiffchaff  trapped 
on  23rd.  A  few  Yellow  and  Pied  Wagtails  were  flying  S.W.  most 
days  15th-27th  and  on  the  last  two  days  of  the  month  several  Arctic 
Skuas  flew  N. 

August. 

The  wind  remained  light  southerly  during  the  first  week  and 
passerine  movement  was  restricted  to  a  few  Swallows,  Pied  and  Yellow 
Wagtails.  A  Buzzard  was  seen  on  2nd  and  a  Garden  and  Sedge 
Warbler  were  trapped  on  6th.  A  Green  Sandpiper  was  recorded 
next  day.  Large  flocks  of  Oystercatchers,  Sanderlings,  Great 
Black-backed  Gulls  and  Terns  (including  two  Black  Terns)  gathered 
at  the  early  morning  tide  on  9th  and  a  passage  of  Arctic  Skuas  took 
place  on  10th.  Heavy  rain  occurred  next  day  and  after  a  fall  of  Pied 
Flycatchers  and  Whitethroats  several  Green  Sandpipers  and  Green- 
shanks  were  seen  feeding  in  the  flood-water.  The  following  day  a 
Short-eared  Owl  and  three  Black  Terns  occurred;  and  Common, 
Green  and  Wood  Sandpipers  and  Greenshanks  were  unusually  num¬ 
erous.  On  14th  a  S.W.  passage  of  Crossbills  developed;  during  the 
four  days  to  17th  a  total  of  57  passed  over  the  reserve  in  small  parties. 
A  few  Swifts,  Swallows,  Pied  and  Yellow  Wagtails  flew  S.W.  on  15th, 
and  several  Pied  and  Spotted  Flycatchers,  Willow  Warblers,  White- 
throats,  a  Lesser  Whitethroat,  two  Black  Terns  and  two  Green  Sand¬ 
pipers  appeared  on  16th.  Large  numbers  of  terns  gathered  on  the 
Spit  at  high  tide  on  19th  and  following  light  easterly  winds  on  20th 
2 1st  there  occurred  small  numbers  of  Garden  Warblers  and  Pied 
Flycatchers,  and  an  Icterine  Warbler  was  trapped.  On  23rd  after 
dense  mist  the  previous  evening  there  was  a  build-up  in  numbers  of 
Robins,  Willow  Warblers,  Whitethroats,  Whinchats,  Redstarts, 
Spotted  and  Pied  Flycatchers ;  and  the  numbers  of  Wheatears  increased 
in  the  evening.  Another  small  passage  of  Pied  Flycatchers,  Redstarts 
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and  Sedge  Warblers  took  place  on  25th.  A  Curlew  Sandpiper  and 
a  Little  Gull  occurred  on  30th. 

September. 

Barred  Warblers  were  present  on  the  reserve  on  18  days  of  the 
month,  with  a  maximum  of  four  on  4th.  Larger  numbers  of  terns 
and  waders  were  a  feature  of  the  first  few  days  accompanied  by  up¬ 
wards  of  20  Arctic  Skuas.  A  Marsh  Harrier  was  seen  on  5th.  Little 
Gulls  were  quite  numerous  during  this  period.  Passerine  movement 
was  light,  but  on  11th  many  Wheatears  arrived  and  a  bird  of  the 
Greenland  race  was  caught.  Siskins  were  flying  S.W.  on  12th,  three 
Curlew  Sandpipers  were  seen  and  the  first  Grey  Geese  arrived.  A 
passage  of  Reed  Buntings  and  Redpolls  developed  on  1 5th,  the  latter 
reaching  a  peak  on  21st.  Other  interesting  species  were  three  Field¬ 
fares  on  15th,  a  Snow  Bunting  and  a  Marsh  Harrier  on  16th,  a  Ring 
Ouzel  on  17th  and  a  Red-breasted  Flycatcher  next  day.  There  were 
more  Redpolls  on  22nd,  a  Crossbill  on  23rd,  a  Great  Skua  on  24th 
and  the  following  day  two  Short-eared  Owls  arrived  and  the  numbers 
of  House  and  Tree  Sparrows  increased.  On  27th  the  Barred  Warbler 
ringed  12  days  earlier  was  re-trapped.  A  Velvet  Scoter  flew  north¬ 
wards  on  30th,  and  a  Shearwater  was  seen  far  out  at  sea. 

October. 

Numbers  of  House  and  Tree  Sparrows,  Chaffinches,  Redpolls, 
Reed  Buntings  and  Starlings  were  flying  S.W.  on  lst/2nd,  a  Blue- 
throat  was  flushed  from  the  Marram  grass,  and  Knot  were  estimated 
at  80,000.  A  Marsh  Harrier  was  seen  on  3rd  and  another  flew  across 
the  marsh  on  9th.  Strong  easterly  winds  on  10th  brought  large 
numbers  of  Redwings,  Robins  (British  and  Continental  races)  and 
Goldcrests  to  the  reserve,  together  with  smaller  numbers  of  Song 
Thrushes,  Blackbirds,  Ring  Ouzels  and  Redstarts.  Goldcrests  were 
still  numerous  on  1 1th,  and  one  exhausted  bird  came  from  off  the  sea 
and  dropped  on  the  beach  before  flying  to  the  bushes.  Dusk  movements 
of  Blackbirds  and  Redwings  took  place  on  13th  and  14th.  House  and 
Tree  Sparrows  were  very  numerous  next  day,  a  Merlin  occurred  on  17th 
and  a  Stonechat  on  24th.  A  new  species  for  the  reserve,  a  Collared 
Dove,  was  identified  on  25th  on  which  day  there  was  also  a  late  passage 
of  Common  and  Arctic  Terns.  1,700  Wood  Pigeons  flew  to  S.W.  on 
29th  and  the  following  morning  enormous  numbers  of  Blackbirds, 
Redwings  and  Fieldfares  arrived  from  10-30  a.m.,  the  movement 
continuing  throughout  the  day  and  a  record  number  of  222  birds, 
214  of  them  Blackbirds,  being  trapped.  On  31st  several  small  flocks 
of  Carrion  Crows  flew  in  from  the  sea. 

November. 

More  Blackbirds  arrived  on  1st  and  immigrating  Lapwings 
totalled  4,000.  Other  species  included  two  Waxwings,  Little  Auk, 
four  Whooper  Swans,  three  Mergansers  and  a  Shorelark.  Skylarks 
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were  flying  S.W.  on  2nd  and  next  day  six  Whooper  Swans  flew  off 
northwards  when  disturbed  on  the  marsh.  200  Snow  Buntings  and 
24  Hooded  Crows  were  recorded  on  4th  and  on  24th  a  party  of  50 
Waxwings  arrived.  Shorelarks  numbered  four  on  29th.  29  Eider 

Ducks  were  offshore  on  13th  December. 

See  also  Bird  Migration ,  1,  47  and  106-108. 


GIBRALTAR  POINT  OBSERVATORY  RINGING  PROGRESS 


1949- 

Grand 

1949- 

Grand 

Species 

1958 

1959 

Total 

Species 

1958 

1959 

Total 

Gannet  ... 

1 

1 

Coal  Tit 

.  31 

1 

32 

Shag  . 

1 

1 

Marsh  Tit 

.  3 

1 

4 

Wigeon  ... 

1 

1 

Willow  Tit 

6 

1 

7 

Sheld  Duck 

4 

4 

Long-tailed  Tit 

66 

11 

77 

Sparrow  Hawk . . . 

30 

30 

Treecreeper 

7 

7 

Merlin  ... 

1 

1 

Wren  . 

.  303 

22 

325 

Kestrel  ... 

4 

4 

Mistle  Thrush  .. 

.  21 

21 

Water  Rail 

1 

1 

Fieldfare 

.  10 

1 

11 

Moorhen 

3 

3 

Song  Thrush  .. 

.  423 

88 

511 

Coot 

1 

1 

Redwing 

.  69 

6 

75 

Oystercatcher  . . . 

2 

2 

Ring  Ouzel 

.  13 

1 

14 

Lapwing 

10 

10 

Blackbird 

.1408 

443 

1851 

Ringed  Plover  ... 

30 

1 

31 

Wheatear 

.  29 

2 

31 

Little  Ringed 

Stonechat 

5 

5 

Plover 

1 

1 

Whinchat 

.  29 

10 

39 

Turnstone 

2 

2 

Redstart 

.  384 

44 

428 

Woodcock 

1 

1 

Black  Redstart  . . 

.  4 

4 

Redshank 

3 

3 

Nightingale 

.  4 

1 

5 

Knot 

1 

1 

Bluethroat 

.  5 

5 

Dunlin  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Robin  ... 

.  449 

34 

483 

Sanderling 

7 

7 

Grasshopper 

Black-headed 

Warbler 

.  2 

2 

Gull . 

2 

2 

Reed  Warbler  .. 

.  15 

2 

17 

Little  Tern 

7 

7 

Sedge  Warbler  .. 

.  47 

3 

50 

Stock  Dove 

29 

29 

Icterine  Warbler 

4 

1 

5 

Woodpigeon 

29 

4 

33 

Blackcap 

.  69 

3 

72 

Turtle  Dove 

3 

3 

Barred  Warbler 

8 

5 

13 

Cuckoo 

79 

3 

82 

Garden  Warbler 

190 

9 

199 

Barn  Owl 

8 

8 

Whitethroat 

.1649 

335 

1984 

Little  Owl 

8 

8 

Lesser 

Long-eared  Owl 

4 

4 

Whitethroat  .. 

.  105 

2 

107 

Short-eared  Owl 

5 

5 

Willow  Warbler 

2007 

93 

2100 

Nightjar 

2 

2 

Greenish  Warbler  1 

1 

Kingfisher 

1 

1 

ChifF chaff 

.  96 

3 

99 

Green 

Wood  Warbler  .. 

.  13 

13 

Woodpecker  ... 

3 

3 

Yellow-browed 

Great  Spotted 

Warbler 

.  3 

3 

Woodpecker  ... 

10 

1 

11 

Firecrest 

1 

1 

Wryneck 

9 

9 

Spotted 

Skylark 

13 

13 

Flycatcher 

.  108 

7 

115 

Swallow 

144 

13 

157 

Pied  Flycatcher 

325 

42 

367 

Rook 

1 

1 

Red-breasted 

Jackdaw 

3 

3 

Flycatcher 

.  3 

1 

4 

Magpie 

43 

1 

44 

Dunnock 

.  671 

86 

757 

Jay  . 

1 

1 

Meadow  Pipit  . . 

.  70 

8 

78 

Great  Tit 

219 

8 

227 

Tree  Pipit 

.  8 

8 

Blue  Tit 

673 

39 

712 

Rock  Pipit 

.  2 

2 
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1949- 

Grand 

1949- 

Grand 

Species 

1958 

1959 

Total 

Species 

1958 

1959 

Total 

Pied  Wagtail 

2 

1 

3 

Siskin 

4 

4 

Yellow  Wagtail.. 

1 

1 

Linnet  ... 

108 

23 

131 

Great  Grey 

Twite 

1 

1 

Shrike 

2 

2 

Redpoll  ... 

19 

4 

23 

Red-backed 

Bullfinch 

1 

4 

5 

Shrike 

2 

2 

Crossbill 

1 

1 

Starling 

313 

10 

323 

Chaffinch 

262 

11 

273 

Rose-coloured 

Brambling 

9 

1 

10 

Starling 

1 

1 

Yellowhammer .. 

51 

14 

65 

Hawfinch 

1 

1 

Reed  Bunting  .. 

204 

70 

274 

Greenfinch 

232 

27 

259 

House  Sparrow 

231 

25 

256 

Goldfinch 

44 

3 

47 

Tree  Sparrow  ... 

46 

15 

61 

Annual 

Record 

1949:  1,566, 

of  63 

species 

1954:  1,337,  of  52 

species 

1950:  1,122, 

„  60 

33 

1955:  755, 

„  43 

33 

1951:  1,150, 

„  49 

3 

1956:  791, 

„  43 

33 

1952:  1,672, 

„  59 

33 

1957:  824, 

«  47 

33 

1953:  1,096, 

„  51 

33 

1958:  1,289, 

„  53 

33 

1959:  1,545,  of  52  species 


1949-59:  13,147,  of  106  species 


MIGRATION  AT  THE  SUGAR  FACTORY  SETTLING  PONDS 

BARDNEY 

February. 

The  only  waders  recorded  during  the  month  were  a  Dunlin  on 
8th  and  a  Knot  on  22nd.  On  this  day  3  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls 
flew  W.  over  the  ponds,  and  3  Bewick’s  Swans  made  a  brief  stay  on 
one  of  the  pools. 

March. 

250  Pink-footed  Geese  flew  N.W.  on  1st.  By  13th  the  number 
of  Snipe  had  increased.  Wildfowl  on  15th  included  43  Teal,  34 
Pochard  and  7  Shovelers. 

April. 

There  were  12  Shovelers  on  7th,  and  3  Sheld  Duck  and  a  Ruff 
on  19th.  12  Redshanks  were  recorded  on  21st  together  with  a  Green 

Sandpiper.  By  27th  waders  present  were  Lapwings,  Ringed  Plovers, 
Snipe,  a  Common  Sandpiper  and  Redshanks.  A  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gull  and  2  Common/Arctic  Terns  were  seen  on  29th. 

May. 

Migrants  on  3rd  were  several  Common/ Arctic  Terns,  Swifts  and 
a  Little  Ringed  Plover.  Black  Terns  arrived  on  10th,  reaching  a 
maximum  of  10  on  24th.  Waders  increased  during  the  same  period: 
Ringed  Plovers,  Common  Sandpipers,  Dunlin,  on  25th  a  Wood 
Sandpiper,  and  a  Turnstone  on  27th.  A  Wheatear  was  present  on 
30th. 
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June. 

Waders  included  a  Little  Ringed  Plover  on  12th  and  a  Black¬ 
tailed  Godwit  on  16th;  this  bird,  in  moult,  stayed  until  30th  and  was 
joined  by  a  second  bird  on  21st.  Waders  increased  from  the  middle 
of  month:  Snipe,  Green  Sandpipers  (max.:  12,  30th),  Redshank 
(max.:  15,  23rd),  a  Curlew  on  18th,  a  Greenshank  on  27th,  a  Wood 
and  several  Common  Sandpipers  on  28th.  Two  Ruffs  were  present 
on  26th  and  4  Dunlins  on  30th. 

July- 

The  number  of  Green  Sandpipers  decreased  during  the  first  few 
days,  but  newly  arrived  species  were  a  Wood  Sandpiper  and  3  Ruffs, 
a  Curlew  and  another  Black-tailed  Godwit  on  4th.  Ruffs  numbered 
10  on  7th  when  3  Ringed  Plovers  were  present.  A  Garganey  stayed 
on  18th/ 19th  and  another  Wood  Sandpiper  occurred  on  19th  and 
26th,  and  a  pair  of  Scaup  on  23rd.  Ruffs,  which  had  been  present 
most  days  increased  to  11  by  29th,  together  with  an  increase  in  the 
numbers  of  Common  Sandpipers,  and  a  Black  Tern  was  recorded  on 
28th.  Interesting  birds  next  day  included  a  Garganey  and  3  Pintails. 

August. 

Lapwings,  Ringed  Plovers,  Snipe,  Green  Sandpipers  (max.:  8, 
14th),  Common  Sandpipers  (max.:  15,  20th  and  23rd),  Dunlins, 
Ruffs  (max. :  12,  24th)  were  present  in  varying  small  numbers  through¬ 
out  the  month.  Four  Black  Terns  were  seen  on  4th  and  a  Turnstone 
first  recorded  on  5th  was  sail  present  on  15th  and  2  Gadwall  were 
seen  on  5th.  Five  Garganey,  a  Greenshank  and  5  Cuckoos  were 
present  on  9th;  the  latter  were  last  seen  on  23rd.  A  Curlew  flew 
eastwards  over  the  ponds  on  14th,  and  next  day  a  Little  Ringed  Plover 
was  observed.  Interesting  species  on  20th  were  a  Gadwall,  a  Wood 
Sandpiper  and  several  Whinchats.  Another  Black  Tern  on  21st,  and 
with  the  more  common  waders  on  22nd  were  a  Spotted  Redshank 
and  a  Little  Stint.  Garganey  were  recorded  on  22nd  and  24th.  A 
Little  Ringed  Plover  was  again  seen  on  23rd  and  another  Spotted 
Redshank  on  29th. 

September. 

With  the  exception  of  Ruffs  (max.:  10,  10th)  waders  were  few  in 
number.  Green  Sandpipers  were  last  seen  on  19th,  although  the 
number  of  Snipe  rose  slightly  on  5th/8th  and  during  that  period  an 
influx  of  Pied  Wagtails  occurred,  corresponding  closely  to  that  of  last 
year.  A  Curlew  was  recorded  on  20th,  and  next  day  a  Kingfisher, 
a  species  new  to  the  ponds. 

October. 

300  Teal,  a  Common  Sandpiper  and  a  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 
were  present  on  3rd.  A  Ruff  and  a  Dunlin  on  17th  together  with  a  late 
Common/Arctic  Tern,  while  during  the  morning  a  steady  north¬ 
easterly  passage  of  Lapwings  took  place.  Two  Goldeneyes  were 
recorded  on  November  28th. 


Ornithology 


63 


USE  OF  AN  INDUSTRIAL  SITE  BY  WADERS 

by 

J.  Robbins,  m.a.,  m.b.o.u. 

During  the  period  August-November,  1959,  the  author  was  on 
the  staff  of  the  Courtauld’s  works  at  Great  Coates,  near  Grimsby. 
This  works  was  completed  in  1957  and  rayon  staple  fibre  is  manu¬ 
factured  there.  Much  of  the  factory  roof  is  flat  and  this  is  covered 
with  a  layer  of  water  about  2  ins.  in  depth.  This  is  to  assist  in  main¬ 
taining  equable  conditions  inside  the  buildings  throughout  the  year. 
Soon  after  his  arrival  the  author  noticed  that  waders  were  using  this 
roof  as  a  resting  place.  Detailed  observations  were  taken  over  the 
period  9th  September-9th  November  inclusive. 

The  observations  may  be  summarised  as  follows:  (i)  numbers 
varied  widely  (0-3,000) ;  large  numbers  occurred  during  daylight  only 
at  high  tide  in  the  neighbouring  R.  Humber ;  at  night  the  roof  seemed 
to  be  used  more  freely,  but  it  was  impossible  to  assess  numbers: 
(ii)  the  roof  was  used  primarily  for  resting ;  some  birds  (mainly  Dunlin) 
washed  in  the  fresh  water;  a  few  hunted  for  food  in  the  sediment  that 
has  accumulated;  such  feeding  was  not  governed  by  the  tide;  (iii)  Dun- 
fin  and  Redshank  were  the  species  which  visited  the  roof  most  regularly; 
their  numbers  and  those  of  irregular  visitors  are  given  in  the  species 
notes  below;  these  numbers  represent  only  a  small  portion  of  those 
frequenting  the  Humber  estuary. 

The  species  observed  were : 

Lapwing:  1,  bathing,  7/10. 

Ringed  Plover:  9  recorded  on  six  occasions,  max.:  3  on  7/10. 

Common  Sandpiper:  Single  birds  on  21/9  and  29/9. 

Redshank:  Recorded  on  most  days,  max.:  500  on  14/10  and  4/11. 
This  species  was  never  observed  to  be  feeding  and  rarely 
to  be  bathing. 

Knot:  1,  23/9. 

Little  Stint:  1,  28/9;  this  bird  fed  desultorily  and  was  associated 
with  a  Curlew  Sandpiper  and  9  Dunlin. 

Dunlin:  The  commonest  species,  observed  almost  daily,  max. 
2,500  on  4/11,  also  2,000  on  8/10.  Numbers  increased 
markedly  during  the  first  week  of  October.  Bathing  was 
often  observed  and  small  numbers  (1-9)  were  observed  to  be 
feeding  on  several  occasions  in  the  shallower  parts. 

Curlew  Sandpiper:  1,  28/9;  2,  7/10. 

Ruff:  A  first- winter  male  fed  on  the  drier  part  of  the  roof  during 
the  period  4-8/10.  Most  of  this  time  it  was  escorted  by  a 
solitary  Dunlin. 
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Other  species  of  wader  (Whimbrel,  Black-tailed  Godwit  and 
Bar- tailed  Godwit)  were  observed  flying  over  the  factory  site  but 
never  on  the  roof.  Black-headed  Gulls  occasionally  and  Common 
and  Herring  Gulls  more  rarely  frequented  the  roof,  but  in  general 
these  species  preferred  the  factory  reservoir.  Their  numbers  seemed 
to  be  independant  of  the  state  of  the  tide. 

One  passerine,  the  Grey  Wagtail,  used  the  roof;  this  species 
was  seen  on  five  occasions,  max.  3  on  5/10;  these  birds  were  observed 
to  feed.  House  Sparrows  and  Pied  Wagtails,  both  resident  species 
at  the  factory,  occasionally  perched  on  the  edge  of  the  roof  or,  rarely, 
bathed. 


SELECTED  RINGING  RECOVERIES 

m — male  f — female  n — nestling 


Ringed 

Shag. 

n,  I.  of  May,  2.6.57 
n,  I.  of  May,  3.6.57 

Heron. 

n,  Deeping  St.  James,  12.5.57 
n,  Deeping  St.  James,  28.4.58 

Mallard. 

ad.  m.,  Deeping  Lake,  28.4.57 


Recovered 

ca.  18.2.58,  inland  in  Lincolnshire. 

22.2.58,  on  coast  in  Lincolnshire. 
(BTO). 

2.11.58,  Tambo  I.,  Spain. 

Aut.  ’58,  Stroud,  Glos.  (BTO). 


ad.  m..  Deeping  Lake,  14.5.57 


12.8.57,  Anna  Jacoba  Polder  (Zee- 
land),  Holland. 
ca.  11.1.58,  Ollerton,  Notts. 

17.8.58,  Tjacreborg  (Jutland), 

Denmark. 

Birds  ringed  in  Holland  and  Belgium  were  recovered  in  Lincolnshire. 

(BTO). 

Wigeon. 

ad.  f.,  Deeping  Lake,  2.4.56 
ad.  m.,  Deeping  Lake,  5.4.57 


Pintail. 

ad.  f.,  Deeping  Lake,  21.3.56 

Shoveler. 

ad.  m.,  Deeping  Lake,  22.4.57 

Tufted  Duck. 

ad.  m..  Deeping  Lake,  26.12.56 


24.11.58,  Lough  Erne,  N.  Ireland. 

3.3.58,  Vespolate  (Novara),  N.W. 
Italy  (BTO). 

22.5.58,  Leshukonskoe  (Arkhangel) 
U.S.S.R.  (BTO). 

3.2.58,  Lough  Bunny  (Co.  Clare), 
Eire  (BTO). 

21.9.58,  nr.  Hockhult  (Kalmar), 
Sweden  (BTO). 
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Goldeneye. 

ad.  f.,  Kattstrupeforsen  (Jamt-  3.1.58,  Sleaford  (BTO). 
land),  Sweden,  19.6.57 

White-fronted  Goose. 

1st  w.,  m.,  Slimbridge,  Glos.,  1.12.58,  Tetney  Fitties  (BTO). 
21.2.58. 


Mute  Swan. 

n,  Sleaford,  21.8.58. 
n,  Sleaford,  11.3.57. 

Marsh  Harrier. 

n,  Hickling  Broad,  Norfolk, 
24.6.58 


8.2.59,  Fulstow,  Louth. 

3.4.59,  Sleaford,  (oiled)  (W.M.P.). 


14.9.58,  Holbeach.  (BTO). 


Osprey. 

n,  Strangnas  (Sodermanland), 
Sweden,  8.7.58 

Kestrel. 

juv,  Isle  of  May,  25.7.58 

Lapwing. 

n,  Wilsford,  Sleaford,  28.5.55. 

Golden  Plover. 

Munnekezijl,  Holland,  23.3.56. 

Curlew. 

n,  Pori,  Finland,  17.7.58 
n,  Karkku,  Finland,  3.6.57 

n,  Toysa,  Finland,  3.6.59. 


21.8.58,  Mouth  of  Humber 

26.8.58,  Rise,  Yorks.  (BTO). 


7.12.58,  Crowland.  (BTO). 


10.1.60,  Hillburn,  (Co.  Wexford), 
Eire.  (WMP). 


15.10.59,  North  Coates.  (CM). 


25.9.58,  Killingholme. 

23.10.57,  Whitton  Sands,  W.  Hum¬ 
ber  (BTO). 

3.11.59,  North  Coates,  (CM). 


Dunlin. 

ad,  Ahus  (Kristianstad),  Sweden,  26.10.58,  Cleethorpes 
23.7.58 

ad,  nr.  Varel  (Oldenburg),  1.1.58,  Spalding.  (BTO). 

Germany,  18.9.57. 

Great  Black-backed  Gull. 

n,  Rott  (Rogaland),  Norway,  4.1.58,  Holbeach  Marsh.  (BTO). 
27.6.57 


Herring  Gull. 

n,  Hovden  (Sogn  &  Fjordane),  ca.  9.1.58,  Grimsby.  (BTO). 
Norway,  12.6.57 
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Kittiwake. 

n,  Fame  Is,  6.7.57 
n,  Fame  Is,  6.7.57 
n,  Murmansk  Coast,  U.S.S.R., 

22.7.57. 

Woodpigeon. 

n,  GP,  21.8.59. 

Short-eared  Owl. 

n,  Morston,  Norfolk,  16.6.57 

Swift. 

ad,  Sleaford,  3.7.56 
ad,  Sleaford,  25.6.58 
ad,  Sleaford,  27.6.58 

Swallow. 

juv.  Burton  Pedwardine,  12.9.59. 
n,  Great  Gonerby,  9.7.58 

House  Martin. 

ad,  Sleaford,  22.6.58. 

Sand  Martin. 

ad,  Sth.  Rauceby,  16.6.57. 

Great  Tit. 

ad.  m,  Sleaford,  23.11.57. 

Blue  Tit. 

1st  w.,  f,  Sleaford,  21.11.55. 

n,  Reading,  Berks,  22.5.57. 

Song  Thrush. 

1st  w.,  GP,  3.10.57. 

GP,  1.11.57. 

Blackbird. 

n,  Harrowby,  Grantham,  7.7.56 
1st  w.  f,  Sleaford,  10.11.57. 

ad.  f,  GP,  20.10.58. 

1st  w.,  m,  30.10.59. 

Robin. 

ad,  Sleaford,  9.12.55. 

Chiffchaff. 

GP,  14.9.56. 


28.6.58,  Skegness 

3.7.58,  Donna  Nook 

6.4.58,  Donna  Nook  (BTO). 


13.2.60,  Hillesdon,  Norwich  (BTO) 


ca.  25.11.57,  nr.  Sleaford  (BTO). 


10.6.59,  Sleaford 

10.6.59,  Sleaford 

6.6.59,  Sleaford  (WMP). 


7.10.59,  Valencia,  Spain  (WMP). 

26.6.59,  Great  Gonerby  (WMP). 


3.6.59,  Sleaford  (WMP). 


22.5.59,  Sth.  Rauceby  (WMP). 


21.2.59.  Sleaford  (WMP). 


23.11.57  and  7.12.59 
Sleaford,  (WMP). 
27.2.58,  Louth  (BTO). 


28.11.59,  Binbrook  (BTO). 

7.11.59,  Gazinet,  France,  (BTO). 

14.6.59,  Nr.  Grantham 

13.2.59,  Hutton  Cranswick,  Yorks. 
(WMP). 

15.10.59,  Netland,  nr.  Egersund, 

Norway 

8.1.60,  Rich  Hill,  (Co.  Armagh), 

N.  Ireland  (BTO). 

19.4.59,  Sleaford  (WMP). 


Zamara,  Spain  (BTO). 


Pied  Flycatcher. 

ad,  GP,  4.9.58. 
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Starling. 

ad,  Lincoln,  15.5.54. 
ad.  f,  Sleaford,  11.2.56. 

ad.  f,  Sleaford,  7 .2.57 . 
f.g.,  Hardwick,  20.11.57. 
f.g.,  Hardwick,  20.11.57. 
f.g.,  Hardwick,  20.11.57 
f.g.,  Hardwick,  20.11.57. 
f.g.,  Hardwick,  20.11.57. 
f.g.,  Hardwick,  20.11.57. 
f.g.,  Hardwick,  20.11.57. 

f.g.,  Hardwick,  20.11.57. 

ad.  m,  Sleaford,  9.3.58 

ad.  m,  Lincoln,  27.3.58. 

1st  w.,  Sleaford,  16.1.59. 

1st  w.,  Sleaford,  7.2.59. 
ad.  m,  Lincoln,  19.1.59. 

ad,  Lincoln,  6.2.59. 
ad,  Lincoln,  20.11.59. 

ad.  m,  Lincoln,  5.12.59. 

ad,  Lincoln,  20.11.57. 

ad.  m,  Lincoln,  9.1.60. 
f.g.,  Redbourn,  Herts.,  6.1.57. 
ad.  m,  Legsby,  21.12.55. 

n,  Bohus,  Sweden,  4.6.56. 
n,  Aker,  (Smaland),  Sweden, 

13.6.58. 

ad.  m,  Wassenaar,  Holland, 

26.10.57.  transported  to  Basle, 

Switzerland. 

Chaffinch. 

ad.  f,  GP,  4.7.58. 


28.9.58,  Royan  (Charente-Mari- 
time),  France  (BTO). 

6.10.59,  Lincoln  (ADT). 

2.5.59,  St.  Jacobiparochie  (Fries¬ 
land),  Holland. 

3.9.59,  Whittlesey,  Cambs. 

13.12.59,  Thorngumbald,  Hull. 

26.4.59,  Alkmar,  Holland. 

17.11.59,  Grunajno,  Poland 

10.1.59,  Heighington 

17.11.59,  Sztum,  Poland.  (WMP). 

6.6.59,  Asari,  Latvia  (ADT). 

14.4.60,  Skagen  (Jutland),  Den¬ 
mark 

25.7.60,  Barth  (Mecklenburg), 
Germany  (RKC). 

16.10.59,  Stanton  Fitzwarren, 
Swindon  (WMP). 

14.9.59,  Andershof,  Germany. 
(ADT). 

13.6.59,  Farstrup,  Denmark. 
(WMP). 

6.5.59,  Clapham,  Beds.  (WMP). 

10.10.59,  Jutland,  Denmark 
(ADT). 

23.8.59,  Vitebsk,  U.S.S.R.  (ADT). 

15.1.60,  Inkersall,  Derbyshire. 
(ADT). 

16.2.60,  Newport  Pagnell,  Bucks. 
(ADT). 

24.3.60,  Bootle,  Cumberland. 
(ADT). 

12.4.60,  Orfordness,  Suffolk(ADT). 

28.1.59,  Colsterworth  (LC). 

18.2.60,  Preston  nr.  Hull,  Yorks. 
(RKC). 

31.1.58,  Thurlby  (BTO). 

26.11.58,  Walmsgate  (BTO). 

10.11.58,  Easton,  nr.  Grantham 
(BTO). 


ca.  10.11.59,  Duisburg,  Germany 
(BTO). 
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The  following  have  contributed  observations : 


E.  I.  Abell 

B.  Appleby 

C.  W.  Atkin 

K.  Atterby 
P.  A.  Banks 
T.  Barnatt 

R.  Baumber 
C.  G.  Binns 
G.  J.  Boase 

S.  van  den  Bos  (SB) 

G.  K.  Brown 

L.  Cave 

P.  Cawthorn 
E.  H.  Clifton 
Cambridge  Bird  Club 
C.  Colebrook 
Nature  Conservancy 
L.  Cornwallis  (L-C) 

R.  K.  Cornwallis 
W.  F.  Curtis 
J.  Darnell 
A.  W.  S.  Dean 
W.  Earnshaw 
C.  Freare 
J.  A.  Galletly 
J.  Geeson 

C.  Hudson 
G.  C.  Hall 

D.  Hill 

R.  E.  Hitchcock 
R.  Holmes 
A.  R.  Johnson 
J.  Kennington 
J.  W.  Lawson 
J.  Lofts 

W.  K.  Marshall 

1.  Black-throated  Diver. 

Jan.  (EJR). 


R.  May 
M.  Minges 
C.  Morrison 
R.  Nickerson 
R.  K.  Norman 

F.  Norris 

B.  S.  Pashby 

C.  Pask 
W.  M.  Peet 
R.  E.  M.  Pilcher 

G.  R.  Porter 
R.  Wood  Powell 
M.  E.  Price 

E.  J.  Redshaw 

J.  Robbins 

K.  Robinson 
J.  F.  Russell 

I.  Sayner 
A.  D.  Scott 
C.  Smale 
A.  E.  Smith 

F.  Stewart 

J.  A.  Tatlow 

L.  G.  Taylor 

A.  D.  Townsend 
J.  T.  Turner 

C.  M.  Walker 
T.  H.  Wallis 

Trent  Valley  Bird  Watchers 
J.  Warlow 

B.  Watkinson 
L.  Watkinson 

D.  West 
R.  B.  Wilkinson 
P.  Wilson 
R.  M.  Winslow 

R.  Welland,  Spalding,  during 

Cleethorpes  beach,  15/11  (CS). 
Shot,  Killingholme,  28/11  (RM). 


2.  Great  Northern  Diver. 

4.  Red-throated  Diver. 

Dead,  Sandilands,  2/4  (CLO).  G.P.,  10,  1/2;  25/4;  9,  17/9;  5,  11/10; 
25/10;  ca.  15,  25-27/12.  Witham  and  Welland  estuaries,  28/3  (DW, 
FS,  JW). 
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5.  Great  Crested  Grebe.  Breeding  records:  Lindholme  Lake 

(also  bred  1957  &  1958)  (ADS);  Fillingham  (EHC);  4  pairs,  Tattershall 
area  (RM,  JK,  CC,  SB,  FIA,  THW);  Burton  G.P.;  Lincoln  L.N.E.R.; 
Saxilby  pit;  3  pairs,  Revesby  reservoir;  Culverthorpe  (ADT);  6  pairs, 
Denton  reservoir;  2  pairs,  Woolsthorpe  (LC,  CP,  WFC);  Tallington 
(JAG);  Tongue  End,  Bourne  (TB).  GP. 

6.  Red-necked  Grebe.  Brocklesby,  20-27/12  (RM,  JK). 

8.  Black-necked  Grebe.  3,  Mauds  Foster  Drain,  Freiston, 
10/1  (CBC).  [A  bird  at  Brocklesby  on  27/12  could  not  be  approached 
close  enough  to  separate  within  any  certainty  from  Slavonian  (RM,  JK, 
SB)]. 

9.  Little  Grebe.  Up  to  25,  Killingholme  Brick-pit,  Dec.  (RM, 
JK,  SB).  10,  Kirkby-on-Bain,  Dec.  (ADT). 

26.  Fulmar.  GP,  northward  passage,  21-23/5.  3  freshly  dead, 

North  Coates  to  Donna  Nook,  25/5  (RKN).  E)ead,  S-T  Reserve, 
24/5  &  5/7  (CLO).  Dead,  Cleethorpes,  10/3  (CS). 

28.  Cormorant.  Inland:  Croxby,  6/12  (RM,  JK,  KR,  GCH); 

Lambert  Hill  Pond,  3-4/4  (RM);  2,  Sleaford  Pits,  20-28/12;  centre  of 
Sleaford,  30/12  (WMP).  GP. 

29.  Shag.  Dead,  Friskney,  18/1  (CBC). 

30.  Heron.  Heronries  (occupied  nests):  Muckton,  27;  Wil¬ 
loughby,  49;  Troy  Wood,  69;  Skidbrooke,  4;  Evedon,  29;  Wools¬ 
thorpe,  1  (new  heronry)  (WFC,  RM,  WE,  SB,  GRP,  CLO).  GP. 

37.  Little  Bittern.  A  male  shot  at  Ludford  in  the  early  1900’s 
by  Mr.  Fred  Done  has  been  presented  to  Louth  museum  (per  CLO). 

38.  Bittern.  “  Booming  ”  Barton-on-Humber  and  Barrow 
Haven;  no  nest  found  (RM).  S-T  Res.,  18/10  (BA  per  CLO). 
Deeping,  25/11  (REMP). 

45.  Mallard.  Up  to  4,000,  Humber  Wildfowl  Refuge  in 

autumn  (NC).  4-500,  Brocklesby,  Oct.  (RM).  600,  Woolsthorpe, 

25/1  (WFC).  GP. 

46.  Teal.  Unusually  large  numbers,  Humber  Wildfowl  Refuge 

in  August  (NC).  140,  Newsham  Lake,  Dec.  (RM).  300+ ,  Bardney, 

3/10;  200+,  Burton  G.P.,  1/11  (ADT).  Grantham  S.F.,  350+, 
31/1  (WFC,  CP).  GP. 

47.  Garganey.  There  was  an  exceptional  influx  into  the 
country  during  March. 

Spring:  S-T  Res.,  a  pair,  19/4.  Chapel  Pits,  2,  22-28/3;  2/4. 
Kirkby-on-Bain,  21/4  (El A,  THW,  ADT,  KA,  CF,  CLO). 
Grantham  S.F.,  6/5;  pair,  23-24/5;  27/5;  3,  30/5  (WMP,  CP, 
WFC,  ADT,  FS,  DW).  Tetney,  2,  29/3  (GKB).  Wisbech 
S.F.,  max.  6,  10/4  (CBC). 

Summer:  Grantham  S.F.,  27/6.  Wisbech  S.F.,  2,  20/6  (JW,  DW). 
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Autumn:  Bardney,  18/7;  29/7;  5/8;  5,  9  8;  22  8  (RM,  SB,  ADT, 
FS,  DW).  L.N.E.R.  pit,  Lincoln,  12  9  (EHC).  Sudbrooke> 
28/8  (AWSD).  Grantham  S.F.,  4,  28  7;  6,  2  8;  4,  14  8; 
7,  3/9  (CP,  WFC).  Woolsthorpe,  4,  9  8;  4,  5  9;  2,  12  9 
(CP,  WFC).  GP,  2,  20/7. 

49.  Gadwall.  Newsham  Lake,  4,  111;  18  1.  Bardnev,  5  8; 
20/8  (RM,  CC,  WE,  JK,  SB,  ADT,  FS,  DW).  WTisbech  S.F.,  11, 
1/7.  Drake  shot,  Holbeach,  9/11  (CBC).  GP,  19  7. 

50.  Wigeon.  2-3,000,  Humber  Wdldfowl  Refuge  in  winter 

(NC).  Inland:  Lambert  Hill  Pond,  40,  15/2  (WE,  RM,  CC).  Skel- 
lingthorpe  Pits,  30,  11/1  (El A,  RWP,  THW);  48,  4/12  (EHC).  Burton 
G.P.,  128,  8/12  (EHC).  Grantham  S.F.,  250+,  15  &  22/2  (WFC, 
CP).  Woolsthorpe,  250,  8/2  (WFC).  GP. 

52.  Pintail.  Lambert  Hill  Pond,  30-40,  to  end  Oct.  (RM, 
JK,  SB,  CC,  WE).  S-T  Res.,  2,  11/10  (CLO,  RM,  SB).  GP,  2  10; 
6,  6/12.  Grantham  S.F.,  2,  5/8;  14/8  (FS,  DW,  WFC,  CP).  Bardnev, 
3,  29/7  (DW,  FS).  Woolsthorpe,  12/9  (WFC).  Sudbrooke,  2-7/10 
(AWSD).  Boston  Haven,  23,  6/12  (TVBW).  Wisbech  S.F.,  45, 
26/8  (FS,  DW'). 

53.  Shoveler.  2  pairs  bred,  Pyewipe  (EHC).  7  pairs,  Bard¬ 
ney,  15/3,  but  no  proof  of  breeding  (ADT).  Recorded:  Twigmoor, 
Manton  Warren,  Earles  Pit,  S-T  Res.,  Newsham  Lake,  Brocklesby, 
Lambert  Hill  Pond,  Chapel  Pits,  Sandilands  Pit,  Grantham  S.F. 
(EIA,  THW,  CLO,  WMP,  RM,  CC,  WE,  CP,  WFC,  CH).  GP. 

54.  Red-crested  Pochard.  3  (probably  5),  Tallington  Pits 
in  Dec.  (REMP)  (see  British  Birds ,  53,  414). 

55.  Scaup.  Killingholme,  3,  20/12  (RM,  JK).  Barton-on- 
Humber,  2,  22/2  (KR).  Sandilands  Pit,  2  drakes,  7/9  (CLO).  Bard¬ 
ney,  pair,  23/7  (ADT).  GP,  2,  8/11. 

56.  Tufted  Duck.  2  pairs  bred,  L.N.E.R.  Pit,  Lincoln. 

Max.  (winter):  Burton  G.P.,  40;  L.N.E.R.  Pit,  48  (EHC).  GP. 

57.  Pochard.  2  pairs  bred,  L.N.E.R.  Pit,  Lincoln.  Winter: 

max.  L.N.E.R.  Pit,  220,  15/12  (EHC);  Newsham  Lake,  25  (RM,  SB, 
JK,  WE);  Denton  Res.,  20  (WFC).  GP. 

58.  Ferruginous  Duck.  A  female  shot,  Baston  Pits,  21  11, 
is  only  the  second  Lincolnshire  record  (REMP).  (see  British  Birds , 
53,  414). 

60.  Goldeneye.  Numerous  winter  records  from  Barton-on- 
Humber,  Earle’s  Pit,  Killingholme,  Newsham  Lake,  Sutton  Pit, 
Chapel  Pit,  Burton  G.P.,  L.N.E.R.  Pit,  Lincoln,  Bardney,  Kirkby- 
on-Bain,  Woolsthorpe.  Havenmouth  Boston,  14,  6  12  (EIA,  RWP, 
THW,  JTT,  RH,  EHC,  ADT,  CLO,  WFC,  RM,  JK,  SB,  FS,  DW, 
TVBW).  Early  autumn  record:  L.N.E.R.  Pit,  Lincoln,  14-29  9 
(EHC). 
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61.  Long-tailed  Duck.  Killingholme,  22/1 1  (RM,  SB). 

62.  Velvet  Scoter.  GP.,  30/9. 

64.  Common  Scoter.  80+  flying  up  R.  Humber  on  18/8; 
after  circling  Trent/Humber  confluences,  they  returned  downstream 
(RH).  GP. 

67.  Eider.  A  remarkable  increase  in  the  winter  appears  to 
have  taken  place  in  recent  years  on  the  Lines,  and  North  Norfolk  coasts, 
e.g.  Heacham  to  Hunstanton,  500,  6-31/12  (CBC).  GP,  29,  23  12. 
Havenmouth  Boston,  10+,  6/12  (TVBW).  Mablethorpe,  8/11  (CLO), 
and  one  dead  (no  date)  (CS). 

69.  Red-breasted  Merganser.  One  flying  south,  North  Coates, 
24/5  (unusual  date)  (RKN).  Witham,  2,  8/12  (CBC). 

70.  Goosander.  L.N.E.R.  Pit,  Lincoln,  2,  29/12.  Burton 
G.P.,  5,  17/12;  2,  24/12;  29/12  (EHC).  Denton  Res.,  3,  17/2  (WFC). 
Croxby  Pond,  21/12  (JL). 

73.  Sheld  Duck.  Inland  breeding:  One  pair,  Brocklesby;  one 
pair,  Tattershall  area  (RM,  SB,  CC,  ADT).  Many  more  on  Humber 
Wildfowl  Refuge  than  in  previous  winters  (NC).  GP,  80^-  during 
May;  10  juveniles,  10/7.  350+,  Holbeach  marsh,  16/2  (CP,  WFC). 

75.  Grey  Lag  Goose.  Several  on  Humber  Wildfowl  Refuge 
in  autumn  (NC).  Cowbit  Wash,  28/2  (possibly  a  pricked  bird)  (EJR). 

78.  Pink-footed  Goose.  (1)  North-east  Lincolnshire.  Humber 
Wildfowl  Refuge:  first  arrivals,  23/9;  by  27/9  up  to  5-6,000;  from  4/10 
dropped  to  a  few  hundred.  Very  large  passage  on  east  coast  on  16/10, 
and  by  24/10  there  were  20,000  using  the  refuge.  (At  this  time,  too, 
there  were  unusual  numbers  in  small  parties  as  far  south  as  Saltfleetby). 
Numbers  dropped  sharply  from  11/11,  after  which  there  were  only  a 
few  hundred  (NC).  (2)  North-west  Wash.  GP.,  300,  16/4;  peak  of 
3,000  in  November.  (3)  South  Wash.  3,000,  mid-November  (CBC). 

80.  Brent  Goose.  Large  skein,  ca.  300,  Humber  Wildfowl 
Refuge,  late  November  (NC).  3,  S-T  Res.,  1/2  (CLO). 

81.  Barnacle  Goose.  Humber  Wildfowl  Refuge,  autumn  (no 
date)  (NC). 

82.  Canada  Goose.  Max.  in  Feb.,  Grimsthorpe,  350  (CGB). 
ca.  4  pairs  bred,  Holywell  (EIA,  RWP,  THW).  8,  Denton,  17/2. 
22,  Woolsthorpe,  7/1 1  (WFC).  GP,  25/4. 

84.  Mute  Swan.  A  count  of  swans  in  the  Lincoln  area  revealed 
190  birds  in  February;  of  these  ca.  20%  were  1st  winter  (ADT).  GP. 

85.  Whooper  Swan.  Killingholme,  4,  11/1;  4,  29/11  to  end 
Dec.  (JK,  RM,  CC,  WE,  SB).  The  ’58  bird  at  Burton  G.P.  was  last 
seen  22/3  (ADT).  L.N.E.R.  Pit,  Lincoln,  6,  1/11  (EHC).  GP,  4, 
1/11;  6  flew  northwards  on  3/11  when  disturbed  on  the  marsh. 
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86.  Bewick’s  Swan.  Killingholme,  5,  22  11;  9,  13  12  to  end 
Dec.  (JR,  RM,  SB,  WE).  Denton,  6,  10/1.  Grantham,  3,  21/4 
(WFC).  Bardney,  3,  22/2.  Burton  G.P.,  2,  28/2  (ADT).  Chapel 
Pit,  2,  8/3-2/4  (EIA,  RWP,  THW).  Sandilands  Pit,  2,  8/1;  2-16/5 
(late  date)  (CLO,  KA).  Anderby  Pit,  28/4-3/5  (PAB).  Wisbech  S.F., 
3/1;  8,  1-22/2;  39,  8/3;  late  bird,  21-26/4  (CBC). 

91.  Buzzard.  North  Thoresby,  13-15/9  (RM,  JK).  Great 
Coates,  23/10  (JR).  3  to  S.E.,  Humberstone,  27  9  (KR,  RB,  JD). 
Farforth,  2,  25/12  (RKC,  L-C).  Shot,  Blan'kney,  Dec.  (per  THW). 
GP,  2/8.  Dead,  autumn,  Wold  Newton  (RM).  2  dead,  autumn, 

Goxhill  (SB). 

93.  Sparrow  Hawk.  The  decline,  first  noted  during  1957, 
still  maintained  in  1959.  RM  had  no  records  from  north  Lincolnshire. 
Male,  Red  Hill,  Stenigot,  13/4.  Female,  Burwell  Wood,  19  4  (CLO). 
South  Reston,  3/5  (CH).  Healing,  14/3  (GJB).  GP,  24/1;  15/9; 
31/10.  The  decline  has  also  been  noted  in  parts  of  Cambridgeshire 
(CBC). 

99.  Marsh  Harrier.  Inland  record  (it  is  very  rarely  recorded 
inland):  Scawby,  18/8  (JTT).  Coastal:  Goxhill,  June  and  July  (SB, 
RM,  JK).  Grainthorpe  Haven,  21/7.  Tetney,  29/8  (RMW,  RB). 
GP,  29/4;  5/9;  16/9;  3/10;  9/10.  Wisbech  S.F.,  9/8;  18/8  (CBC). 

100.  Hen  Harrier.  Tetney  Haven,  1/2  (KR).  GP,  18/6; 
8/11.  Holbeach  area,  mid-Oct.  (REMP). 

103.  Osprey.  North  Coates,  26/5  (RKN).  Saxilbv  Pit,  27  5 
(JAT). 

105.  Peregrine.  Feeding  on  dead  wader,  Grimsby  docks, 
25/1  (CS).  GP,  25/10.  Fulbeck,  4/10  (CMW). 

107.  Merlin.  S-T  Res,  1/4  (KA,  CLO)  GP,  2,  9/1;  2,24/1; 
26-27/3;  18/5;  29/6;  27/9;  17/10.  Witham  Outfall,  8/12  (CBC). 

110.  Kestrel.  Small  numbers  flying  N.-S.,  Somercotes,  18  8; 
Tetney,  12/9;  Great  Coates,  28/9  (JR).  GP,  small  numbers  17/7  to 
Oct,  max.  4,  2  &  16/8. 

117.  Quail.  Limber,  8/5  (RM). 

120.  Water  Rail.  Recorded  from,  Burton  G.P.,  Newsham 
Lake,  GP,  Cowbit  Wash,  Crowland  Washes  (EHC,  RM,  EJR).  A 
bird  at  Lincoln  S.F.,  26/9,  may  have  been  a  migrant  (ADT). 

125.  Corncrake.  1st  winter  male,  dead,  Scunthorpe,  13  9 
(FN).  4-5,  New  York  area,  last  two  weeks  of  July  and  first  week 

Aug.  (PC). 

131.  Oystercatcher.  A  pair  bred,  Saltfleet  marsh  (RM,  JK); 
and  one  pair,  GP,  where  a  gradual  build  up  in  numbers  to  150  on 
26/6  was  noted,  and  thereafter  200,  19/7;  400,  7/8;  1,700,  18/8  with 
peaks  of  2,500  on  21/8,  8,000  mid  Sept.,  and  9,000,  2/10.  Inland: 
Wisbech  S.F.,  3,  26/5  (CBC). 
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133.  Lapwing.  North  Coates,  light  N.W.  passage,  20-23/1 
(RKN).  S-T  Res.,  large  easterly  movement  at  great  height,  12/3 
(KA,  CLO).  GP,  heavy  immigration,  1/11,  coinciding  with  a  similar 
movement  on  Norfolk  coast  at  Holme  (CBC).  Lapwing  population 
of  N.E.  Lines,  estimated  at  20,000-40,000  on  7/11  (JR). 

134.  Ringed  Plover.  Breeding  records  from  North  Coates,  S-T 
Res,  and  Saltfleet  (RM,  JK,  RKN,  CLO);  GP,  numbers  not  counted. 
Inland  records:  Spring:  Bardney,  small  numbers  May  and  early  June. 
Grantham  S.F.,  22/2;  26/4;  several  during  May.  Autumn:  L.S.F., 
21/8.  Bardney,  3,  7/7;  small  numbers  throughout  August.  Gran¬ 
tham  S.F.,  peaks  of  10  on  14/8  and  8  on  26/8  (CP,  WFC,  WMP,  ADT, 
EIA,  THW,  et  al).  Wisbech  S.F.,  wader  tables  (CBC). 

135.  Little  Ringed  Plover.  Breeding  records:  Pair,  no  nest 
found,  new  site  in  mid-Lincs.  2  nests  found,  1958  site;  4  adults  and 
4  juveniles  there,  16/7  (RM,  SB,  JK,  WE,  EIA,  RWP,  THW,  ADT). 
A  pair  seen  at  a  site  near  Lincoln,  but  breeding  not  proved;  however, 
at  another  site  near  Lincoln  a  pair  successfully  reared  two  young 
(ADT,  EHC).  Passage  records:  Spring:  Bardney,  3/5  (ADT);  12/6 
(FS,  DW).  Wisbech  S.F.,  21/4  (CBC).  Autumn:  Bardney,  15/8; 
23/8.  L.S.F.,  23/8;  26/8;  2,  27/8  (FS,  DW,  ADT).  Grantham  S.F., 
14/8;  3,  16-17/8;  2,  22/8;  4,  26/8  (CP,  WFC,  WMP,  FS,  DW).  Wis¬ 
bech  S.F.,  from  9/7  with  8  on  18th  and  22nd  (CBC). 

136.  Kentish  Plover.  Wisbech  S.F.,  21/5  (CBC).  The  last 
Lincolnshire  record  was  in  1950  (see  British  Birds,  53,  418). 

139.  Grey  Plover.  Max.  Welland  estuary,  800,  13/9  (CBC). 

Large  numbers,  North  Coates,  Feb.  (RKN).  Inland:  Wisbech  S.F., 
1-2,  5-31/5;  1/11  (CBC).  GP. 

140.  Golden  Plover.  500+  arrived  North  Coates  airfield, 

8/1  (RKN).  4,000,  Cowbit  Wash,  28/2  (EJR).  GP. 

142.  Dotterel.  Keelby,  4,  14/5,  described  to  RM  by  men 
hoeing  beet.  They  were  so  tame  as  to  tempt  the  men  to  spend  some 
time  trying,  unsuccessfully,  to  catch  them;  they  flew  off  at  about 
6-0  p.m.  Lincolnshire/Norfolk  border,  47,  20/8;  the  largest  flock  to 
be  recorded  in  England  this  century  (see  British  Birds ,  53,  84-85). 
Frampton,  5,  29/11  (REMP).  Only  one  has  been  recorded  in  Lincoln¬ 
shire  since  1946,  so  these  numbers  are  quite  exceptional. 

143.  Turnstone.  Inland:  Riby,  12/8,  feeding  in  field  of  pea 

stubble  being  dragged  by  a  tractor  (RM,  JK).  Goxhill,  27/9  (RM, 
SB).  Bardney,  27/5;  5-15/8.  Grantham  S.F.,  28/7  (CP,  WFC,  ADT, 
DW,  FS,  RKC,  L-C).  Wisbech  S.F.,  9-10,  9-20/5;  2,  2/7-8/8;  5/9; 
8/9.  300  roosting  in  fields,  Nene  mouth,  22/8  (CBC).  GP. 

145.  Snipe.  Cowbit,  max.  ca.  400,  28/2  (CBC).  Grantham 
S.F.,  150,  15/3;  200,  14/8  (EJR,  WFC,  CP).  Pinchbeck,  ca.  50  to 
south,  21/11  (EJR).  GP. 
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148.  Woodcock.  “  Roding,”  Burwell,  Linwood  Warren, 
Woolsthorpe  (CLO,  ADT,  WFC).  GP. 

150.  Curlew.  Breeding  records:  3  nests,  Manton;  6  pairs  in  a 

hitherto  unrecorded  site  north  of  Lincoln  (RM,  JK,  SB,  WE,  ADT). 
Unusual  number  inland  in  late  May:  Grantham  S.F.,  70,  24  5  (FS, 
DW).  GP. 

151.  Whimbrel.  GP,  spring  passage,  early  May;  autumn  peak 
9-12/8.  Limber,  4  to  west,  6/8;  birds  flying  N.W.  midnight,  10  8 
(RM).  Nene  mouth,  80,  9/8;  50+,  16  &  30/8  (CBC). 

154.  Black-tailed  Godwit.  Goxhill,  27/8  (RM,  JK,  SB). 
Great  Coates,  10/9  (JR).  Sandilands  Pit,  2/8;  6,  15/8  (CH).  Bardney, 
16-30/6;  2,  21/6  (RBW,  ADT,  DW,  FS).  Grantham  S.F.,  3,  24- 
27/6  (FS,  DW,  CP,  WFC).  Holbeach,  20,  15/8.  Nene  mouth,  13, 
18/8  (CBC).  Wisbech  S.F.,  5,  20/6;  2,  26/8  (DW,  FS).  Winter: 
Wrangle,  10,  10/1  (CBC). 

155.  Bar-tailed  Godwit.  GP,  max.  7,000,  5/9. 

156.  Green  Sandpiper.  Winter:  Laceby,  26  1  (GCH). 

Spring:  Bardney,  21/4.  Grantham  S.F.,  2,  11/4;  26/4  (WFC,  CP). 
Wisbech  S.F.,  singles,  21-31/5  (CBC).  Autumn:  Brigg  Sugar  Factory, 
4,  3/8.  Twigmoor,  2,  13/8;  25/8  (CH,  JTT).  Tetney,  2,  12/9  (JR). 
Cleethorpes,  4/9;  2,  23/9  (KR).  Sandilands,  2,  2/8;  3,  10/8  &  23  8 
(CLO,  CH).  Lambert  Hill  Pond,  3,  17/8  (RM,  SB,  JK).  Nettleton 
Beck,  10/8-28/11  (PAB).  Bardney,  peak  of  12,  30/7;  small  numbers 
till  19/9.  L.S.F.,  peak  of  15,  20/8  (ADT).  GP,  24/7;  7/8;  small 

numbers,  10-17/8,  max.  6,  12/8;  2/10;  13/10;  14/10.  Grantham  S.F., 
26/6-13/9,  max.  14,  30/6;  15,  16/8  (CP,  WFC,  LC,  DW,  FS,  WMP). 
Wisbech  S.F.,  peak  of  18,  16/8  (CBC). 

157.  Wood  Sandpiper.  Spring:  Bardney,  25/5  (FS,  DW). 
Grantham  S.F.,  3,  23-24/5.  Wisbech  S.F.,  singles  21-31/5  (CBC, 
WMP,  WFC,  CP).  Autumn:  Goxhill,  2,  22/8;  27  8.  Sandilands, 
10/8;  23/8.  Sutton  Pits,  25/8.  Bardney,  28/6;  1/7;  4/7;  19/7;  24/7; 
26/7;  20/8  (the  bird  on  26/7  was  seen  to  attack  a  nearby  Green  Sand¬ 
piper)  (RM,  SB,  CC,  JK,  KA,  CLO,  FS,  DW,  ADT).  Edenham, 
1/10  (TB).  Grantham  S.F.,  up  to  4,  24/7-6/9  (CP,  WFC).  GP,  21/7; 
3,  12/8;  2,  14/8;  21/8.  Wisbech  S.F.,  small  numbers  24/6-12  7,  max. 
16,  23/8.  One,  Holbeach  to  Nene  mouth,  19/8,  the  only  Wash  record 
(CBC). 

159.  Common  Sandpiper.  Sandilands,  28/4,  song  flight 
recorded  (CLO).  GP. 


161.  Redshank.  A  pair  bred,  Bardney.  Breeding  numbers 
below  average  in  Hykeham  meadows  (FS,  DW).  Tetney,  600,  12/9. 
Grimsby,  700,  7/11  (JR).  GP. 
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162.  Spotted  Redshank.  Spring:  Wisbech  S.F.,  1-24  5,  max. 

4,  10  &  24/5  (CBC).  Autumn:  Goxhill,  2,  1/9.  Brocklesby,  18-19  10 
(SB,  RM,  JK).  Sandilands  Pit,  10/8;  11,  7/9;  13/9.  Chapel  Pit,  15/9 
(ADT,  DH,  CLO).  GP,  10/8;  12/8;  14/8;  19/8;  7/9;  16-17/9. 
Bardney,  22/8;  29/8.  Grantham  S.F.,  16/8  (CP,  WFC).  Wisbech 

5. F.,  4,  20/6;  8,  26/8;  max.  22,  4/9  (DW,  FS,  CBC).  Nene  mouth, 
29/10.  Winter:  Grimsby,  7/11  (JR)  (winter  records  are  rare). 

165.  Greenshank.  Spring:  Bracebridge  Low  Fields,  12/3  (DW). 
Grantham  S.F.,  3,  6/5;  10/5  (CP,  WFC,  ADT).  GP,  10/5;  17/5; 
26/6.  Wisbech  S.F.,  21/4-26/5  (CBC).  Autumn:  Goxhill,  4,  22/8; 
7,  27/8  (SB,  RM,  CC,  JK).  Bardney,  27/6;  9/8;  22/8;  29/8  (ADT, 
FS,  DW).  GP,  singles,  July,  Aug.  and  Sept.,  max.  6,  11/9.  Gran¬ 
tham  S.F.,  small  numbers,  July  &  Aug.  (CP,  WFC).  Wisbech  S.F., 
peak  of  30,  24/8.  Holbeach,  25,  20/9  (CBC). 

169.  Knot.  GP,  ca.  50,000  flew  northwards,  25/3;  autumn 
max.  90,000+,  2/10.  Inland:  Bardney,  22/2  (ADT,  CTB).  Gran¬ 
tham  S.F.,  17/5  (CP,  WFC).  Wisbech  S.F.,  3,  19-20/5;  3/8;  3,  19/8; 
2,  13/9  (CBC). 

171.  Little  Stint.  Spring:  Wisbech  S.F.,  10/5;  1-2,  19-24  5; 
20/6  (CBC).  Autumn:  Goxhill,  22/8.  Great  Coates,  28/9.  Sandi¬ 
lands  Pit,  3,  12/9.  Chapel  Pit,  2,  15/9.  GP,  9/8.  Grantham  S.F., 
22/8  (SB,  FS,  DW,  RM,  CC,  JR,  CLO,  ADT,  DH).  Denton  Res., 
30-31/8  (JG).  Bardney,  22/8  (FS,  DW).  Wisbech  S.F.,  up  to  7, 
25/7-22/9.  Holbeach,  2,  20/9  (CBC). 

173.  Temminck’s  Stint.  Wisbech  S.F.,  21/5;  2,  23  5;  2/6 
(CBC). 

178.  Dunlin.  Inland:  Spring:  Bardney,  8/2;  small  numbers. 
May  and  June.  Grantham  S.F.,  April  and  May  (CP,  WFC).  Wis¬ 
bech  S.F.,  peak  of  400+,  1-3/5  (CBC).  Inland:  Autumn:  Bardney, 
small  numbers,  Aug.  and  Sept.  L.S.F.,  a  bird  of  the  southern  race 
C.  a.  alpina  trapped,  25/8  (ADT).  Grantham  S.F.,  max.  12,  14/8 
(CP,  WFC,  EIA,  THW).  Wisbech  S.F.,  max.  250,  25-26/7  (CBC). 
Coastal:  GP,  2,000+,  4/11.  Grimsby,  5,000,  7/11  (JR). 

179.  Curlew  Sandpiper.  Spring:  Wisbech  S.F.,  23/5  (CBC). 

Autumn:  Goxhill,  2,  1/9;  5/9.  Immingham,  27/9  (RM,  SB,  JK). 
Great  Coates,  28/9  (JR).  Theddlethorpe  Pit,  4,  15/9  (ADT,  DH). 
Wyberton  Marshes,  2,  23/9  (RH).  Sandilands  Pit,  2,  7/9;  4,  13  9 
(CLO).  Grantham  S.F.,  2,  6/9;  5,  9/9  (EIA,  RWP,  THW,  CP, 
WFC).  Wisbech  S.F.,  22/7-11/10,  max.  40-50,  4-8/9.  Holbeach, 
10-30,  19/8-23/9;  200+  gathered  there,  6/9  (CBC).  GP. 

181.  Sanderling.  Inland:  L.S.F.,  17/10  (ADT).  Grantham 
S.F.,  3/10  (CP,  WFC).  Wisbech  S.F.,  12/5-6/6,  with  20,  20  5  and 
15,  4/6;  24/8  (CBC).  GP. 

183.  Broad-billed  Sandpiper.  Wisbech  S.F.,  9/5  (CBC). 

This  is  the  first  Lincolnshire  record  (see  British  Birds ,  53,  419). 
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184.  Ruff.  Spring:  Bardney,  19-21  4.  Grantham  S.F.,  to 
26/4  (CP,  WFC).  Wisbech  S.F.,  20-40,  15-28  3;  present  till  end  of 
May.  Autumn:  Goxhill,  27/9;  1  10  (RM,  SB,  JK).  Barton-on- 
Humber,  2/8  (KR).  Great  Coates,  4-8  10  (JR).  Sandilands  Pit, 
3,  15/8;  8,  23/8;  2,  7/9;  2,  13/9  (CLO,  CH,  RM,  SB,  KA).  GP,  24  6; 
6,  19/8;  4,  22/8;  2,  14/9;  30/9.  Bardney,  26  6-17  10,  max.  12,  24  8. 
L.S.F.,  max.  4,  15/8  (ADT).  Grantham  S.F.,  present,  26  6  to  end 
of  year,  max.  40,  27/9  (CP,  WFC,  WMP,  EIA,  THW,  LC,  TVBW). 
Wisbech  S.F.,  small  numbers  June,  max.  July  70;  Aug.  80;  Sept.  80 
(CBC).  Winter:  Grantham  S.F.,  28,  15/2  (CP,  WFC).  GP,  1/2. 

185.  Avocet.  Tetney,  12/9  (JR).  Wisbech  S.F.,  6,  29  5; 
3,  30-31/5  (CBC). 

187.  Grey  Phalarope.  One  on  sea,  Holbeach,  19  8  (CBC). 
This  is  the  8th  Lincolnshire  record  since  1914  and  the  second  from 
the  Wash. 

188.  Red-necked  Phalarope.  An  adult  female,  Grantham 
S.F.,  26/6-5/7  (WMP,  CP,  FS,  DW,  WFC). 

193.  Arctic  Skua.  Grainthorpe  Haven,  12  9  (RM,  RN). 
GP,  passage  10/8  (a  preponderence  of  light  phased  birds)  to  first  week 
Sept.,  max.  20,  3/9.  Nene  mouth,  8  out  of  50  birds  flew  inland, 
26/9  (CBC). 

194.  Great  Skua.  GP,  24/9.  Nene  mouth,  1-2,  29  8;  3,  26  9 
(CBC). 

198.  Great  Black-backed  Gull.  Inland:  Cadwell,  Jan.  (JL). 

Sleaford,  32,  20/12  (WMP).  Grantham  S.F.,  singles  Apr.,  July, 
Aug.  (CP).  Hartsholme  G.P.,  6/2  (PW).  Woolsthorpe,  21,  27  2 
(WFC).  Cowbit,  28/2.  Spalding,  6,  10/12  (EJR).  GP. 

199.  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull.  Inland:  Messingham  Pit, 
2,  9/4.  Bardney,  3,  22/2  (ADT);  15/3  (RKC) ;  29/4  (EIA,  THW); 
3/10;  17/10  (ADT).  Cadwell,  4,  17/3  (JL).  Manthorpe,  30,  2/8. 
Grantham  S.F.,  30,  24/7  (CP,  WFC).  Denton,  30/8  (JG).  Winter: 
Apex  G.P.,  Lincoln,  6,  26/12;  18,  27/12  (PW).  Kelstern,  2/1  (RKC). 
Great  Coates,  4,  9/11  (JR).  Tealby,  24/12  (JWL).  Birds  of  the 
Scandinavian  race  L.f.fuscus ,  Great  Coates,  28  9;  23  10  (JR).  GP. 

207.  Little  Gull.  Huttoft  Pit,  15/11  (EIA,  RPW,  THW). 
GP,  26/4  (spring  records  are  rare);  30/8;  singles  4-8/9,  max.  3,  5  9; 
11/10.  Witham  outfall,  8/12  (CBC).  Grantham  S.F.,  14/8  (EHC, 
WFC). 

208.  Black-headed  Gull.  Grantham  S.F.,  100+  pairs  at¬ 

tempted  to  breed  (CP,  WFC).  14  nests,  later  robbed,  at  a  Lincoln 
site  (EHC).  230-250  breeding  pairs  between  Butterwick  and  Wrangle 
(CBC).  L.N.E.R.  Pit,  Lincoln,  roost  estimated  at  25,000,  14  1 
(EHC).  GP. 
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211.  Kittiwake.  Tetney  Lock,  24/5  (RKN).  Killingholme 
Brick  Pit,  13/12  (RM,  SB).  GP,  60,  4/1;  100,  21-23/5;  autumn 
passage,  first  half  Aug.,  max.  200,  9-11/8.  Inland:  Wisbech  S.F., 
4/9;  7/9  (CBC). 

212.  Black  Tern.  Spring:  Bardney,  6,  10/5;  10,  24/5;  8,  25/5. 
GP,  2,  19/5.  Grantham  S.F.,  5,  10/5;  16,  23/5;  7,  24/5;  27/5  (CP, 
WFC,  EIA,  THW,  DW,  WMP,  FS).  Wisbech  S.F.,  9-23/5,  max. 
180,  23/5.  Autumn:  Bardney,  28/7;  4,  4/8;  21/8.  Sandilands,  2/8; 
23/8  (CLO,  SB,  KA,  RM,  CH).  GP,  1-3,  9-21/8;  5,  7/9.  Grantham 
S.F.,  15/7  (CP,  WFC).  Wisbech  S.F.,  3,  20/6  (DW,  JW);  9/8  (CBC). 
Holbeach,  25,  19/8  (CBC). 

213.  White-winged  Black  Tern.  Grantham  S.F.,  3/6,  in 
breeding  plumage  (LC)  (see  British  Birds ,  53,  420). 

217/218.  Common/Arctic  Tern.  Inland  breeding  records  of 
Common  Tern:  a  further  decline  at  the  Coningsby  site;  eggs  laid,  but 
no  young  seen.  One  pair  (eggs  taken  by  gulls),  Bardney.  9  pairs, 
Langtoft  G.P.,  Bourne  (TB,  ADT,  EHC,  EIA,  RM,  THW,  SB). 
Coastal  breeding:  1  pairs,  Wrangle.  6  pairs,  Butterwick  (CBC). 
Inland  Spring  passage :  Bardney,  small  numbers  during  Apr.-May.  GP. 

222.  Little  Tern.  Breeding  records:  1  pair,  Saltfleet,  (washed 
out)  (RM,  JK).  1  pair,  North  Coates  (RKN).  1  pair,  Skidbrooke 
North  End.  1  chick  seen,  Saltfleet  Haven  (KA,  CLO).  GP,  first 
spring  record,  4,  25/4;  another  poor  breeding  season. 

223.  Sandwich  Tern.  GP,  passage  first  week  Aug. 

224.  Razorbill.  GP,  7,  19/5. 

226.  Little  Auk.  Read’s  Island,  2,  31/10  (CLO).  GP,  1-2/11. 

227.  Guillemot.  Dead,  Grimsby,  11/12  (CS).  GP,  22/5; 
27/7;  23/8;  2/9;  30/9. 

230.  Puffin.  North  Coates,  1/11  (GCH).  GP,  23/5;  27/9. 

234.  Woodpigeon.  GP,  heavy  southerly  passage,  29/11. 

Collared  Turtle  Dove.  Pair  bred,  Skegness  (MM).  Greet- 
well,  Manton,  3;  no  nest  found,  but  one  bird  thought  to  be  a  juvenile 
(RM,  JTT).  Adult  male  shot  near  Lincoln,  1/6  (ADT).  GP,  25/10 
(CBC). 

237.  Cuckoo.  3-5  juveniles,  Bardney,  9/8-23/8  (RM,  ADT).  GP. 

248.  Long-eared  Owl.  Two  pairs  bred,  north  Lincolnshire 
(RM,  CC).  Friskney  Decoy  Wood,  8/5  (ADT,  LW,  BW).  GP, 
25/4;  12/8. 

249.  Short-eared  Owl.  One  pair  bred,  North  Lines.  (RM, 

SB,  JK,  WE).  Winter:  North  Coates,  Killingholme,  Tetney,  Grain- 
thorpe,  S-T  Res.,  Theddlethorpe,  Chapel  Pits,  Doverdale,  Barrow 
Haven,  Anderby  Creek,  Bardney,  Martin  Fen,  Hykeham  Meadows, 
Fillingham  (14,  19  &  22/2),  Nene  mouth  (EIA,  RWP,  THW,  BSP, 
CBC,  RKN,  CLO,  RM,  SB,  WE,  FS,  DW).  GP. 
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252.  Nightjar.  Recorded,  Lincolnshire  Gate  Scrubs  (LC), 
and  Scawby  Woods  (RM,  SB,  WE,  JTT). 

255.  Swift.  Early  records:  GP,  26/4;  Sleaford,  29  4  (WMP). 
Spring  passage,  Spalding,  4-6/5  (EJR).  GP,  ca.  2,000  per  hour  to 
S.W.,  12/7. 

261.  Hoopoe.  Gedney  Drove  End,  12-19/4  (JFR,  CBC). 

264.  Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker.  Recorded  from  Welton 
Vale,  Twigmoor  (CLO,  CH,  JTT). 

271.  Woodlark.  2  nests,  Scawby  (RM,  SB,  WE,  JTT). 
GP,  26/4. 

272.  Shorelark.  GP,  max.  4,  29/11. 

274.  Swallow.  GP,  moderate  passage,  Aug.  and  Sept.  Marked 
passage,  Tetney,  N.-S.,  12/9  (JR).  A  hirundine  hawking  over  Birches 
at  Csgodby  on  27/11,  was  almost  certainly  a  Swallow  (PAB).  Burton, 
2,  1/11  (ADT). 

277.  Sand  Martin.  Many  thousands  along  R.  Humber  turn¬ 
ing  south  down  R.  Trent  at  17.00  hrs.  on  18/8 ;  as  the  wind  moderated 
at  dusk,  the  passage  was  reversed  (RH).  GP. 

280.  Carrion  Crow.  GP,  immigration,  31/10. 

281.  Hooded  Crow.  Inland ,  winter:  Brocklesby,  North  Cock- 
erington,  Manby,  Market  Rasen,  Woodhall  Spa,  Fiskerton,  Sleaford 
(El A,  THW,  PAB,  JL,  RM,  CLO,  WMP,  ADT).  GP,  max:  70,  21/11. 

282.  Rook.  Great  Coates,  50  to  N.E.,  16/10  (JR).  GP. 

Tit  spp.  A  large  party  (300+),  Woolsthorpe,  9-11/1,  mainly 
Blue,  with  smaller  numbers  of  Great,  Marsh/ Willow  and  Coal  Tits 
(LC). 

289.  Blue  Tit.  Numerous,  Tetney  marsh,  10/10  (GKB).  GP. 

290.  Coal  Tit.  Coastal:  GP,  19/6;  28/9;  2/10. 

292.  Marsh  Tit.  Coastal:  GP,  4/7;  10/9. 

293.  Willow  Tit.  Coastal:  GP.  21-24/9. 

295.  Bearded  Tit.  2,  a  male  and  female,  Anderby  Pits,  6  12 
(LGT).  This  is  only  the  second  county  record  during  the  last  century. 
An  “  explosion  ”  of  the  species  took  place  in  Norfolk  during  the 
autumn  (see  British  Birds ,  53,  422). 

296.  Nuthatch.  Recorded  from  Grimsthorpe  and  Wools¬ 
thorpe  (CGB,  CP,  WFC). 

302.  Fieldfare.  Large  nocturnal  influx,  Humberstone,  10/10 
(KR).  GP,  early  record,  15/9;  influx,  30/10  &  14-15/11.  Pinchbeck* 
250  to  N.E.,  2/2;  1,400,  5/2  (EJR).  Unusual  dates:  Sandilands,  3  5 
(JL,  CLO);  GP,  20/5. 

303.  Song  Thrush.  Numerous,  Tetney  marsh,  10/10  (GKB).. 
GP,  moderate  passage,  20/9-2/10  &  11/10. 
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304.  Redwing.  Large  influx,  Humberstone,  10/10  (KR). 
Nocturnal  passage,  Lincoln,  10/10;  30/10  (ADT).  GP,  heavy  passage, 
11/10  &  30/10. 

307.  Ring  Ouzel.  S-T  Res.,  2,  4/10;  11/10  (CLO,  RM,  KA, 
SB).  GP,  7/4  (spring  records  are  uncommon);  17/9;  20  9;  4/10; 
10,  11/10;  13/10. 

308.  Blackbird.  Numerous  Tetney  marsh,  10/10  (GKB). 
Large  numbers,  Bishopthorpe,  27/9  (RMW).  GP,  heavy  dusk 
movements,  13-14/10;  very  large  influx,  30/10  (214  trapped  and 
ringed;  see  recoveries). 

311.  Wheatear.  S-T  Res.,  a  pair  up  to  31/5;  no  nest  found 
(CLO).  GP,  autumn  peak,  23,  20/8;  late  record  30/10;  a  bird  of  the 
Greenland  race  O.  o.  leucorrhoa  trapped,  11/9. 

317.  Stonechat.  Barrow  Haven,  4/10  (BSP).  Cleethorpes, 
1/11  (GJB).  GP,  1/3;  2,  24/5;  2,  27/9;  24/10;  2,  25/10.  Boston, 
27/1  (ARJ). 

318.  Whinchat.  Passage,  Bardney,  small  numbers,  3/8  (ADT). 

GP. 

320.  Redstart.  Bred,  Scawby  (2  pairs)  and  Limber  (2  pairs) 
(JTT,  ADT,  THW,  CH,  RM,  SB,  JK,  WE).  Autumn:  several, 
Humberstone,  6/9  &  4/10  (KR).  GP,  small  numbers  Aug.  and  Sept., 
no  peaks. 

321.  Black  Redstart.  Willoughby,  6-7/5  (AES).  GP,  24- 

25/3. 

322.  Nightingale.  8-10  pairs  bred,  Bourne  Wood  (TB). 
Coastal:  GP,  17/8. 

324.  Bluethroat.  GP,  2/10  (JR).  Marston,  Grantham,  13/9 
(CP) ;  the  first  inland  record  for  the  county. 

325.  Robin.  GP,  many  including  Continental  birds,  11/10. 

327.  Grasshopper  Warbler.  Singing  males:  Cadwell,  Wor- 
laby,  Brocklesby,  Elsham,  Burnham,  Kirkby  Moor,  Burwell,  Croxby, 
Southrey,  Whisby,  Hykeham,  Doddington,  Skellingthorpe,  Burton 
G.P.,  Hartsholme,  Brattleby,  Bourne  Wood,  Caister  Wood,  Bourne, 
Lincolnshire  Gate  Scrubs  (TB,  LC,  JL,  EHC,  CLO,  DW,  FS,  ADT). 
Passage:  GP,  10/5. 

333.  Reed  Warbler.  3  pairs  bred,  Bardney.  Coastal:  GP, 
4,  3/8;  3/9;  16/9. 

340.  Icterine  Warbler.  GP,  22/8. 

344.  Barred  Warbler.  GP,  unusually  numerous,  1-27  9; 
max:  4,  4/9.  A  bird  ringed  on  15th  was  retrapped  on  27th. 

346.  Garden  Warbler.  GP,  small  influx,  22/8. 

356.  Chiffchaff.  Burwell  Wood  during  breeding  season  (CLO). 

GP. 
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364.  Goldcrest.  Exceptionally  heavy  passage  recorded,  10  10, 
Cleethorpes,  Humberstone,  Tetney  marshes,  GP  (600—),  where  one 
exhausted  flew  in  from  off  the  sea  and  dropped  on  beach,  before 
flying  into  bushes.  200+  were  recorded  at  S-T  Res.,  8-11  10 
(CLO).  Bred,  Sudbrooke  (new  locality)  (IS). 

368.  Pied  Flycatcher.  Small  numbers,  North  Coates,  22  8; 
some  were  found  dead  (PAB).  S-T  Res.,  30/8;  4  10  (CLO).  GP, 
small  passage,  11-16/8;  max:  12,  11/8;  25,  22/8.  Inland  at  this  time: 
Colsterworth,  2,  12/8  (LC).  Up  to  6,  Nene  mouth,  19-22  8.  Hol- 
beach,  3,  3/10.  Wisbech  S.F.,  3/10  (CBC). 

370.  Red-breasted  Flycatcher.  GP,  1st  winter  female,  18  9; 
last  GP  record,  1952. 

376.  Tree  Pipit.  Increases  noted  at  Burwell  Wood  and 
Linwood  Warren  N.R.  (CLO,  ADT).  GP. 

379.  Rock  Pipit.  Inland:  Wisbech  S.F.,  1-2,  16-18  10  (CBC). 

GP. 

Water  Pipit,  A.  s.  spinoletta ,  Brant  Road  Meadows,  27/3  (DW, 
FS).  Unusual  numbers  were  recorded  in  the  British  Isles  during  the 
same  period.  This  is  only  the  fourth  record  for  Lincolnshire. 

380.  Pied/White  Wagtail.  Influx,  Bardney,  200+,  8  9  (ADT). 
GP,  passage  17/6  to  end  of  Sept.,  small  numbers.  White  Wagtail, 
M.  a.  alba ,  GP,  25/4;  Grantham  S.F.,  7/4;  26/4  (CP,  WFC);  Brigg, 
3/5  (CH).  ' 

381.  Grey  Wagtail.  A  pair  bred,  Grantham  area  (WFC). 
Correspondence  from  WKM  reveals  that  a  pair  of  Grey  Wagtails 
bred  and  successfully  reared  two  young  on  the  Belvoir  Estate  in  1914. 
These  make  three  breeding  records  this  century.  Winter  records: 
Scawby,  Barton  (JTT),  Great  Coates  (3,  5/10  (JR)),  Cleethorpes  (Oct.), 
Louth  (Sept.),  Laceby  (Apr.  and  Sept.),  Cawthorpe  (Oct.),  Market 
Rasen  (Dec.),  Bardney,  Colsterworth,  Great  Gonerby,  Grantham  S.F. 
(4,  31/1)  (LC,  CP,  WFC,  ADT,  JG,  GJB,  GCH,  CLO,  JR).  GP. 

382.  Yellow  Wagtail.  Coastal  passage:  GP,  small  numbers, 
7/7-23/8;  7-16/9;  max:  14,  9/9.  Inland:  Grantham  S.F.,  20,  2  8; 
only  one  pair  bred  (CP,  WFC).  Bardney,  30/10,  a  late  date. 

383.  Waxwing.  The  fourth  consecutive  invasion  occurred  in 
the  autumn.  Jan. -Mar.:  Immingham,  9,  4/1.  Stallingborough,  7  1 
(RM).  Spalding,  12,  10/1  (EJR).  Scunthorpe,  3,  11/1  (CWA). 
GP,  18/1.  Laceby,  23-24/1  (RM).  Sleaford,  25/1.  Little  Hale, 
Sleaford,  26/1  (WMP).  Buckminster,  several,  2/2  (per  LC).  Heal¬ 
ing,  2,  8/2  (GJB).  Spalding,  24,  mid-Feb.  for  2  weeks.  Pinchbeck, 
3rd  week  Feb.  (EJR).  Leasingham,  2,  14/3.  Grantham,  15/3  (WMP). 
Nov.:  GP,  2,  1/11.  Louth,  several  small  parties,  early  Nov.  (CLO). 
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Horncastle,  17/11  (per  THW).  Cleethorpes,  23  11  (CS).  Boston, 
many,  23/11  (per  REMP).  GP,  ca.  50,  24/11.  Freiston,  ca.  12, 
25/11  (REMP). 

384.  Great  Grey  Shrike.  S-T  Res.,  11/10  (KA,  JL,  CLO). 
Wrangle,  March  (per  AES). 

389.  Starling.  Elkington  roost  estimated  at  over  a  million 
(CLO).  GP,  2,000  N.  to  S.,  2/10. 

391.  Hawfinch.  Recorded  from  Scawby  and  Rauceby  (RM, 
RBW). 

393.  Siskin.  Nettleton,  a  flock  of  20-50,  10/1 1-5/12  (PAB).  GP. 

396.  Twite,  ca.  300,  Tetney  marsh,  Jan.  and  Feb.  (RKN). 
4,000-5,000,  Holbeach/Fosdyke;  1,000  Freiston,  8-10/12  (CBC). 

397.  Redpoll.  A  pair,  Greetwell,  June;  no  nest  found  (RM, 
SB,  JK,  WE).  Winter:  S-T  Res.,  9/10  (KA,  CLO).  Laceby,  26/12 
(GCH).  More  numerous  than  previous  years  in  Dec.,  Horncastle 
area  (ADT).  GP,  42,  21/9. 

401.  Bullfinch.  Coastal:  GP,  5,  29/10;  30/10. 

404.  Crossbill.  Scawby  Woods,  a  pair  watched  nest-building 
on  8/3  by  JTT  and  CH.  By  9/4,  24  birds  were  estimated  to  be  in  the 
area.  The  nest  was  examined  by  RM  on  30/3,  and,  although  a  perfect 
nest,  it  had  obviously  not  contained  young  birds.  20-30  were  recorded 
up  to  19/4,  and  24  were  still  in  the  woods  on  13/8  and  6  on  25/8. 
Limber,  12,  20/7;  on  6/8  upwards  of  200  were  recorded  there;  this 
number  was  not  seen  again,  although  a  few  were  seen  up  to  20/11 
(RM).  Market  Rasen,  9/9  (PAB).  GP,  12/7;  an  unusual  passage  of 
57  birds  to  S.W.,  14-17/8;  23/9.  Donna  Nook,  18/7  (GJB). 

407.  Chaffinch.  GP,  spring  passage:  25-29/3,  max:  200,  29/3; 
autumn  max:  200,  4/11. 

408.  Brambling.  GP,  18/9;  small  numbers,  Oct. 

421.  Reed  Bunting.  Coastal  passage;  GP,  small  numbers,  2/10. 

422.  Lapland  Bunting.  North  Coates,  4,  25/1;  3,  1/3  (RM, 
SB,  WE).  Tetney  marsh,  until  7/2,  max:  8  (RKN).  Haven  mouth, 
Boston,  27/1  (TVBW).  Holbeach,  18/1  (CBC). 

423.  Snow  Bunting.  Inland:  several  flew  southwards  over 
Hykeham  meadows,  26/1  (DW).  Coastal:  North  Coates,  150,  Jan. 
(RKN).  S-T  Res.,  70,  4/1  (CLO).  Chapel  Pits,  9,  5/10  (EIA,  THW). 
Sandilands,  ca.  100  on  stubble,  15/11  (JL,  CLO).  GP,  max.  200, 
30/11  and  mid  Dec. 

425.  Tree  Sparrow.  Coastal  passage:  GP,  large  numbers, 
1,300,  N.-S.W.,  2/10. 
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REVIEWS 

FOSSILS.  By  Professor  H.  H.  Swinnerton,  pp.  274,  with  24  plates 
and  21  text  figures.  The  New  Naturalist  series,  Collins,  1960. 
30/-. 

A  new  book  from  the  pen  of  a  past-President  of  the  Lincolnshire 
Naturalists’  Union  is  always  of  interest  to  our  members  but  it  is  a 
particular  pleasure  to  review  this  splendid  volume  on  fossils  written 
for  the  Collins  New  Naturalist  series  by  Dr.  Swinnerton.  The  work 
is  designed  for  amateur  and  specialist  and  is  written  in  the  vivid  style 
that  we  have  come  to  expect  from  the  author.  It  is  a  book  that  is 
difficult  to  put  down;  the  compelling  interest  of  the  subject  is  main¬ 
tained  in  every  chapter  and  the  panorama  of  life  through  the  succeeding 
geological  periods  is  presented  with  clarity  and  imagination.  This  is 
in  no  sense  a  dull  catalogue  describing  genera  and  species,  though  the 
work  does  serve  to  enable  the  amateur  to  identify  many  of  the  fossils 
encountered  in  geological  excursions.  Dr.  Swinnerton  has  introduced 
new  features  with  great  success.  The  romantic  story  lying  behind  the 
discovery  of  an  important  fossil  or  fossil-bearing  horizon  and  the 
individuals  so  intimately  associated  with  the  history  of  the  subject  are 
woven  into  the  account  with  great  skill.  The  Editors  rightly  note  in 
their  preface — “  it  is  a  human  as  well  as  a  scientific  story.”  There 
are  a  few  printing  errors  which  are  always  irritating  to  find  but  the 
book  can  be  recommended  to  find  a  place  on  the  shelves  of  all 
naturalists  and  specialists  in  the  subject. 

F.T.B. 

THE  BIRD  IN  THE  HAND.  By  R.  K.  Cornwallis  and  A.  E.  Smith, 
pp.  69.  British  Trust  for  Ornithology,  Oxford,  1960.  4s. 
(From  B.T.O.,  2  King  Edward  Street,  Oxford.  4/6d.  post  free) 
This  is  an  extremely  useful  booklet  written  by  two  of  our  members. 
It  is  essentially  a  working  tool  designed  to  give  just  the  factual  infor¬ 
mation  required  by  the  bird-ringer  to  identify  and  describe  the  bird 
in  the  hand.  It  is  succinctly  written  and  should  do  much  to  improve 
the  value  of  bird-ringing  records.  The  booklet  is  divided  into  four 
parts:  handling,  ringing,  description  of  species  for  record  purposes 
and  sexing  and  ageing  characteristics  of  species  frequently  handled 
by  the  bird-ringer.  The  latter  part  is  inter-leaved  for  notes.  It  is 
an  admirable  publication  and  absolutely  essential  for  bird  observatory 
workers  and  ringers. 


F.T.B. 


